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that it_was, within vour power to allow
the papers to Jeave the Table for a stated
period. In view of that, what em-
barrassment could be placed on the
departments by the tabling of the
papers ! It cannot be argued that the
installation has not advanced suffi-
ciently far to enable the construction to
go on without daily reference to the
papers, for the installation is so far
advanced that no reference to the papers
is now necéssary. This is within the
knowledge of every member, becauss
all matters relating to generating costs
and agreements entered into have been
widely discussed in the House and we
have been told what the Governiment are
in & position to do relating to every
enterprise that desires to take current
from them. The staternent was made
in snother place that the cost would be
not grester than from £220,000 to
£230,000; yet the expenditure has
rison to approximately £300,000 to date
and the work is still incomplete. I
hope the House will insist upon the
papers baing laid on the Table, in order
that, next Tuesday, members will have
an opportunity of perusing them.
If this is done it will be seen that the
arguments advanced during the past
week, although without avail, have been
at least worthy of those who used them.

On motion by Hon. F. Connor debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 4-22 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Premier: TFurther report by
the Auditor General eoncerning the andit
of State trading concerns accounts for
the year ended 30th June, 1915,

QUESTION—WATER AND SEWER-
AGH DEPARTMIGN'TD,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY asked the
Minister for Water Supply: 1, What
was the tolal amount of revenue reeeived
by the Water and Sewerage Depariment
from the metropolitan area for the finan-
cial year 1914-159 2, What was the cost
of administration for these services dur-
ing the same year? 3, (a) What s the
total capital amount debited to 30th June,
1915, for the water and sewerage service
for the metropolitan area; (b) what
amount of interest and sinking fund was
charged for lhe year 1914-159

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLY vreplied: 1, Actual cash receipts
amounted to £120,130. Revenue acerued
amounted to £141,646. 2, £42,772. This
includes management, revenue collection,
and all operating and maintenance ex-

penses, 3, (a) £1,784,014; (b) interest,
£62,903; sinking fund, £23,982; total,
£36,885. The foregoing fizures are ex-

clusive of the following transactions on
sewerage house conneetions deferred pay-
menls aecount:—Capital expenditure un-
recouped, £175,408; interest received for
year, £6.207; interest paid for year,
£6,180.
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QUESTION—CIVIL SERVANTS’
INCREMENTS.

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1,
Is it the intention of the Government to
pay to those civil servants, abont 40 in
number, who have recently petitioned the
Premier, and whose grading was raised
by the appeal hoard, the same inerements
as have already been paid in 1911-12,
1912-13, and 1913-14 to all officers simi-
larlv graded by the Re-classification
Board? 2, If so, when? 3, If not, why
not?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2, and 3,
The Government, after careful considera-
tion, and notwithstanding financial diffi-
culties, decided to respeet the decision of

the appeal board by placing officers on |

the minimum of the grade as fixed on
appesal, and to pay such rate as from Ist
July, 1911, and whilst recognising the
equity of the petitioner’s claims, it is
regretted that present conditions will not
permit of more liberal treatment in the
direction desired.

QUESTION—WHEAT FRETGHT,
REBATE.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is it a fact that the Federal
Government propose to retain the 334d.
per eeni. rehate usually given by the ship
owners? 2, Seeing thai it is eshmated
that the rebale will approximately mean
the loss of 1d. per bushel to the farmer,
and a total loss of about £250,000, does
he propose to urge the Federal Govern-
ment that they should not endeavour to
make a profit out of the Iransaction, hut
should grant full rebale to the producer,
less aclual working expenses$

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS replied :
With the permission of the Honse, I
would like to explain this matier as it is
impossible to make the position elear in
the course of a brief reply to a question.
Under the terms of the agreement made
with the charterers by the Commonwealth
Government, it was agreed that a 5 per
cent. commission would he paid. That is
the usual commission paid for the char-
tering of vessels. and 11 per eent. goes
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to the charterers and the oiher 334 per
cent. to the shippers. In this case, the

Commonwealth and States really become
the slippers, and consequently they gef
the 334 per cent. It has been stated in
the Souilh Australian Parliament, more
for party reasons I think than anything
else, ihal the 33} per cent. represenis
some £250,000, and that it means that the
farmer will get 1d. per bushe! less for
his wheai. That statement is absolutely
ridienlous because the 334 per cent. is
only earned by those who ship the wheat.
There is quite a number of buyers who
do not charter vessels, and there is guite
a number of big buyers who do charler
vessels, bul whe at the same time send
their wheat away in parcels—ihat is, in
a portion of the ordinary shipping space
—to oversea poris. The shippers of
wheat do not caleulate on the 3% per
cent. in purchasing their wheat. That is
demonstrated by the fact that, day by
day, wheat does not fluctuate as between
buyer and buyer, The rvate is fixed, and
it does not watter whether a shipper is
sending his wheat away under parcel
rates or in a vessel he has chartered, the
priee paid to the producer is the same.
The price is fixed on London parity with-
out any regard to the 334 per cent. 1
am prepared to admit, and this was dis-
cussed af the conference. that at times
they work on the 334 per cent. .If a
shipper has a vessel in port and finds he
has not enough wheat to fll her, the com-
petition is such that it might pay him to
give a little more than the exisling mar-
ket rate in order lo get sufficient wheat
to fill her, and for the payment of that
he has to recoup himself from the 334
per cent. This, however, applies only in
exceptional ecireumstances, and I repeat
that the 334 per cent. which goes to the
shipper has no bearing on the price of
wheat, and generally speaking does not
zo to the farmer or have any effect on
the price paid to the farmer for his
wheat. Tt must be horne in mind that the
Commonwealth and States, as partners,
are the shippers and are taking a certain
amount of risk. and those farmers who
are talking about the loss of the 334 per
cent. overlook the possibility of there
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being many a slip in regard to the ship-
ping—we may have to pay a certain
amount of compensation for loss of time
owing to diffieulty in loading, or there
may be difficulty on the railways in get-
ting the wheat down; all such expenses
have to be borne by the Government be-
canse we are the shippers and the farmers
will not pay us for such losses. Conse-
quently, the 334 per cent, to be shared by
the Commonweaith and States will enable
us to recoup ourselves against losses of
this deseription, Supposing we have a
run of really good luck and suslain no
losses at all, which is unlikely to happen,
the 334 per cent. will be distributed
among the Commonwealth and States,
and if we do make a profit on the trans-
action that money will go to the Govern-
ment, and, in the ordinary course, the
agrieulturists will get a share.

Mr. Iarrison : Would the Western
Australian Government get a pro rata
share of such profit?

The MINIBTER FOR LANDS:

Mr, Thomson: How much would the
Commonwealth get out of it?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS:
would get a share.

Mr. James Gardiner:
one-sixth?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ny,
Queensland and Tasmania are not par-
ties to the agreement. The parties are
New South Wales, Viciorla, Sonth Awus-
tralia, and Western Australia, so that we
would get one-fifth.

Hon. J. Mitchell: One-fifth of the
whole of the Australian charters?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
take it that we would get our proportion
of one-fifth of the profit on the amount
of shipping we get out of the poal.

Mr. Harrison: I wish to be quite clear
in regard to the 33] per ceni. plus the
11 per cent. In the ordinary way of

business no portion of this 5 per cent.
would appear to the farmer.

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: That
is so. Jn ofher vears it has always been
a 5 per cent. proposition and the farmer
knew nothing aboul it, but this vear it
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happens Lo have come out in the agree-
ment, and the opportnnity has been seized
upon to make it appear that the farmers
are being robbed by the Governments of
the 33} per cent., which, on the face of
it, is ridiculous, because we are taking all
the risk in connection with the charter-
ing, and are simply getting the ordinary
trade risk for it, and the farmer is not
paying more than previously for freight
and iz nobt getting less than previously
for his wheat.

Mr. James Gardiner: The 5 per eent.
hias heen an established custom w1th the
broker for years past.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
ever sinee we have been shipping wheat.

QUESTION — RETURNED
SOLDIERS, CONCESSIQNS.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the
Premier: 1, Has the couvession origin-
ally granted to metbers of the Austra-
ilan Expeditionary Forces in regard to
free travelling on the State railways
been in any way modified or withdrawn?
2, If so, to what extent? 3, Will ar-
rangements be nade for the soldiers to
travel on the railways free of charge in
futore?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Originally, military warrants, entitling
holders to a free ticket, were issued by
the Defence Department to the members
of the Expeditionary Forees, whenever
they desired to travel, bui, owing to
the large number fravelling frown Black
Rox Hill ¢amp to Perih, and the conse-
quent inconvenience both to the Railway
Departiment and the travelling publie, the
Nefence Department vestricted the issune
of these warrants to men desiring to
return home to <complete their privale
affairs, or travelling on duly. Men on
short leave from the eamp have therefore
to pay, their own fares. Relurned
wounder soldiers are permitted fo travel
free in the subnrban area or to their
lomes in the country on presenlation of
an order from the military doctor. 3, I
is not proposed to grant any farther con-
cession than mentioned in No, 2.



888

QUESTION — STATE SINKING
FUND, CONTROL, ETC.

Mr. GEORGE asked the Premier: Is
it his intention to lay on the Table of the
House a return showing—1, Amount of
sinking fund provided on loan accounts
up to 30th June, 19149 2, How the fund
1s invested. 3, With whom 1is the
control and direction of this fund en-
trusted ?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, On
pages 116 and 117 of the Publiec Ae-
counts for lasi year, which were laid on
the Table of the House on the 14th inst,,
the position of the various sinking funds
is detailed against each class of stoek
and debentures current, the total amount
of contributions from revenue being—
£3,073,456 10s. 9d., and the total Sinking
Fund £1,068,888 5s. 6d. The investments
of the funds are also set ount in detail. 3,
The Sinking Funds for loans raised since
Responsible Government are controlled
by trustees in London, one of whom is
the Agent General. For loans raised
previons to that period, of which
£1,116,6563 is still carrent, the contro] is
in the bands of the Crown Agents for the
colonies.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1. Sale of Liquor Regulation.

2. Permanent Reserves. '
Transmitted to the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

Necond Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [4.40]):
The Minister for Lands in introducing
the Bill fully explained its provisions to
the House, and I do not think* there is
anything in it with which the House ¢an
disagree, It has evidently been brought
forward with the object of improving the
principal Aet, to give assistance in cer-
tain cases to settlers, and at the same
time to safeguard the Treasury in every
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possible way. 1t is distinetly 2 Com-
mittee Bill, and one which I think
scarcely deserves mueh consideration on
the second reading. It deals principally
with amendments to the present Aect
which are considered to be of benefit in
many ways. It provides for cases in
which advances can be made and for the
extension of the operations of the prin-
cipal Aet to the 31st December of next
year. I think that this may be needed,
and that it is needed in the unfortunate
cirenmstances which render the Act neces-
sary. No doubt many of those settlers
who have received assistance under ihe
Industries Assistance Act will, during ihe
forthcoming year, need further assistance
to tide them over their difficulties. I am
pleased to think the Governmeni have
brought the measure forward. The op-
erations of the Act have scarcely come
under my immediate notice, becauze in
the districts which I represent there are
very few setilers who have been able to
seek the assistance of the Act, and there
are many who have not required to do so.
Consequently, I know little or nothing
about the working of the Act.  There
are, however, hon. members in the House
who have in their districts many farmers
who have been obliged, unfortunately, to
seek this form of assistance, and who
will be in a better position to speak with
regard to the operations of the Aect as it
now stands than T am myself. I will,
therefore, leave it to them to deal with
the general operations of the Act beecanse
they know more about it than 1 do. The
Bill also provides where advances are
made upon implements, live stock, ete,
that the Treasurer may exempt from the
operation of the security the crops and
chaitels of the applicant. That is a con-
cession to the farmers, and it is a wise
provision which the settlers, T am sure,
will welcome.  The Bill also provides
that, where ap applicant has a mortgage
the Treasurer can only meke advances,
subject to such mortgage with regard
to the land, on the security on the crop.
This is the amendment by which we are
effecting an improvement to the partien-
lar clause which was introduced in an-
other place. We must all agree that the
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section will be improved by the addition
of the words which it is proposed under
this Bill to add to the principal Aect.
There are other provisions under which
the Treasurer may insure the erops. That
is only Tight and proper. The country
has to he protected, and if a settler wil)
not insure his crop and the mortgagee is
the Government, then the Government
should be protected and should be per-
mitted to insure the erop so as to safe-
guard the gountry also. There is no
need to discuss this Bill at the present
stage for it can be better discussed in
Committes. So far as | ean see, after
going carefully into the Bill and com-
paring it with the present Act, there is
nothing in it that this House is likely
to object to. On the other hand, I think
the provisions contained in it should
meet with the approval of the members.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [4.55]}: Like
the hon. member who has just sat down
[ cndorse this measure, hecanse I feel
sure it is a very necessary one. While
endoreing it T wish iv say I appreciate the
work which has been done under the
prineipal Aet.  Although ineonvenience
bas resulted from whal may have ap-
peared to hbe nnnceessary delays, still,
considering the great volume of business,
it is only reasonable to suppose that there
should bhe some delay in the handling of
s¢ many applications as have been
handled under the principal Aet. This s
a necessary measure. I do hope the
Minister will give us his assurance that,
when handling the proceeds of the har-
vest, particnlarly in the matter of the
payment of land renots, and recouping
the board for their ountlay, the fullest
consideration will be given to the condi-
tion of the farmers who have had oecca-
sion to obtain assistance under the Act.
The unpaid rents and other liabilities due
by the farmer to the Crown, tn many in-
stances, total a very large sum of money.
It is almost impossible to the people to
make this good out of one ¢rop, even if
it is a phenomenal yield.  Although I
have had it in an indireet way from the
Minister that it is not the intention of
the Government to impose heavy burdens
on the farmer or to be unfair in the mat-
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ter, T should like bim to assure the House
that such is the intention of the Govern-
ment when recouping themselves for their
outlay. ‘When we reach the Committee
stage we shall be able to further discuss
the various elauses.

Mr. BOLTON ({South Fremantle)
[4.57] : Whilst bon. members may believe
in the necessity for the amending Bill I
am hopeful that they will believe in the
necessity for amending it. Hon. mem-
bers who have any knowledge of the
Agricultural Bank will know that under
the horse and machinery loans to farm-
ers, farm vebicles, wagons, drays, ete,
are ineluded. Under the Farmers’
Assistance Board, however, wagons are
net inecluded, and it follows that all the
money which the board bave advanced to
the farmer to put in his crop and for
machinery to take it off is not safe-
guarded until sommething has been pro-
vided in which to eart the produects to
the nearest siding. Cases have heen
brought under my notice, one from a
place ecalled Nangeenan, where the
farmer has to cart his produce 17%
miles. The area onder erop is, I think,
530 acres. The amount of the tender to
eart the wheat to the siding is £80, which
the Governmeni have to pay, of course,
to get the produce to that particular sid-
ing. This man desired to obtain a wagon
with which to do his own carting. He
had the horses and the Isbour, but under
the Farmers’ Assistance Board he could
not obtain thai wagon. The cost of a
wagon is £68 10s, and after he had
carted his crop he wonld still have the
wagon whick would be an additional
security to the Government. Yet under
the hoard, this settler cannot get a wagon
becanse it is not provided for in the
principal Act. Tt is not the case of a
man who has received all the assistance
the board eould give him, as I will be
able to sbow. T have letters received
from the Farmers' Assistance Board in
reply to numerous applications for
wagons, In my hand I hold a list con-
taining 46 applications to one firm to
supply wagons. This list contains the
file No. of the Farmers’ Assistance Board
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in every instance. In one instance a reply
was sent to this effecl—

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your
letler of 7th inmst, in regard to a dray
which Mr. Willis, of Newcarnie, de-
sires. All the board can do is to guar-
antee the first payment of £15. Youn
will have to look to Mr. Willis for the
halance,

The firm eannot obtain & bill of sale over
the wagon althongh they sell it to the
man, taking the risk of a payment of
£15 on account of a purchase of £75;
and in the case of the whole 46 applica-
tions I have referred to they declined to
build the wagon on those conditions, If
members will turn to Schednle 3 they
will find that from any surplus remaining
over from the proceeds of the erop there
are eight items which must be paid for
before payment ecan be made for a
wagon; and, optimistie as members may
be, T do not think they would regard it
as a fair thing for any merchant or
builder to wait until the other eight bave
been paid before getfing his money for
this very necessary article. Members will
surely agree that a wagon is as necessary
to the farmer as a harvester. Because if
he has to ecart for any distance a farmor
must have a wagon, dray, eart, or some
other means of conveyvance. The Farm-
ers’ Assistance Board say they will pro-
vide the seed for the crop, they will take
the crop off but will not do anything
fowards taking the crop to the siding.
Still in the same breath they say they
will pav for the cartage of the erop to
. the siding, will make a contraet with
someone in the distriet. The cost of cart-
ing under such eontract would he greater
in many instances than the cost of the
wagon; and that to me does not seem
reasonable or sensible. In many distriats,
in view of the number of farmers who
have had assistance from the board, there
are not sufficient wagons to take the crops
to the siding. Besides a farmer owning
a wagon would require it for shifting his
own crop. Let me proceed by reading
one or two of the replies received from
the hoard—
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Sir,—With reference to your letter
of the 23rd ultimo I heg to inform you
that the board regrets being unable to
approve of the spring tart required
by the above settler.

In this instance the Assistance Boavd re-
ferred the matter to the Agricultural
Bank. If this particular settler had re-
ceived the full amount of loan under that
Act, then he would be turned down, show-
ing that the Assistance Board does not,
and will not, advance noney for the build-
ing of wagons to take erops to the siding.
Here is another letter—

With reference to your letter of the
Tth uit., addressed to Messrs. Atkinson
Bros. & Joseph. of Upper Chapman, I
beg to inform you that these settlers
requested the board to authorise the
purchase from your firm of a wagon
cosling £71, but I regret that we are
not able to anthorise this expenditure
at present in connection with these set-
tlers’ farming operations.

No reason is given there as to why; bnt
it may be a reasonable inference to say
that these men had had as wuch assist-
ance as the board could give them, they
had gone to the limit. T want to say,
before reading any more letters, that both
the board and the Goveroment are safe-
snarded by the fact thal before the firm
can build a wagon for a settler the board
must be convinced that the man is in
urgent need of that article, Therefore
they need not approve the building of a
wagon unless they know the man to he
genuine and know that he is in nrgent
need, Here is a letter from Wongan
Hills—

T um in receipt of your letter of 24th
ult., re requesi from above settler for
the supply of one farm wagon, cost £60,
and have to inform you thaf this has
been referred to the Agriealtural Bank,
and upon receipt of their decizion yun
will be further communicated with.

In the ease of the letter 1 have just read,
this settler, Hodgson, had not receivel
the full amount allowed by the Agricul-
tural Bank Act horses and machinery
lien, and therefore the Agrienltural Bavk
immediatelv gave authority to the firm
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to build the wagon for this man; but
not under the Industries Assistance Act.
It was a matter which would have heen
arranged apart from the Assistance
Board, becanse the Agrieultural Bank
would have lent the money. Here is an-
other—

In reply to your leiter of the 23rd
ult. requesting authority to supply
Messrs, G. Wilson & Sons, of Bender-
ing, with a 5-ton box wagon, 1 beg to
inform you that this matter has been
referred to the Agrienltural Bank, and
I am now in receipt of that institution’s
reply to the effect that they are pre-
pared to assist them in the direction tn-
dicated,

We have now found that these men, Wil-
son & Sons, had not exhausted the amount
the bank would lend them on the im-
provements, and so the Agricaltural Bank
approved the building of the wagon. But
in no instance at all has the Assistance
Board advanced one penny, or offered to
advance one penny, to help the settlers
to get their crop to the siding. The Agri-
Pann bas done this for years
under their own Aet, so this lias nothing
to do with the Assistance Board, All
the Assistance Board does is to communi-
cate with the Agrienltural Bank, wha
eommunicate in reply with the Assistance
Board aund ihe latter then communicale
with the applieant. Ancther form of re-
ply from the Assistance Board is as fol-
lows—

e A. D. Lindberg, Wogerlin. In
reply te vour letter of the 23rd ult. re-
guesting authority to supply the alkove
seftler with a table-top wagon, 1 beg 10
inform you that this matter has heen
referred to the Agrieultural Bank, and
immediately we receive their reply von
will he further communicated with.

Bhowing that the whaole thing is going
through the Agrieultural Bank instead of
the Farners’ Assistanee RBoard; showing
that the board is prepared to assist the
man Lo pui his crop in, will provide himn
with machinery to put the erop in, will
supply him with machinery and horses
1o take the crop off; but there they leave
bim. They say they are prepared to make
A contraet with some near neighbour or

ealtural
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settler to take the farmer’s crop to the
nearest siding. The cost of carting the
crop under that eontract is generally
more than the price of the wagon. Be-
sides there is this aspeet, that if the
farmer were supplied with a wagon there
would be available after the carting was
done at leasl the value of the wagon.
Mewbers who know anything of the sab-
ject will know that a wagon does not
suifer very severely through working one
or two years. The board eould supply
wagons at less than it costs to eontract
for the carting of the wheat. To prove
what I say, I hbave brought a few samples
of phe letters we have received. T will not
read them all, but only those portions
which are of interest in view of the re-
marks I am now making. This is one
from Carter & Son, of Nangeenan. I
give the name because they are well es
tablished settlers—

Just a line to you in reference bo the
wagon. The Industries Assistance
Board guaranteed me the wagon before
T laft to have it Jdelivered to me 10 two
months’ time. T will want it in one
month from now. T am writing by this
mail giving them a shaking wp. I am
felling them that you want an immed-
izle reply from me, as I purchased the
wagon from you, ouly waiting for them
to give their sanction. Tell them you
hold me responsible uatil 1 eancel my
order with you.  Please go up and
send the wagon as soon as yon can,
for they must supply me and pay for-
it. Tt will cost them £75 or £80 if they
pay for ecarting, and then they will
bave to wait the convenience of the
carter. There 15 no chanee of borrow-
ing this year; that is what they want
me to do.

Any hon, member who knows the situ-
ation of that man's farm will know that
the tender he had received for carling his
produce, £75 to £80, was reasonable. The
price quoted to the Farmers’ Assistance
Board for a wagon for this man was
£68 10s. L does not seem to me a busi-
ness proposition lo pay £73 to £30 for
the cartine—and the Government must
pav for the earting. that is through the-
Assistance Board——
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My. Thomson:; The farmers have to
pay that in the end,

Mr. BOLTON: The question is that
when the crop has been taken off, the
Farmers’ Assisiance Board, in order to
get a return of their money, must eart
the erop to the siding; and if the board
has to pay from £75 to £50 for the cart-
ing, lon, members will realise that after
piying for the earting there is- not any-
thing left but the wheat at the siding,
whereas, if the man had been given a
wagon in which to do the carting himself,
the hoard would bhave a lien on the
wagon. It would be cheaper if the board
were to go further into this question and
allow those settlers who are urgently in
need to obtain the necessary money to
pay for the wagons they require. I have
another letier, - from “Studley Park,”
dated the 5th August of this year—

Would you be good enough to give
me o quole for a farm wagon, special
measurements as follows:—

Then is given the size of the axles and
the different measurements.

A light but strong wagon is needed,
and when yon know that the carting is
17 miles to the siding, and through
four miles of heavy sand, you will bel-
ter undersiand our wants and see the
reason for wanting three horses in the
shafts.

That explains the special measurements
they want.
And three in the front. I find this
is a better method of getling a more
direct pull, and the horses work better.
You wmay send your specifications as
well. This wagon is peeded by the
1st Qctober. This order is subject to
the approval of the Industries Assist-
ance Board, and I am now awaiting
their final approval for same, My
crop is 380 acres.
Now, 580 gzeres to be earted 17 miles,
four miles of it through sand, will, 1
think, show that the eost of carting that
crop, withont the railing, will be enor-
mous indeed. The letier proceeds—

1f we decide to do business, it must
be elearly understood that the payment
for the same will be made by the In-
dustries Assisitance Board, who have
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full eontrol over my crop and the dis-
iribution of the proceeds from same,

That is signed “Edith J, Ball’—I think
some hon. members know the property.
Tiie board are thns shown to have full
control of the erop and full contrel over
the proceeds of the sale of the crop; and
they would also have full control over
the wagon. Naturally, the firm declined
lo build wagons on those conditions. I
bring this question forward because it
may be possible under this Bill, when in
Commitiee, to permit a wagon, dray, or
other wvehicle used by a farmer to be
Lreated in the same way by the Farmers'
Assistance Board as ‘under the Agrieul-
tural Bank Aect, under which horses, ma-
chinery, and wagons are ineluded as se-
carity. In the Industries Assistance Aet
there is no mention in Schedule 3 of
wagon or dray; and it is also provided
that any surplus remaining over from
the amount derived from the erop taken
from the land is to be allocated as pro-
vided in Scheduie 3. In that sehedule
everything is .included for which pay-
ment or pari payment bas to be made,
exeept the wagon which the farmer
wants. This should be an opportune
time to amwend this Bill in that
direction. I do not claim any personal
knowledge of farming, but those mem-
bers who have a practical knowledge of
that indnstry will at once admit that a
wagon is just as essential to a farmer as
a harvester or binder,

Member: This amending Bill provides
against that,

Mr. BOLTON: It is enfirely unsatis-
factory to those wanting to boild a
wagon, Let us not forget that. The
epreatest diflienlty of the farmer is that
if he has to pay for cartage it goes on to
the cost. T am prepared to give the
names and addresses of everyone of the
46 applicanis for wagons whom I have
mentioned, in order to show that they are
genuineg. Additional acreage under ¢rop
means additional farm machinery, and
also additional vehicle power to take away
the crop. Hon. members will recollect
that the Premier, in introdueing his Bud-
wet, spoke of 500,000 acres additional
heing under crop this season. If the
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House agrees with me that there should
he some provision of the nature I have
suggested, there will be an opportunity
for making it during the Committee
stage. For the present I content myself
with bringing the matter under the notice
ol hon. members. Some assurance should
be ohtained from the Minister for Lands
in regard to future actions of the Farm-
ers’ Assistance Board.

Hon. J. MITCHELL  (Northam)
{3.17]: Aecording to my reading of See-
tion 9 of the principal Act, the argument
of the last speaker is wrong.

Mr. Bolton: Wagons are not included.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T think they are.

Mr, Bolton: The Crown Law aunthori-
ties have declared that -a wagon ig not
inelided,

Hon, J. MITCHELL:: 1 think they
would declare a wagon to be included if
the Farmers’ Assistance Board desire to
supply wagons. Mr, Sayer, I faney,
would rule either way, So far as I can
sce, the wngon is intended to be covered
Dy Section Y. I'he amendrents desired
by the Minister are merely designed to
wrive effect to what were the intentions of
Paclianent when passing the Aet. 1t
i= froe that the time limit of the Aet is
to be extended by a couple of years or
so. That in my opinion is a wise pro-
viston, Then, the DMinister intends to
charge a commission lo the farmer on
meneys dishursed on the farmer’s behalf
outside payments to the Crown,  That
is teasonalle, seeing the farmer would
have to pay the commission lo others; and
I daresay that the people receiving the
money will find the commission. Another
new provision is in regard to caveals.
The Act provides that a caveat may be
lodged when the appliecant for assistance
has signed what is praetieally an order
for supplies. Even there, however, no
amount is stated; so that by agreeing to
the Minister’s suggestion we shall not be
doing the farmer an injustice. A letter
from the farmer will afford just the same
protection as an acknowledgement which
does not state an amount. There is, how-
ever, another amendment which ought lo
be made. Injustice will be worked unless
the Bill is further amended in the diree-

tion 1 have indicated on the Notice Paper.
Some confusion appears to lLave arisen
in the drafting of Seclion 23 of the prin-
cipal Act, because it is not clear that the
wleat sold by the farmer, which he has
failed to deliver, is identical with the
wheat sold by the purchaser from the
farnter and the sub-purchaser under that
purchaser. The amendments I have on
the Notice Paper will at any rate assist
in affording the protection whick we in-
tended to give when framing the Aet,
and which [ think Parliament will de-
sire 1o cexiend to all who follow the
Farmer, namely, the purchaser and all
sub-purchasers, The Bill contains one or
two other minor provisions which are
neetled lo protect the farmer. I trust the
amendment I bave placed on the Notice
PPaper will find favour with hon. mem-
bers. | suppose it was impossible to
foresee, in drafting the principal mea-
sure, all the little troubles whiech might
arise; and it is quite natural that we
ghould be asked to amend the Aet. If
the Aet pontinnes in foree T darosay we
shall from time to time find something to
amend in it. I have much pleasure in
supporting the second reading.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [5.23]: I shonld like to say a
few words in support of the second read-
ing. I am pleased to notice the amend-
ments placed on lhe Notice Paper by the
member for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell)
refative to wheat eontracls. Considerable
difficulty has arisen in that connection
throughout the agrieultural distriets. I
think the position indicafed by the
amendments is due partly o Lhe fact
that in many ecases the applications for
assisiance signed hy the farmers in good
faith and sent forward have not reached
the Farmers’ Assistance Biard. There
have heen many complaints on that score
in mv own electorate, farmers who under-
stood thal they were applying for assist-
ance, and who had signed and sent on
applications for relief from their con-
traets, finding that those applicalions have
never heen lodged at the local court, with
the result that the farmers have not re-
ceived the relief to which they are en-
titled. The position of those farmers is
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a very serious one, and defence commit-
tees have been formed at Wickepin and
elsewhere to deal with ii.  Some hon.
members at all events must regret that
wheat contracts were nol entirely can-
celled when the principal measure was
before Parliament at the beginning of
this year. Another point to which I de-
gire to refer briefly is that the present
Bill perpeinates the interest charge of
6 per cent. on all advances made. As
regards actual money advaneed by the
Government in payment for commodities
supplied to the farmers, I do not think
that under existing financial econditions
anycne wounld eomplain of paying 6 per
cent.; bul I do think that a charge of
6 per cent. on the amount of land rates
being paid in such a generous degree—I
think the Premier told us that £115,000
has atready been paid on this account—
is too high.

The Minister for Lands: Is it generous
to pay vour just debts?

iMr. E. B, JOENSTON: Reanlly, the
transaction amounts only to a hookkeep-
ing entry. The least the Government
could do would he to charge a lower rate
of inlerest on the monev advanced for
rents,

The Minister for Lands: Would the
hon, member agree to aholishing the 6
per cent. interest and enforeing the fines?
The Land Act says I must fine for non-
payment of rents. Would the hon. mem-
ber agree to that?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Nothing of
the kind. As regards money paid for
land rent. interest at the rate of three
per cent. wonld bhe ample.

The Minister for Lands: Plus the fine?

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON, Without any
fine whatever. The predecessor of the
Minister for Lands promised to waive

the fines, and did waive them to
drought-stricken settlers for a good
many months withont Parliamentary

authority; and T congratulate the present
Minister for T.ands on having continued
that policy so far. I am sure Parliament
will endorse his action when there is a
chance of doing so. But this is the posi-
tion to-day. We are disposing of Crown
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lands on the lensehold system, and the
rental eharged is for rural lands only
3 per cent. on the value, while for town
lands it is 4 per eceni. That is the law of
the country in regard to the disposal of
town and rural lands at the present time.
Yet to the farmer who is in arrear with
his land rents—venls which in many in-
stances are assessed on a hasis out of all
proportion to the value of the land at
present—we say that we will pay his
arrears for him and charge him 6 per
cent, per annum interest on the amount.
In a number of cases arrears to the ex-
tent of £100, and even £150, have accu-
mulated. If the GGovernment had to find
the money in hard cash

The Premier: We have to.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No.

The Premier: Then who is finding it?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If tke Gov-
ernment did not pay these land rents ount
of loan, they would not get them. The
farmer conld not pay them. The Gov-
ernment simply transfer the money from
loan to revenue and eharge the distressed
settler 6 per cent. for a book-keeping
entryv.  The Government have to raise
the money to finance the deficit by =
book entry. They utilise it for the pur-
pose of paving these land rents and
transfer it to revenue.

Mr. James Gardiner: Have the (Gov-
ernment been financing their defieit ont
of Loan funds?

Mr, E. B, JOHNSTON: Yes, and they
would still be doing it on an immense
defieit if this particular provision had
not heen passed: because before utilising
the meney they book it up to the farmer
—it i3 a mere book entry—-and then they
charge him G per cent. interest. They
charge that interest for an entry made jn
the bhooks of the Lands Department.

The Premier: Ahsolutely incorreet. Ts
not the money hronght to aceount on the
revenue side?

Mr. . B. TOHNSTON. Of course it is.

The Premier: And expended?

Alr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If it were not
brought to acecount in that way, the
deficit would simply be so much the
larger, and the Treasurer would not be
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drawing 6 per cent. interest, or any in-
terest, from the droughf-stricken farmer,
hecanse of that book-keeping entry.

The Premier: It is costing us the in-
terest on that proportion of the deficit.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The Govern-
ment would not get the money, because
the farmer whe has suffered from the
drought—and he alone comes under this
Bill—would not be able to meet the
charge. However, because the Farmers’
Assistance Board pay the rent, and in-
cidentally give ihe Government the right
to treat the amount as revenue instead of
as loan. the farmer is hooked up with 6
per cent, interesl. | am sure ihe member
far Irwin {Mr. James Gardiner) sees
the point.

Mr, James Gardiner: T am trying fo
undersiand your methods of financing.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: 1 can only
think that the hon. member does not want
to see it. 1 am constrained to that belief.

The Premier: You are an ex-civil ser-
vapl. If one talks to civil servants abount
expenditure they always say, “It is just
8 book-keeping entry.” [ know all about
their book-keeping entries.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The rents are
being paid in this way by the Farmers’
Assistance Board really for the purpose
of assisting the Government in their rev-
enue account, and the farmers as a class
pay their proportion of the interest on
the general deficit, as well as this special
charge on the disiressed section of
their eclass. Another point T would
like to mention is that 1 hope the Minis-
ter will make some explanation in regard
to the ecireular sent by the Farmers’ As-
sistance Board to the various storekeep-
ers asking for a deduction of 214 per
eent. on all accounts paid by the board
in the future.

The Alinister for Lands: No. We
are charging 2% per eent. on eash pay-
ments; we are nol asking for a dedue-
tion.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yon are ask-
ing for discount.

Mr. James Gardiner: They ought to
be thankful for 234 per ecent. discount
for cash.
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I hope it is
not going to add to the burden that the
setilers have to bear in the shape of an
increased charge for stores, ete. In
regard to the remarks of the mem-
ber for Houth Fremantle (Mr. Bol-
ton) concerning supplying wagous to
farmers, [ look at the watter from
a slightly different point of view,
but T must say that, if the Act does
not give the Industries Assistance Board
power to deal with cazes of that kind on
their merits, it certainly ought to do so.
1t would he wise to support the Govern-
ment in any proposal made to give the
boavd power to buy a wagon for a settler
an a well reculated farm, raller than
that the Dbeoard should pay a large sum
for earting the farmer’s produce. TUnless
this power is given at the end of the
periad of the harvest the board would
pay this money for cartage and would
have no asset in the shape of a wagon.
1 hope that when the Bill is in Committes
the member for South Fremantle will
muve an amendment in the direction he
proposed,

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Greencugh):
[5.5]: As the Act which the Bill seeks
to amend was only passed last session to
deal with matters which were almost new
to us, we did not have much experience
in that regard. It is natural, therefore,
that the Aet should require some amend-
ment at the present fime. I think that
most of the amendments proposed in the
Bill before us will meet the case. The
member for South Fremantle (Mr. Bol-
ton) referred 1o one case in which a far-
mer received all the assistance that he
required but was left short of a wagon.
It appears that the legal definition of the
word “implements” does not inciude wag-
ons, and the board therefore have no
power to make advances for the pur-
chase of this farm necessity.

The Minister for Lands: We have any
amount of power to make advances for
wagons.

Mr. Bolton: But you bave not made
any advances vet.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: If there be any
doubt about the legal definition of the
word "implements” it would be better
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now, when we are amending the Bill, to
take the opportunity of widening the de-
finition so that wagons might be included.
I do not say thal every settler who ap-
plies for a wagon should have his appli-
eation granted, but I think that appliea-
tions of this kind like all others which
are lodged by setilers should be dealt
wilh on their merits, And, as there is a
large area under crop this year, there
will be the need for more wagons. If
they are not supplied, money will have to
be found to pay for the ecarting. Many
of the people who own wagons or drays
will use them for carting their own pro-
duce to market, and the men who have
not got them will have to wait until the
end, and then perbaps have to pay more
than the cost of the wagon would be. I
think it would be a sound business pro-
position to, wherever possible, make the
necessary advance to enable the farmer
to purchase a wagon. Another matter in
the Rill T wish to refer to relates to com-
missions. T take it that commission will
be colleeted on the surplus which will he
distributed fo other ereditors. Perhaps
that is only @ business proposal, but
most farmers would like to know what
" will be the amount of the commission. T
think it would be advisable if a scale in
that direction were fixed. T will not take
up the time of the House any further he-
canse the malters to which I have re-
ferred and others as well ean be dealt
with in Committee.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford—in reply}
[610] : T appreciate the manner in
which hon. members have approached
the consideration of this Bill, and T
appreciate to a very great exfent the
statements made by the member for
Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) in connection
with the administration of the affairs
of the board. There is no question
that the members of the board bave
had a very trying time indeed, and they
bave had more kicks than ha’pence from
those who cught to have assisted them.
More partienlarly does that apply to the
so-called leading newspaper of the State,
the West Australian, which went to the
extent of hampering the board by send-
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ing a special commissioner to the agri-

cultural districts to try and stir ap diffi-

culties. Those difficulties and many others

were stirred up, more, I think, for per-

sonal reasons, personal against myself, or

for party reasons against lhe Govern-

ment, and they did hamper the board to

a great extent, I can assure hon. mem-

bets that, on many oeceasions, the bhoard

beeame absolutely disheartened bhecause

of the liitle encouragement they were get-

fing from those who ought to have known

better. As I pointed out when T moved

the second reading of the Bill, the hoard

overcame the difficulties to the extent that

they got a much larger area under erop

than the State has ever had under erop

before. That in itself is sufficient to

justify the eulogy which has come from

hon, members this afternoon. The mem-

ber for Toodyay appealed fo the Govern-

ment not to take the full amouni of the

arrears of land rents out of the surplus

of next year’s harvest. That is impos-

sible, even if we desired to do so. We

have no wish to hamper the settlers; we
simply want to see that the land rents are

paid, and those who are in arrears to the -
State should carry the responsibility of
those arrcars without transferring that
respongibility on to the general com-
munity., If the hon. member will look up
the principal Act he will see by the Third
Schedule that it is not until the sixth
distribution of the surplus that the ques-
tion of land reats receives any considera-
tion at all and then we can only take
from next year’s ¢rop one year of arrears
and not the total. Tt is true, as the mem-
ber for Wiliams-Narrogin has pointed
ont, that we get 6 per cent. an the ar-
rears, hut the hon. member demonstrated
that he has not studied the finances of
the State very closely, becaunse if we had
a surplus on revenue aecount there would
be some point in his criticism, but we
have a deficiency, and it is met from loan .
funds and the interest on the loan funds
has to be paid by the general community.
That deficiency has been caused, to a
great extent, by arrears of land rents.

Mr. Willmott: You have salready got
more in land renis than you expected to

gel.
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The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: No.
When I introduced the Bill making pro-
vision for land rents I made up my mind
to get in the arrears. It is true that the
ezecutive of the Farmers and Settlers’
Association endeavoured to prevent the
farmers signing forms, and that did de-
lay matters. If those gentlemen had not
taken that course, we would bave had less
difficulty in regard to collecting the rents,
and we might have got more in. But the
arrears are coming in and, if the farmers
do not pay the arrears of rents, their
lands will undoubtedly be forfeited. Only
to-day T had a conference with the officers
telling them to put up the nawes of those
who had not paid their rents and I would
proceed immediately to forfeit their hold-
ings. Hou. members will see the ahsp-
lute injustice of the position, A man
very often goes lo the bank and he pays
8 per cenl. for his money. The man who
comes under the Indusiries Assistance
Board pays 6 per cent. and the man who
signs his form and gets the money ad-
vanced from the board has been payinv
& ror gent, fov i, but lbe wan who has
been listening to the executive of the
Farmers and Settlers has been trying
to dodge the payment of that 6 per
cent. by not signing the form. I am
going to move when the Bill is in
Committee that the payment of in-
terest shall start from the time the
Aet was passed, so that those people shall
pay the same interest as the man who
takes the straightforward course of pay-
ing through the Assistance Board when
first appealed to, I have a great deal of
sympathy for the farmer and I know his
value to the State. T know also that the
future of the State depends upon the sue-
cessful development of our agricultural
districts, but at the same time hon. mem-

hers must realise thai the State can-
not go on perpetnally spoon-feed-
ing the farmers, The member for

Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston)
gets on my nerves sometimes with bis
appeals for the farmers.

Vr. E. B. Johnston:
mine occasionally,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He
seems to think the State should go on

And you get on

897

perpetually spoon-feeding the farmer,.
that the farmer cught to get a wagon,
that he ought to be supplied with a train,
and get a machine just whenever he wants
it.

Mr.
for it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
the member for Williams-Narrogin ob-
jects when the farmer is asked to pay. I
have travelled through the country just
a5 much as any other member, yet I do
not find the farmer always erying out
for (Government assistance. Tt is only in
this Chamber that we have member after
member making special appeals for the
farmer, The hon. member apparently
thinlks that because he makes a special
appeal for the farmer he will get some
special consideration from the farmer
when he appeals to bim at election time.
Hon, members shonld get away from
these small issnes, and realise that we
have to pull together to develop the in-
dustry, but that it must be developed on
sonnd financial lines, that we cannot go
on giving to any one section of the com-
munity a special consideration to which
it is not justly entitled. However, I am
proud to repeat that the farmer does not
expeet all spoon-feeding.

My, Harrison: In respeet to those who
did pay their land rent, does not Clause
3 still stand?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
that is retrospective. I have pledged my
word on that. The next question raised
by the hon. member was in regard to the
supply of wagons. TUnder the Bill, we
have power to supply wagons and machi-
nery. There has been no question raised
as to the power of the Government to ad-
vance for wagons or drays or spring
carts.

Mr. Hickmott: You have done so.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
we have, but whal 1tbe member for South
TFremantle (Mr, Bolton) is appealing for
is that wagons should be placed on a
different footing from other machinery.
We made an arrangement with the Cham-
ber of Commerce and agreed that we
would advance the first instalment: on
machinery. Hundreds of harvesters are

Thomson: You make them pay
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being bought on the guarantee of the
Industries Assistance Board te pay the
first instalment.

Mr. Bolton: Leaving a bill of sale for
the wnerchant,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
hundreds of veapers and bhinders and
ploughs also are being bought in the same
way. All that the Industries Assistance
Board is doing is to guarantec the first
payment. We are prepared to do in
respect to wagons what we have done in
regard to other machinery. I am not
going to argue ahout the bill of sale.
What we do in regard fo the purchase
of harvesters, we are prepared to do in
respect to a wagon; nothing more and
nothing less,

Mr. Bolton: And puarantee the bill of
sale?

The MINISTER TFOR
will give the same conditions as
other people gei,

LANDS : I
the

Mr. Thomson: What are they?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 do
not know, but they are all on the same
footing. ‘I'he hon. member sjid that in a
number of cases when a wagon is hought
it iz paid for from one year's harvest.
That would apply to the harvester or to
the reaper and binder.

Mr. Bolton: 1 did noi say any sueh
thing. [ said it would be paid for in one
vem’s eavting.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: Yes,
that one wear’s earting of the produce
of next harvest would pay for the wagon.
We may sayv that the proceeds of the
pexi vear’s harvest will pay for the har-
vesler. Suppose we went on like that,
and all had a preference claim, there
would be nothing left of the erop. Why
does the farmer pay for his harvester,
his reaper and binder and his horses on
time payment? Simply because he knows
that the machine will not be worked out
or rendered useless after the first year’s
erop, but will serve for qunite a number
of crops, and consequently he spreads
his payment over a period.

Mr. Thomson : I de not. think the argu-
ment applies.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS : It
does, exactly. However, I am not going
to allow the board to pay eash for wagons
to the extent of £60 or £70, when we are
not paying in like propertion for har-
vesters or reapers and binders, or other
machinery neeessary to gei in next vear's
crop,

Mr. Belton:
pay.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I
have told the hon. member that he will
be put on the same basis as  olhers,
neither more nor less.

You were not asked to

Mir. Bolton: You are a good dodger.

The MINISTER IOR LANDS : If
the hon. member becomes offensive 1 ean
refaliate. Thig is nof in lhe best taste,
coming from the hon, member, seeing
that he knows that nobody has a desire
to do an injustice to the firm wlose case
lie has advoeated. That firm will be put
ont lhe same basis as all others. We are
already advaneing for wagons, and there
is no singling out of particular firms or
makers of harvesters or other implements
1 wish to emphasise the point that the
board iz not advancing money for every
machine the farmer asks for. For in-
stance, if a farmer having only 25 acres
asks for a reaper and hinder, he does not
get it. Numbers of them require wagous,
and ¢onsequently ianstructions have "bheen
given and a definite arrangement made
as {o the area nnder erop necessarvy he-
fore a farmer can get a reaper and
binder, necessary before fe can get a
harvester, and necessary before he enn
get a wagon. The lon. member com-
plained that the board had consulted the
Agrienltural Bank, We would be in a
nive position if we did not do this. We
do it in every case in regard to machi-
nery. We have to find out how much
the Agriculiural Bank has advanced to
the farmer for machinery previous to his
applying to the Tndusiries Assistance
Board. Tf he has machinery from the
Agricuilnral Bank, he i= not likely to get
it from the board, and very often. even
thongh he has not had nssistance from
the Agricultural Bank, if his area under
erop is not sufficiently large, he will not
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iget assistance from the Industries Assist-
ance Board. Again, even though he has
a sufliciently large area under crop, if
bis linaneial position is snek that he ean-
not carry an exira burden, the board will
pot do business with him. The whole
thing must be run on sound husiness lines.
Moreover, in regard to advances for
wagons and other requisites applied for
by the farmer, if we make all these ad-
vances, where is the wse of the third
‘schedule? Tt simply means that the ad-
vances will eat up all the surplus, and
the arrears of liabilities due to outside
merchants will have to stand aside. If
one buys a wagon this year, one has £68
or £70 less to distribute to the creditors,
who have been waiting two or three
years, and one is taking the risk of dis-
tribution as outlined in the third sche-
dule. We have that responsibility to the
merchants, and we consider it when de-
ciding whether or not an advance shall
be made for machinery. No doubt ques-
tions wilt be asked in Committee, T will
he only too plamsed to gnswer thew, Iu
regard to insurance, I find there is no
justifieation for the report that arrange-
ments had heen made for the under-
writers to start insuring farmers’ ¢rops
from the 1st Qetober. I had previously
made arrangements with the Chamber of
Commeree and the insurance companies
that the farmer should be allowed to use
his own discretion up to a given date.

Mr. Harrison: Provided the Govern-

ment are seeured.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
he is not insured hy the 15th October the
Government will step in and insure, so
as to protect their interests.

Mr. Harrison: Would youn insure all
the e¢rop from the 15th October?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
does not follow. We are giving every
farmer till the 15th Oectober to decide
whether he is going to do it himself. If
he does notl do so, then we will start in-
saring as we think best, aceording to
climatic and other conditions.

Mr. Hnrrison: There is his growing
* erop, and there is another risk in the
stack. Diiferent periods will be required.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Industries Assistance Board will not in-
sure for one day longer than is neces-
sary, The farmers will be allowed to
use their own discretion till the 15th
October. After that we must protect our
own interests. No forcing is being done
by the board. The farmers can do as
they like until the 15th October.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And they must
notify you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
insurance eompanies will notify us.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

BILL — MINES REGULATION
' ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [3.57]:
That the Rill contains debatable matter is
unquestionable, and the Minister is to be
sowplunenied on tite spirit of equity that
characterised his remarks in moving the
second reading. The Bill brings back to
my mind days of long ago, when I ocen-
pied the position now held by the Min-
ister. In those days T desired—as no
doubi the Minister to-day desires—to im-
partially hold the balance between the
workers in the mines and the mine own-
ers. The Bill eannot be said to affect any
question of general policy, and therefore
it may be dealt with on non-party lines.
Hon, members on this side will agree with
the manner in which T am prepared to
deal with il. Still T teost that as I pro-
pose to deal with it on non-party lines,
[ may be credited with having given the
matter thorough consideration and studied
it from all aspeets. [ propose to deal
with it free from any prejudice and to
express my well-matored and considered
oppinion on the subject. The Bill deals
really with only one important question,
namely, the appointment of additional
inspectors classed as workmen's inspec-
tors. The whole measure hinges on that.
To the appointment of speecial inspectors
to deal with partieularly fechnical matters
in regard to mining, there can be no valid
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objection, and I am certain it is not a
debatable malter. Six sections of the prin-
cipal Act are to be repealed and others
substituted for them. The majority of
these are merely a repetition of the re-
pealed clanses with, in some cases, slight
alterations. The main question to econ-
sider, therefore, is purely the appoini-
ment of workmen’s inspectors. 1 can
quite appreciate the fact that mine-own-
ers and managers might be very naturally
jealous of the control of their property
being interfered with. Hon. members will
admit that this is only a natural course
for them 1o pursue, but at the same time
we have to hear in mind that the whole
control of mining is directed under the
Act and regulations, Mining is controlled
from top to bottom, from the surface fo
the deepest level, by the Act and regu-
lations, so it cannot bhe said that this is
an industry which has never been snbject
to legislative control. It is not like indus-
tries, such as many of us are engaged in,
farming and grazing, but is an entirely
different industry and one whieh differs
from nearly all olher forms of employ-
ment. In connection with the work of
the men in the mines, one has to approach
the subjeet with a judietal mind. In
this partieular industry men are subject
to greater dangers and risks than those
engaged in any other form of industry,
From the experience of goldmining I have
gathered in this country, and after hav-
ing travelled as T did through and through
so many mines in Western Australia, 1
cannot help but feel now, even though
many days have since passed, some sym-
pathy for those who spend their lives deep
in the earth working as miners. Pro-
hably there is some faseination about the
employment. Otherwise I do not think
anyone wonld engage in 1.  This work
.is not like that of the farmer who, day
after day, has the heavens above him
and the green fields around bim, and as
he sits on his plough or other implement,
his animals in front of him and the birds
of the air and sun above him to ¢heer
him in the work in which he is engaged.
In the mining industry, a man is shnt
out from the world and has only his
fellow men heside him and, above all is
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this consideration, thai he is there subject
to risks to which other employees are not
liable. Therefore, in my opinion, his
wishes and desires should reeeive some
consideration at the hands of all those
who want to see justice meted out to this
section of the community. The Minister
has informed the House that the appoint-
ment of workmen's inspectors existe in
one form or another in all legislation
dealing with mining, 1 shounld have liked
the Minister to he more explicit on this
point. 1 have not gone forth to seek
information from any onec with regard
io this quesiion. T simply desire to judge
it from the knowledge 1 have been able 1o
acquire through long application of at-
lention lo matters such as this. [ have
not approached any one purposely to seck
advice, preferring to deal with it as the
Minister has done from one’s own know-
ledge and judgment. 1 have no donht
that when the Minister replies to the <le-
bate, he will be able to give, as I request
him to o, more explicit information vn
this point. I have heord it said during
the course of the debate that, although
the Minister informed the Honse this
provision existed, i did wot apply io
xold-mining in any other part of the
world. Before we deal finally with tle
measure, | should like the Mimster o
put {he flouse right on this question. The
Minister stated that the Royal Commis-
sion appointed in 1904 reported in favonr
of workmen's inspectors. This was a very
strang argument in support of the Min-
ister’s case, The Royal Commission was
appointed by the ex-Minister for Mines,
Mr. Gregory, to inguire into the question
of the ventilation and sanitafion in mines.

The Minister for Mines: No. by Mr
Hastie.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Commis-
sion was gigned by Mr. Gregory.

The Minister for Mines: That is right.
the report was made in Mr. Hastie’s
time.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Commis-
ston was appointed by Mr. Gregory. The
Liheral Government did not go out of
office until August, 1904. T was in Ena-
land at the time, and T know this Com.’
mission was appointed in April, 1804, and
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was signed by Mr, Gregory. The Com-
mission consisted of Mr. Montgomery,
Chief Mining Engineer, Dr. Black, Com-
missioner of Health, Mr. Hewitson, a
mine manager with whom T have had
long acquaintance and whom I regard as
8 representative mine manager, Dr. Jack,
Mr. Mann, the Government Analyst, Mr.
Reid, and Mr. Carr, who represented the
Mine Workers’ Association. If ihe ob-
ject in appointing the Commission is to
be achieved, their report, made after
taking evidence thronghout the length and
breadth of the country, should be well
¢onsidered by this House. The Commns-
sion reported in favour of the principle
of ihese appointments, and there was no
minority report. I wish to be perfectly
fair and will quote the report—

Tn view of the importance of venli-
lation and good sanitary conditions in
and aboui mines to the health of the
men employed, it seems to us reason-
able that they shouid have faeciiiites {or
inspection and report in metalliferous
mines in the same way as they have
in the collieries.

The Minister for Mines: That means
the collieries here.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I do not krow
whefther they meant here or elsewhere.

The Minister for Mines: Everywhere,
T think; it has been the universal prac-
tice.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T take it rhat
they meant it obtained in collieries all
over the world, The report continued—

To make the cheek inspeetors’ office
of the most value, they should be per-
manently engaged in the larger centres,
and not merely employees of the mine
told off to go round from time to lice,
though this might be necessary in
smaller places, We are of opinion
that they should be appointed and re-
moved by the recognised assoeiations of
miners of each district subject to ap-
proval by the Minister for Mines—

And this is an important point not pro-
vided for in the Bill before us—

who should, however, possess full power

to dismiss them if be thinks fit, and

they should be paid by the associations
with the aid of a subsidy from the State
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and they should report through the in-
spectors of mines.

Sitiing suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Before tea I
read (o the House a report of ithe Royal
Commission appointed by the Liberal
Government in 1904 with regard to
the important questions embodied in the
Bill. 3f my judgment has to some ex-
tent been influenced by a perusal of this
report [ do not think that any exception
can be taken to the fact, when one comes
to consider that the report was made by a
body of men under a Liberal regime, and
appointed by a Government representa-
tive of the policy of the Liberal party,
a policy as it exists in Western Australia
and with which I must be recognised as
being fuolly imboed. If, therefore, I have
taken into consideration this report T
am anre that no  hon, member in this
House can take exception fo my having
done so. The State mining engineer, the
Minister stated, has also consistently sup-
ported the appointments as laid down
in the present Bill. This, I believe, is
correct, In my opinion there is no one
more competent to judge of a matter of
this deseription than the gentleman who
is appointed to such a high position. If
we are to have people appointed and oe-
cupying these posilions for the guidance
of different Governments 1 think we
would do well at any rate to weigh care-
fully the opinions which may be given by
those olficers. We should see that the
person appointed is thoroughly elficient
and compelent in every way, We should
endenvour to see further that as far as
possible he is fair minded, free from bias,
and, above all things, free from any out-
side influence. If these gualifications can
be relied upon I see no reason to believe
that such an appointment can work for
anyviling else but good. T observe that
whilst Section 5 of the prineipal Aet is
repealed, a very important point has
been left out with regard to workmen's
inspeciors, District inspectors have to
pass an examination, but under this Act
no examinaiion is required for workmen’s
inspectors. In mwy opinion, in order to
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get thorongh competence in (hose who

may come under the operutions eonducted
iy the persen appointed as is proposed
mnder this Aect, it is necessary that he
siioulil e perfectly efficient. For that
reason he should undergo an examination.
It i1& not suflicient Lo say that he has bad
five years’ experience in mining, There
are many men who have had more than
five years’ experience and who perbaps
ltave spent a life time in mining, but who
would still be incompetent to fill a posi-
tion sueh as this, 1 am quite sare that
lon. members, even on the opposite side
of the House, would agree with me in this.
1 fully realise the fact that the associa-
tion of mine workers would endeavour to
see that the man appointed to soch a
position was efficient. It is to their in-
terests that he should be efficient, and 1
have sulficient faith in thai fine body
of men to believe that they would en-
deavour to see that the man appointed
was efficient to fill that position. To give
thorough confidence to all those who are
engaged in mining—the workmen them-
selves as well as the mine manage-
ment—TI think that the inspector shounld
nndergo some class of examination, to
he arranged under the regulations
by the Minister for Mines in the same
way as is arranged for the ordinary in-
gpector of mines, At the same time 1
cousider, as the Royal Commisgsion re-
commended, that this should be laid
down. There should be no doubt about
the matlter. The Minister himself, who
must be all supreme in mining 1natters,
should have the full righi of dismissal.
If the Act and regulations ave to be pro-
perly carried out in Western Australia
the Minister for Mines must be beyond
all inflnences., T do not care what that
influence is, whether it is the influence of
the workers or of the mine managers
themselves. The Minister is there in the
mos! important position, I think, that
any Minister occupies in Western Aus-
tralin, and T feel sure that he has those
around him who ean sufficiently advise
lim without it being necessary for him
to go outside to get the information he
requires. If it is necessary that this in-
spector should have five years’ experience
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in practieal mining as provided, that ex-
perience should be obtained-—we will not
say immediately prior to the appointment
becavse that would mean he would have
to he taken straight out of the mine—
within a reasonable time of his appoint-
ment, [ think hon. members will agree
with me that, becanse a man has had ex-
perience some vears back, it is no reason
why we should infer from that that. bis
experience would carry him through so
as to enable him to fill such a position,
particalarly in an industry like that of
mining where the conditions ehange so
rapidly and where nnder the new scienti-
fie treatment and improved methods of
operations the work in connection with
mines has become so entirely different.
It would be an improvement if some pro-
vision was made in the Act so that prac-
tieal experience counld be obtained within
sulficient time prior to the man’s appoint-
ment so as to assure all parties that this
practical experience would be good. It
may bhe argued that the workers them-
selves, who have the right to recommend
this appointment, should be sufficiently
able to judge of a matter of this sort. I
say that if full confidence has to be given
in the man ocenpying a position of this
nature it is well that there should be no
slone left unturned to ensure the giving
of (hat confidence, I am in faveur of
the principle embodied in the Bill. At
the saune time, it must he considered by
some to be open o misuse. All positions
are open to msuse. Even our police
foree is apen to misuse.

The Minister for Mines: Look at the
powers they have.

Hon, H. R, LEFROY: The very posi-
tion of a nililary man is open Lo mis-
use, and we frequently see it and hear of
it. I am not one of those who will en-
deavour to drag a ved herring such as
this across the path of my eonsideration
in conneetion with snch an important
matter. Tf the prineiples of the Bill be-
eome law il must be left to the fair-
minderdness of the men to see that the
most capable individual is recommended
and made free from outside influence,
that he is placed there and left alone, and
that nen one tries to inflaence him in the
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work he has to carry out. 1f this is done,
and T helieve that a large majority of
hon. members will sirive to arrive at
this, then the Bill as proposed should not
only meet with (he respect of the com-
munity but elieit the confidence of em-
ployer and emplovee alike. I suppose it
is no use wishing for the millenium, slill
[ look forward to that period when the
sense of man will have brought about a
better relationship hetween employee
and employer, This nuestion of appoint-
ment, or rather the objections to this ap-
pointment, of workmen inspectors, comes
within that category. The objections are
generally raised because he is a workman
inspector. In my opinion in an all-im-
portant industry such as this, it is well
te give to the workman some power or
appointinenl such as we have embodied
in this Bill. At tbe same time, T trust
that the departure will tend towards
zood. Wiile I am on iuis point, T should
like to remind hon. members of a fable
written by Aesop, almost 2,000 years
ago, in which he said the Members re-
belled against the Belly. They said, “WVe
have to do all the work whilst you live
in luxury and comfort.” They rebelled,
andl said, “We are not going to have any
more of this; we are going 1o do no more
work to enable you to live in luxury and
comfort.”” Thev refused to do more, and
what was the result? They began to
dwindle away and became weak, and in
the end they found that they were in a
worse condition. I think that may be
taken as an allegory of the present posi-
tion in this malter we are now discussing.
The Members are the workers, and the
capitalists are the Belly. The one cannol
possibly get on withont the other, one is
ahsolutely  pecessary to the other.
If the DMembers 'refuse to do the
work the Belly will not support
them, 1 shonld like to see the time when
capital and labour will be able to look
upon this question in that light, and T
hope the sense of man will some day
bring about such an ideal as T have set
out, Meanwhile T am prepared to sap-
port the principle embodied in the Biil
in the firm hope that if the appointment
be made, if this Bill becomes law, with
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such provisions as may be eonsidered
necessary to make the Bill safer and
more acceptable, ‘it will work not only in
the interests of the workers themselves—
that fine body of men we have working in
the mines of this State—hut also for the
benefit of those who manage those mines.
I cannot help having some sympathy for
this mensure, for I have many friends,
and | think some admirers, amongst the
managers in Wesiern Australia and also
among the workers on the goldfields.
During the time [ lived amongst them,
whicll was for some vears, 1 am pleased
to he able to think, from what I have
heard, that if T did not entirely win their
confidence, I at least earned their respecl,
even from strangers.

Mr. Green: Many of them speak well
of you to-day.

Hon. H. B, LEFROY: [ wish to com-
pliment (he Minisler on fhe way in which
he dealt with ibls Duil. I ;.pi‘rccialc the
fact that he has endeavoured fo keep
those controversial malters which were in
the Bill introduced last year out of the
ane now hefore Parliamenl. T trust, if
this measure becomes law, that it will
work not only for the general good of
the workers but also in the general inter-
est of {he great mining industry which
has done so mueh to uplift Western Aus-
tralia from that position of insignificance
whieh she cecupied bhefore the adveni of
the poldfields; and that it will at the same
time in no way relard (he working of the
mines, or harass the management in the
sreaf and important work they have to
do. T trust that the first body of men
who will have this appointment at their
disposal will see that the very hest men
are selected.

Mr. MULLAXNY (Menzies) [7.53]: In
ristng to supporl the second reading of
this Bill T wish to express at the outset
the pleasure T have felt in [istening to
the address of the hon. member who has
just resumed his reat. 1 iz indeed a
pleasure fo find that we lave at least one
man in this Assembly who, in déaling
with a measure such as this, ean entirely
lay aside party feeling and discuss lhe
measure upon ifs merits alone. T took
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mueh pleasure in listening to the hon.
member’s address and I cannot but ex-
press this sentiment, that it would be
mueh better for this Assembly if more
members adopted this style. This mea-
sure is undoubtedly one in respect of
which party feeling should not be allowed
to enter in any shape or form. Tf is a
measure brought forward with the ohject
of doing something to better the position
of the workers in the mines of this State.
As hon. members know, it has heen
brought forward on several oceasions
previously. In keeping with the promise
given at the beginning of this session,
that no controversial measures would be
introduced, the Government have decided
o reduce the eomprehensive Mines Regn-
lation Bill of two years ago down to
practieally a one-clause Bill. T trust that
during the passage of this measure
through both Honses it will he treated in
the fair and impartial way in which the
deputy leader of the Opposilion has dealt
with it to-might. T eaunof bat contrast
the attitnde of that gentleman with that
taken up by the leader of the Opposition
in his address upon the second reading
of this Bill. Tt is striking indeed. On
the first and only oceasion during ihis
session, that gentleman made one of his
characteristic and bitter speeches.

Member: No.

Mr. MULLAXNY : I am making the
statement, not you. T have here a cir-
cular sent out by the Chamber of Mines
to each member of both Houses of Par-
hament, Tn my opinion it is elear ihai
the leader of the Opposition had an ad-
vance copy of that cirenlar. He adopled
a party spirit, and if any member will
read his speech in Hansord and ecompare
it with the utterance we have heard just
now from the member for Moore (Hon.
H. B. Lefroy), such member cannof fail
to notiee the difference. I intend to have
‘a little to say in regard to this cirenlar,
knowing as I do that many members of
both ITouses attach a great deal of im-
portance to the opinions of members of
the Chamber of Mines.

Mr. Male: Rightly so, too.

Mr. MULLANY: You are entitled to
get your information from whatever
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source you choose; others are entitled to
do the same. This eircular, amongst
other things, says that the goldfields
members of this House do not represent
(he industry as a whole, but only the
employees, and in fact not all the em-
plovees, but only those belonging to
Labour unions. 1 say that members re-
presenting goldfields eonstituencies in the
Assemhly have a greater claim to repre-
sent the gold-mining industry generally
than the members of the Chamber of
Mines have to say they represent the
mine owners of this State, The Cham-
ber of Mines, afier all, represents only
a comparatively small pumber of the
mine owners of this State. They repre-
sent ouly a few, a very few, of the
largest companies operating here, and I
think it is distinetly unfair, and abso-
Iute misrepresentalion for that body
to send out a cirenlar making stalements
sueli as this—that we represent only
members of the unions in the constitu-
eney represented. Fonr years ago, on
the oceasion of the general election, over
1,500 votes were cast in my district. At
thal time there were fewer than 300
members of the union in my constitu-
ency., Over 1,000 persons in that consfi-
fuency voted for me. A somewhat simi-
lar state of affairs exists in other
zoldfields centres, where business people,
mine owners and many others, as well as
the members of the union, support the
Labour party, the assertions in the cir-
cular of the Chamber of Mines notwith-
standing. They zo on to say they con-
demn the principle of workmen inspec-
tors and advise members to move in the
direction of securing amendments to this
Bill, to provide a beard such as exists
under the New South Wales Aect. I
would advise members who have been
supplied with this cirenlar to look at the
clause in the New South Wales Aet—it
is printed in the circular—and I would
also point out that it is not necessary for
the Chamber of Mines to go to New
South Wales to find such a board. We
have an exactly similar board provided
for in our presenl Mines Regulation Act.
We know it is there, and we have con-

tended for many years that that section,
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No. 16, of our present Mines Regulalion
Aet is utterly unworkable. And so un-
doubtedly is this proposed clause which
the Chamber of Mines have taken from
the New South Wales Act. Our own
Act provides that the majority of per-
sons employed in a mine may, at their
own cost, once in every month or oftener
if they think £t, appoint two of theix
number, or any two practical working
miners not being mining engineers, to
inspect the mine. I do not intend to go
fully into the Aet in this respeet, but I
will ask hon, members just to consider
the difficulties which must arise in en-
deavouring to put that provision into np-
eration. ILet us take one of the large
mines on the Golden Mile, the Persever-
ance, the Golden Horseshoe, or the Great
Boulder. In each of those mines there is
anything from 15 to 20 miles of working
faces and passages underground.  That
mileage is to be found in each of the
not in the tolal of them,
there are mines with over 20 miles of
drives; and there are working faces over
those drives. apart from shafts, air-ways,
and so forth. The clanse which we are
asked to adopt from New South Wales
legislation says that if any mine or part
thereof is considered unsafe by the per-
sons working therein, those persons may
at their own eost appoint competent per-
sons to make an examination. The New
Scuth Wales seetion is on the same lines
as our eorrgsponding section in the ex-
isting Ae¢t. I want hon. members to re-
flact for a moment how they would set
about putting into operation such a pro.
viston in a mine with from 15 to 20 miles
of underground workings? If a man
working in one of those- mines con-
sidered the part where he was engaged
ansafe, what would he have to do?
Our existing Aect says that the ma-

wmaimon . Tndand
OWiings, ANAoNG,

jority of persons employed in the
mine may appoint two workers fto
inspect. This in itself implies that

there must he some machinery to bring
the section into operation. I might hap-
pen to be working underground in a big
mine and consider the place where T am
asked to work unsafe. In the first place,
then, T should have to get a majority of
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my fellow employees to agree to appoing
two persons to inspect. A ballot of some
sort would have to take place for the
purpose of deciding whether inspection
is necessary or not. After that we would
come to the appointment of the two in-
spectors; and another ballot of some sort
would be needed in that connection.
Would not these be insurmountable ob-
stacles in the way of even a man who
really wanted an inspection made? That
is how the existing section is undonbt-
edly unworkable. It requires that in a
mine employing 400 or 500 men, every
one of those wen shall be consulted. A
man might work in one of these mines for
years without ever seeing more than a
tenth part of it. The man goes down the
shaft, and proceeds to where he knows
he has to work; and that is all he sees
of the mine. He has no idea of its eon-
dition exeept in that small part where he
himself happens to be employed. As the
Bluister fur Miues has oxplaiiied, we
desire to do away with all that is cumber-
some and provide a workable section, one
which ¢an be put into operation. TWe
believe that no body of men are so well
qualified to look after their interests as
are the miners themselves. Members
know that there are ample precautions
to ensure that suitable persons would be
appointed as workmen’s inspectors, al-
thongh our friends of the Chamber of
Mines proceed to say—

Tt is well known that most of the
workers’ unions are governed not by
the majority of sober-minded, level-
headed workmen, hut by the aggressive
majority.

If this circular is a sample of the de-
liberations of the Chamber of Mines, T
certainly consider the miners’ unicns on
the goldfields quite as well qualified to
carry on their husiness, and quite as able
to put temperate and level-headed men
at the head of affairs, as the mine-owners
of this State, who allow such a cirenlar
to be issued, reeking as it does with rois-
representations and falsehoods.  The
circular slso states—

Qur present district inspectors are
highly qualified men, to whom the



o906

managers are willing at all times to
defer; but if the Mining Bill heeomes
law these highly qualified men will for
all praclical purposes he placed under
the conirol of the lahour unions,

1 ask hon. members to carefully study
the provisions of the Bill in the light of
that assertion. Can they find anxthing
in the Bill which will hring the work-
men's inspectors under the control of the
unions any more than the districr in-
spectors are to-dav?  No such infention
is expressed in the Bill, and no fair-
minded man conld possibly read that in-
tention into it. Personally, T have a
very high opinion of the majority of
inspectors of .mines in this Siate. They
are doing their duty as well as any hody
of men eould possibly be expected to do

it. But their Qistricts are too large. The,

inspeetors cannot possibly go around
their distriels and maintain that direect
and close supervision which iz necessary.
In reply to that, we are mel by the state-
ment that the Government should appoint
more direet Governmenl inspectors. It
would, lowever, be impossible under
present conditions to appoint enough in-
spectors to provide the supervision which
we consider is required. The member for
Perth (Hon. 1, D. Connolly) said that
it wonld he absard to appoinl men from
the unions to look after the members of
the umions. T venture to disagree with
the hon. member. T say that the miners
can be depended upon to appoint men
competent for the work, and that it
would be to the interest of the work-
men’s inspectors to keep a eheck upon
the carelessness whieh may exist among
onion members, as well as o keep a
check upon the operations of the mine
owners. T know quite well, as does any
practical underground mining man, that
there is a tendency on the part of miners
to hecome careless to a certain extent,
that familiarity breeds contempt. There
ean he no more effective check on such
carelessness than the knowledze that
there is a man appointed by the miners
themselves to keep a elose, direct, per-
sonal wateh. T trust members will give
this Bill earnest consideration. Tf thev
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are salislied that the measure is neces-
sary, that it will act beneficially in con-
serving the lives of the miners of West-
ern Austrolia. then [ would ask ihem to
use in favour of the measnre any infiu-
enee whiel they may have with members
of another Chamber, ‘'he Chamber of
Mines cirenlar. 1 waintain, is deliber-
ately designed to infiuence members of
another Chamnber. Al the very oniset,
the cirenlar asserls thai the unions are
desirous o) obfaining complete control
of the mining mdustry: that to let the
unions lave their own way would be the
means of closing dewn mines in ihis
State. No stalement, I Delieve, would
he more ealeulated than this one lo set
against the Bill certain members who
have not had mueh to do with mining
operations or industrizl unions.  The
gentlemen who signed (lhe cireular are
men who themselves rarely if ever go
undergronnd.  While they are managers
of the great mines on the Colden Mile,
not many of them are practical under-
ground men. Indeed, many have never
had underzround experience. Their posi-
tion is more that of business managers,
1 daresay they do not go underground
onee a month on the average. They de-
rive their ideas from their sub-managers,
I suppose: from the men who are second
in command. The cirenlar states that the
mine ownets have no representation in the
Legislative Assembly and almost none in
the Legislative Council. apd that there-
fore this means is adopted of pulling
forward their views. I appeal to hon.
membhers to drop partv feeling entirely
in this matter. Seeing there are 14 or 15
members here representing gold mining
ennstitnencies, it is reasonable to assume
that there are also three or four memn-
hers in the Legislative Council represent-
ing gold mining econstitvencies. Rvery
mining member here has been sent to this
Chamber in order to secure, if we ecan,
such legislation as this. Is it entirely
fair that so large a seetion of the com-
munity as the mining members represent
should send its represeniatives for a cer-
tain purpose, and that party feeling
should debar the passage of the legisla-
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tion desired? T lrust the Bill will go
through this Chamber. and that it will
receive in ancther place more considera-
tion than it has heen the fate of Mines
Regulation Bills to he accorded during
the past few vears.

Mr. GREEX (Kalgoorlie) [8.14): T
rise with pleasure lo support this Bill.
In common with other goldfields mem-
hers, | have spent a good deal of this
sesgion in helping forward legislation to
benefit Industries altogether apart from
mining; to help, for example. the great
agrienltural industry; to assist that in-
Austry in its hour of trial, when the
failnre of the crops had resulted in a
worse posilion than the farmers of West-
ern Australia had ever known hefore. The
goldfields members are prepared to act
in the future as they have acted in the
past. We recongise that the industries of
this State arve to a great extent nter-
de:_\endgg_t; and we are }1'rppnwﬂ tn hnld
out the helping hand, Now for the first
time in this session memhers represent-
ing mining constitnencias are coming for-
ward to ask, not that material help should
he wranted (o their industry, but ihat
the men who work underground, deprived
of God’s sunlight, should at least have
a chanee for life. That, surely, is not
much to ask. The tendency of modern
legislaiion all over the world has been
slrongly towards humanitarianism; and
surely the workers underground, who are
to be eredited with the great wealth dug
ont of the Western Australian carth, and
who have eontributed so materially to-
wards the magnifieent progress of this
Stafe, are entitfled to the sympathetic
consideration of this House. The opposi-
tion to the measure in this Chamber has
not heen very greaf on this oceasion, The
Minister for Mines has brought forward
a measure which is beyond the realms of
coniroversy. The little objections which
have been raised have eome from the
leader of the Opjposition, whose one ob-
jection to the Bill seemed to be that it
wounld harass the mine owners. We have
received a circular from the Chamber of
Mines, and the member for Menzies (Mr.
Munsie} has been ecareful to prove that
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the Chamber of Mines arrosates to itself
a great «deal more power, and gives itself
the kudos of baving nineh more represen-
tative anthonty than that to which it is
Justly entitled. Even thag Chamber, in the
eircular which it has distributed, does not
make out that rhe Bill is going to harass
the tnine owners; it has nof even at-
tempted to show that the measure is going
to affeci the earnings of the mining in-
dustry, We know that in the past there
has always been great opposition to all
reform in the direction of bettering the
industrial conditions of the workers, and
the cry at all times has been that an at-
tempt in such a direetion would end in
the indusiry concerned failing to pay.
Fortunately, on this occasion, that ery
has not been raised. Even the cost of
workmen’s inspectors has not been re-
ferred to. perhaps because they know
that whatever expense is to he associated
wifth the anpointments will he horne by
the miners themsehes, All members have
received a copy of the Chamber of Mines
cirenlar, which states that the purpose of
the Bill is to provide for the appointment
of workmen’s inspeetors, and it goes on
to point ouf that the mine owners have
no objection to offer to the principle of
workmen’s inspectors. Further on it
states that the provision for the appoint-
ment of these inspectors is part of the
mining laws of the majority of lhe Eng-
lish-speaking countries. 1 thank the
Chamber of Mines for being so uneqni-
vocal on that point. That is what we have
been tryving to explain for years past in
this Chamber, and yet it has never been
admitted until now, While the Chamber
of Mines admifs that the principle is
ood, they go on to explain in the cir-
eular that there is no rveason why the ap-
poiniments should be made in this
State. The member for Menzies has been
at some pains to compare the clause
which they wish fo see moved as an
amendment in the place of the clause
submitted by the Government, and he has
also quoted Section 16 of the Act of
1906, which is very much better than the
clanse the Chamber of Mines are striv-
ing fo have inserted. But what has been
the ohjection offered in this Chamber?
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The member for Perth (Hon. J. D. Con-
nolly) freely admits that he knows no
more hazardous occupation than that of
the working miner. The member for Avon
(Mr. Harrison) the other evening quoted
figures to show that railway work was
eonsidered a dangerons oecupation, but
the number of deaths and accidents aris-
ing out of mining very considerably out-
numbered those to which the hon. mem-
ber referred. The number of people
killed and injured in connection with the
mining industry in the last few years
almost suggests to us that the mines are
like the shambles of a battlefield. The
battle in Eur¢pe may be over in the
course of a year or two, but on the gold-
fields we have a battle which is likely to
go on continunally, or at any rate as long
as the mining industry lasts. It is there-
fore our bounden duty, as represenia-
tives of the people of this country, to see
that as much care as possible is taken
to minimise the danger of the occupa-
tion. The member for Perth has stated
that in the various mines of Vietoria
there has been ne ery for check inspec-
tors, and he has pointed out that the
rate of the killed, which was quoted by
the Minister when he introduced ihe Bill,
as being much higher in Western Aus-
tralia than in the other States of the
Commonwealth, was an unfair compari-
son to make, becanse the mines were
deeper in this State than they were in

Victoria. That argument has been dis-
proved by other members who have
spoken. If the mines are deeper here

than they are in Vietoria, is that not the
very best of reasons for seeing that the
most  careful supervision is exercised?
Another objection by the member for
Perth was that the workmen’s inspectors
would not know that the positions were
dangerous. What I want to know is,
it a man working in a mine does not
know when a position is dangerous, how
is it possible for an inspeector coming
from outside, and who has g great num-
ber of mines to go over, to determine
whether danger exists? How can that
inspector be as closely in touch with the
working of the mine as the men who are

engaged in it from day to day? The
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men who work in mines are able to tell
from instinet almost when danger is ap-
proaching. Without in any way desiring
to detract from the usefulness and hon-
esty of the present inspectors of mines,
we should recognise that the feeling exists
that the workmen engaged ip a mine do
not care to report on as many occasions
as they might do, the existence of dan-
gerons ground. The reason is obvious.
A much better eondition of affairs would
prevail if the miners were in the position
of heing able to make reports to men
elected by their own organisations. The
leader of the QOpposition has always been
against an amendment being made to the
Mines Regulation Aet. That is no doubt
due to the fact that it has been part of
the jrolicy of the Opposition in this
Chamber in the past to oppose any
amendment to existing mining legislation.
The hon. member is consistent in that he
is following up the attitude that he bas
adopted in the past, But reading be-
tween the lines, I am inelined to think
that the leader of the Opposition was not
so keenly against the present measure as
he was against former amending Bills.
No doubt the hon. member recognised
that something has been introduced at
the present “time whieh eannot, by any
stretch of the imagination, be construed
mto anything that will result in adding to
the working costs of the mining industry.
When we get a eircular like the one which
we have received from a representative
body like the Chamber of Mines, it makes
us wonder whether a gentleman oceupying
the posttion that Mr, Manghan does is
carrying out his duties with that careful-
ness and tact which he was wont to dis-
play. )

Hon. J, D. Connolly: The cireular is
not sighed by him, *

Mr. GREEN: The circular bears the
signatures of Richard Hawmilton, Presi-
dent of the Chamber of 3fines, R, 8.
Black, W. A. MeLeod, R. B. Nicholson,
and J. W. Sutherland, all estimable gen-
tlemen.

Mr. Munsie: And not one of them ever
signed that circular,

Mr. GREEN: I can believe the hon.
member, but there must have been a eer-
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tain amount of unanimity amongst those
gentlemen on that oeccasion, and they
agreed that the eirenlar should be signed
on the blind, as it were.

Mr. Male: They held a caunecus meet-

ing,

Mr. GREEN: I can take that as au-
thoritative, coming as it does from the
hon, member, than whom there is no more
diligent fighier in the canse of vested in-
_ terests. But where the interests of the
workers are concerned, they of eourse
have to go by the board. The cirenlar of
the Chamber of D}Mines I consider is
utossly impertinenl, and I can mse no
milder term. It was sent to every mem-
ber of thi§ Chamber, One paragraph in
it reads, “The necessity for addressing by
letter every member of Parliament wilh
regard to this Bill arises from the fact
that the mine owners of this Stale, and
it may be said the mining industry, bave
no direct representatives in iue Legisla-
tive Assembly or the Legislative Coun-
¢il.” T onght to remind the authors of the
circular of what happened to the Mines
Regulation Amendment Bills which were
sent forward on several previous ocea-
sions to the Upper Chamber, and T
would like to ask them whether the mem-
bers of the other place represented the
Chamber of Mines in their opposition to
those Bills, or whether they were acting
as free lances? In any case, they were
pretty good henchmen of the Chamber of
Mines. The attitude of the Chamber of
Mines certainly shows a lack of gratitude,
because we find here the leader of the
Opposition fighting in the interests of that
body, and we even find the member for
Perth rising in his place, no doubt con-
scientiously, and speaking against the
measure which is being submitted. Yet
we wet a cireular sueh as that to whieh X
have referred, [t is as much as to say,
“You fellows down there never do any-
thing for us; you are not the true merine.”
Now fthey want a particular industry re-
presented. What is the matter with them,
1 would like to ask? Perhaps they wounld
like us to do away with the representz-
tion of men altogether, Why should men
he represented; why should not the
sheep industry in itself be represented?
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Why should not the sugar trust have re-
presentatives in this Chamber? I think
it is unoecessary to labour the point any
further. It is generally recognised in
these -progressive times that with the
principle of one man one vote in the
popular Chamber the people of the Stale
are represented in that Chamber, and
not a partievlar indostry. In the past
the mining industiry of the State has not
suffered so far as ithe members on this
side of the Honse are concerned, beecanse
no opportunity has been missed of voie-
ing the views which we believe to be in
the best interests of the industry. We
are herc beeause of the wonderful work
of the goldfields, and it would be an act
of suicide on our part il we atiempted to
pass legislation which would be a menace
to the industry. We well recognise the
importance of the industry, and we say
that while it has to pay, it is our duty te
see that the workmen engaged in it have
a deeent chance oi getting God-given
health, The position taken up by the
Chamber of Mines with regard to tiis
iatter is almost callous; it is altogether
different from the honeyed words which
usually come with great facility from
Richard Hamilton, Fsq, R. 8. Black,
Esq., R. B. Nicholsen, Esq., and J, W.
Sutherland, Esq., when they are making
post prandial speeches—honeyed words
towards Lhe Minister for Mines, the mem-
ber for Hannans and myself,

Alr, Munsie: I have never been there.

Mr. GREEN: Then you should have
been. If the hon. member were there he
would believe, as I have done, that every-
thing in the garden was lovely in respect
to the position of the mine managers and
their representatives.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: The Minister for
Mines is one of their honorary presidents.

Mr. GREEN: Tt goes to show the gross
ingratitnde contained in this ecircular.

Mr, Munsie: One of those alleged sig-
natories never signed it. I am convinced
of that,

Mr. GREEN: They go on to say that
this particular eclanse, taken from the
New South Wales Act, imported as it is
from a Labour State, has worked satis-
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factorily at Broken Hill. The -eirenlar
states—

Workmen's inspectors have for years
past been appointed under the ahove
clanse and bave carried out their duties
to the satisfaction of all concerned.

That is an absolute misstaternent. Re-
cently a Royal Commission was ap-
pointed in New South Wales to deal with
the mining industry, and, just as in the
case of our own Royal Commission in
1904, it recommended by a majority vote
that workmen’s inspectors shounld be
appointed on the same lines as our
Minister now proposes. As pointed out
by the Minister for Mines, Mr. Gregory
himself said it was a matter for eon-
sideration that workmen’s inspectors
should be instituted in this State, on ae-
count of the great loss of life in the in-
dustry.

Mr, Munsie: There has been just as
much agitation in Broken Hill as in this
State for the appeointment of inspectors
as provided for in the Bill.
~ Mr. GREEN: That is so. The eireular
proceeds—

The clanse as printed in the Bill is

unfair in principle inasmuneh as it is

abviously framed to place all the far-

reaching powers of inspectors of mines

in the hands of the nnions.
This is intemperate language which, al-
though excusable in a Domain orator in
Sydnev, or in a red rag socialist on the
Esplanade in Perth, is searcely to be
looked for in an important eireular issued
by the Chamber of Mines. The cirenlar
confinnes—

Tive years’ underground experience by

itself is litfle or no qualification for

the fulfilment of the onerous and im-

portant duties of an inspector of mines.
Yet. forsooth, they want us to do a liftle
sevateh-TPoll on a New South Wales regu-
Intion that when Jack Jones notices and
remarks to his friend Tom Smith that the
bark above him is looking a bhit shaky,
thev and “the persons working in such
mine may at their own cost appoint two
competent persons to examine and in-
spect the working.’” 8o, while they are
standing underneath the shaky back,
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although they may at any moment cross
the Great Divide, what they have to do
must be carried ount according to the Act.
They have first to see about meeting the
cost. Having conducted a tarpaulin
muster and eaten their erib, they put on
their clothes, take their billy along, fill up
their pipes, and go out to get the two
competent persons to examine the shaky
baek. Then, still following the provisions
of the Act, they have to give 24 hours”
notice to the manager, who may, if he
thinks fit, accompany them, “and all per-
sons in the mine shall afford every facility
for such inspection, and the persons so
appointed shall record the results of such
inspection in a book to be kept at the
mine for the purpose.” They have to get
back to the old State school writing form.
Imagine Tom Smith and Jack Jones,
baving found the necessary cost and bav-
ing discovered the two competent persons,
thereupon hunting up the manager and
making a record in the book. And if
that record states the existence of any
danger it i« provided that the owner or
manager shall forthwith eause a true
copy of the report to he sent to the in-
spector of the distriet, We will suppose
that this true copy is posted in Boulder.
As an ex post-office official in Kalgoorlie,
without casting any reflections on that
admirable depariment, I may remark that
no special mail is provided lo meet these
special eircumstances. The report will
have to await the ordinary mail, and so
it will arrive at the residence of the in-
spector of mines probably at 10 o'clock
next morning, after he has gone out into
the country.

The Minister for Mines: Suppose all
this happened at Norseman with the in-
spector in Coolgardie and only two
trains a week !

Mr. GREEN: It all goes to show the
utter absurdity of the proposal of the
Chamber for Mines, and proves, if proof
were lccessary, that the gentlemen who
signed this cirenlar did so without due
consideration, The mine managers in
Boulder are among the most astute in
their partiecnlar buosiness it would be
possible to find in Australia, and in case
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it should be thought that they really did
sigh their names to a ridiculous paper
of this kind after perusing it, I want to
give hon. members my assurance, as one
who knows them closely, that I do not
think those signatories ever read it. I
trust my explanation will be received. I
hope our friends on both sides of this
Chamber will be found on this occasion
helping ns with the measure. Without
giving away any stable seerets [ may say
that those of us representing wmining
constituencies are dissatisfied with the
one-clause Bill; but we recognise that this
15 a time of war, when no coniroversy
should be allowed to disturb the good
feeling and harmony existing between
this Mounse and another place, and there-
fore we have sent up something which
will not cost the mining indusiry any-
thing. Our only excuse is that there are
£,000 men in thic Biafe warking with
their lives in their hands, and while we
cannot make the industry an absolutely
safe occupation, it is our duty to see that
the men working in this industry have
a decent chance against unseen danger.
[ am satisfied that with the appeintment
of worlmen’s inspectors the mines will
he nearer the ideal of safety than under
any other proposal that could he made.
This is the unanimous opinion of mining
representatives who liave worked in mines
for vears, and of the wmen ihemselves.
For years we have all worked for fhis
reform, and I am sure we could not-ask
less than that the Bill should be passed
throngh hoth Houses.

Ar. PIESSE (Toodvay) [S40]: I
have listened carefully to the speeches of
the goldfields representatives, and I must
confess that I am still somewhat at a
loss to wunderstand the need for this
measure. I speak purely {rom a non-
party standpoint. if only hecause my
leader has already expressed himself to
the same effect.

Alr. Bolton: You are consistent.

Mr. PIESSE: And T hope the hon.
member will hear with me. I realise that
whatever T may have (o say will not in
eny wayv influence the passawe of this
wenzure thranay the Tlanse,
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The Minister for Lands: But it may
in another place.

Mr, PIESSE: I feel it my dJdutv as
a member of this Chamber to give ex-
pression to my views, It is the first time
I have attempted to take any part what-
ever in a debate affecting the mining in-
dustry.

Mr. Green: And now you are oppusing
the rights of the workers,

Mr, PIESSE: I do not wish to deal
unfaivly with the proposal. T under-
stand we have provision in the prineipal
Act for the appointment of workmen’s
inspectors, We bave learnt this evening
from the hon. member, not that the ex-
isting inspectors are incapahle of dis-
charging their dulics, but (hat the work-
ings of the mines are sn extensive that
the inspectors are seriously hampered in
the carrying out of those duties. No ac-
ensation has been levied amainst Those
particular officials on the point of in-
capacity,

The Minister for Mines: Bui men are
being killed every day.

Mr. PIESSE: I admit that. Why not
let us have further State imspectors to
apply that relief which is so necessary.
If it cannot be overcome in that way it
will require a legion of workmen's in-
spectors to inspect the mines. One hon.
member has told ug there are 20 miles of
workings in one mine. Therefore, it is a
daily task for a workmen’s inspecior to
inspect that mine. Tf the Government
inspeetor cannot do the work, 1 fail {o see
how the workmen’s inspector counld do it
eitber. If it means further men, let us
have an increased number of State offi-
cials to ecarry out the work. The work
can be just as eapably performed by
Government officials as by workmen’s in-
spectors. It must be remembered that
the work requires qualified men, and that
if we have inspectors in the Slate scr-
viee thoroughly capable of earrving out
the work they would quickly assist others
wha may not be at first fully qualified
for the duty.

My, Folex: Would not workmen's in-
sonetnrs he eqrahle?
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Mr. PIESSE: I believe they wonld,
bat T cannot see why we should have a
duplication of officials. No tittle of evi-
dence has been given in the House that
the men already filling the positions are
inecapable of ecarrying out their duty.
That being so, I cannot for the life of
me understand where the need exists for
the appointment of inspectors by the
unions. T give the unions credit for all
honesty of purpose and also those mem-
bers who represent the unions.

Mr, Green: Then why are they asking
for workmen’s inspectors?

Mr, PIESSE: At the same time, it is
only common sense to say that the work
ean be carried out just as well by a suffi-
ciency of Government inspectors as by
inspectors appointed by the workers.

Mr. Foley: You discount the opinion
of men who have worked in the mines
all their lives.

Mr. PIESSE: So far as I am aware
the hon. member has not spoken to the
effeet that the present inspectors are in-
capable.

Mr. Foley: No, I have said they are
the best in Australia.

Mr. PTESSTE: Then Iet us have more
of them; if they are the best they must
certainly have given satisfaction. Two
or three members have referred to the
circular issued by the Chamber of Mines.
I have not had time to read it, but T have
learned something of ifts contents from
the remarks of the member for Kalgoor-
lie.

Mr. Poley: It is the dirtiest thing that
was ever typewritten, absolutely.

Mr. PIESSE: The Chamber of Mines
officials have as much right to issue such
& circular or pamphlet, which is their
only means of reaching members of the
House, as the unions have to be repre-
sented here.

Mr. Green: But not to cast a slur on
representalives of the goldfields as they
have done in this eircular.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They are casting
a slur on the whole of the members of
the House.

Mr. PIESSE: The great objection in-
dicated by the cirenlar is that the ap-
pointment of workmen’s inspectors will
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result in the mine managers and owners
being harassed. There is some justifica-
tion for that comtenfion because, under
the Bill, it is proposed to give those in-
spectors full powers to enter the mines at
any time in the night or day and to be
accompanied by an official of the mine.
If the workings are so extensive as has
been staled by the member for Menzies,
and an official of the mine had to accom-
pany the inspector, it would mean that a
considerable portion of the official’s time
would be ocenpied in this work alone.
These workmen’s inspectors, too, are to
have all the powers possessed by the Gov-
ernment inspectors. [ offer these remarks
putely from my own viewpoini of the
matter and I trust members will not treat
thew as being antagonistic or unfair, I
have read the section in the Act and the
clause in the Bill bearing on this question
and am safisfied that the demands could
be met by increasing the staff of Govern-
ment inspectors.

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie) [8.481:
I do not iotend to oceupy much time be-
cause practically everything necessary
has been said iz connection with the nain
prineiple of the Bill. I am pleased in-
deed that the measure has not met with
very sericus opposition, I congratuiate
the deputy leader of the Qpposition on
bis fair speech. There seems to be a de-
gire generally that this measure shoald
be passed. or that the mining indusiry
should receive some consideration. I re-
gret that frequently we have to complain
that any thing in connectiop with mining
is turned down, while representatives of
goldfields eonstitnencies are expected to
support everything in econnection with
the agricnltural industry. The poldfields
members have been splendid supporters
of the agrieultural industry of this State,
and it is only reasonable that the people
of the goldfields constituencies should re-
eeive some little consideration from memno-
bers of country districts. Tt is useless to
say that the goldfields people do not
know what they require or that other
people who have no interest in the gold-
mining industry are better judges than
they of their own requirements. The
cireular from the Chamber of Mines, 1
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¢ertainly think with other members, is an
insult to the representatives of the gold-
fields. It is ridiculous to assert that a
goldfields member represents only the
mine employees, We represent the whole
of the constituents of our respective dis-
tricts to the best of our ability, and T be-
lieve we do it fairly and impartially.
There is no doubt that the measure will
be passed by an overwhelming majority
in this House, so it is not necessary to
say very much more. In glancing at the
latest issue of the Kalgoorlie Miner, T
noficed the following paragraph which
I shall read in order to give the people
generally an idea of the conditions of
life on the goldfields:—

Accidents on the Mines—A fractured
skull was sustained last Saturday by
John T. Duxbury, a shoveller on the
Golden Horseshoe mine living near the
Horseshoe Inn, through a small piece
of rock falling from the back of the
stope in which he was working. At
Nurse Egan’s hospital he was reported
yesterday to be doing as well as could
be expected. In the engine-room on
the Lake View mine last week E. Fen-
ton, cleaner, of Forrest-street, Boulder,
cat the first finger of his left hand
rather severely through getting it
caught while ecleaning the wrist plate.
At the same mine, working under-
ground, .J. Hosking, machine miner, of
Wittenoom-street, had the middle finger
of his right hand fraetured by a stone
coming away suddenly. J. M. Chap-
man, a mill labourer on the QOroya
Links, living in Bounlder-road, on
Thursday suostained painful injuries to
his hand. Washing zine shavings in
the gold-room, the metal inflieted
several cuts, letting the acid get into
his flesh. On Saturday on the Great
Boulder Proprietary mine, E. J. Trus-
cott, of Clancy-street, Boulder, had his
foot crushed by a falling stone while
he was shovelling at the 2,500ft. stope.

The Minister for Mines: That is a daily
item in the newspapers.

Mr. McDOWALL: Yes, paragraphs of
that description appear in the goldfields
Press day after day.
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The Premier: That is not a business
item and we would not expeet our
friends opposite to take notice of it.

Mr. MeDOWALL: It is, unfortunately,
a common oecurrence and, in view of the
circumstaneces, there shonld not he so
much controversy about passing a simple
innocent Bill sueh as the one before us.
It is not proposed to place any burden
on the mining industry. It is not pro-
posed to levy on the mines an impost
which will render them unpayable. It is
simply proposed to give the men who are
deeply interested and who, affer all, are
human beings with wives and families to
support, the consideration which they,
from a humanitarian point of view, de-
serve just as much as the most highly
placed persons in the land. The measure
asks that these men should have the right
and privilege to appoint check inspectors
from among those persons in whom they
iave confidence. Surely this is not ask-
ing much. The member for Kalgoorlie
ridiculed the provision in the New South
Wales Act whick the Chamber of Mines
propose should be introduced here. Tn
the existing Act, there is a section mak-
ing & certain provision in this direction,
but we know that it is likely to entail
hardship on any person who takes ad-
vantage of it.

The Premier: That would not have
been put there by the then Government
if they had not known that would be so.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not at all.

Mr. MecDOWALL: The Minister for
Mines, recognising that the present is a
period of strife and that too much shounld
not be asked for at such a juneture, has
introduced this modest one-clause Bill.
It must not he forgotten that the people
on the goldfields are not satisfied with
this measure. They feel that it is a very
poor instalment of what they are entitied
to, but they also realise that it is not of
much use to ask that an impost be placed
on the mining industry at the present
time, or that the costs should be inereased
materially. Therefore a Bill of this de-
seription, whiech imposes no hardship on
the communnity, but means bare justice to
the people who are risking their lives
from day to day, should be passed with-
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out eavil and with little or no alteration.
I trust sincerely that the measure will
become law and that at least this sinall
mede of justice will be granted to the
goldfields. We are asking but little
Year after year we sit in this House and
nothing is done for the goldfields which
have done so much for the State; in faet
they have made the State what it is to-
day, and I say without the slightest fear
of contradietion that they, at the present
time, are maintaining the State and eaus-
ing money to circulate and business to
progress where otherwise there would be
stagnation, 'We are asking for this slight
measure of justice whieh will injure ne
one, and 1 sincerely trust that not only
this House but another place will view it
in the same light. [ lLope we shall not
be troubled with any more circulars such
#s the one issned by the Chamber of
Mines, which practically tells us that we
do not represent the people of these great
goldfields, hut that we are liere simply
as representatives of the employees, just
as if the employees do not eonstitute the
major pertion of the communily, and are
not as deeply interested n the welfare
and advancement of the mines as the
owners themselves, The owners arc in-
lerested only lo the extent of the divid-
ends they obtain from them. The men
employed in the mines are interested to
the extent that their lives and the lives
of their wives and families are dependent
upon the mines. Surely no one could
have greater interest than this. Teo the
continuance of their work they must look
for their sustenance, and no one conld
possibly be more interested than they are.
[ have pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Bill and hope it will be
passed exactly as printed, hecause we are
entilled to this provision, and should not
be justified in giving away one bit in con-
nection with it

Hon. J. MITCHELL  {Northam)
[8.50]: T am very sorry that the mem-
her for Kalgoorlie should have seen fit to
make an attack on the leader of tie Op-
position who is not present to-night.
When the leader of the Opposition spoke,
he spoke without bitterncss. and every
member mnst agree thal he made a very
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good speech. Of course there is room for
some difterence of opinion. Members
naturally hold different views, and it
should be remewbered that every member
is entitled io express his views, Surely the
leader of the Opposition was perfecily
within his rights in dealing with this mat-
ter nccording 1o his eonvictions, In doing
80 e <isplayed no bitterness—

My, Foley: It is remarkable that he
led the Oppuosition to this measure and
has not done so for many weeks past?

Hon. J. MUTCHELL: That is unfair.

Mr. Foley: Yes, lo the deputy leader
of the Opposition.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:: The hon. mem-
ber knows well that the leader of the Op-

. position has heen il for some time, bt

lately has been a little better and has at-
tended the House occasionally., He deali
wilh this matter without any preparatiou.

Mr. Foley: One could tell he had made
no preparation.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
for Mines made an excellent speeeh in
moving the sccond reading of the Bill
What the leader of the Oppesition
saidl was that be was just as anxious fo
prolect the lives of the workers as anv
other members here,

The Premier: Anyone can say that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They can say
it but they do nothing. For the last four
years the present Minister for Mines bas
been in oftice, e possesses ample power
to appoint as many inspectors as are ne-
cessury. 1t the accidents mentioned by
the member for Coolgardie (My. Me-
Dowall} could he prevented by a num-
her ot inspectors beiny appointed, then the
Minister, who has power lo appoint them,
could have done so. There is no reason
why he should not appoint a suflicient
number of inspeetors Lo protect the lives
of Lhe miners. The leader of the Oppo-
sition dill not say that the mine workers
should he neglected, or that their lives
shoultl go unprotected, but what be said
was (hat the Minister had ample power
to do all that was necessary in that diree-
tion, Has the JMinister failed 1o afford
the protection that is necessary? Will
he admit that he cannot afford to appoint
enongh inspectors o protect the lives of
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the workers? Will he admit that he
could get more efficient inspection from
the representatives of the unmions than
from the men he would select himself, or
that the unions epuld make a better choice
than he could? There is no reason why
he shoulil not appoint, if he wished to do
so, the elecl of these unions, If we say
that the Minister should take the responsi-
hility, surely he has no right to resent it.

The I’remier: Wait until the next Bill,
vou may know something about it.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: I think T know
enough about this to know that the Min-
ister is afraid of doing his duty. The
member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie) said
that the inspectors gave mine managers
24 hours’ nolice before visiting the mines.
T believe that is absolutely incorreet. At
any rate 1 am informed that it is ineor-
rect,

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
member said that this was the practice,
but that it is not the praectice now,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: He said that be-
- fore a mine was inspected, notice was sent
to the manager,

The Minister for Mines: It is not so
now, but it nsed Lo be.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If it was so, it
was wrong. [ am informed that inspections
are very frequent indeed and that nolice
is not given to the managers; indeed that
they are so trequent that often the man-
aver canunt appeint an underground
manager to go round with the inspeetor.
want the Minister to tell us if it is a faet,
as the menber for Hannans said, that
noliee is sent (o the mine manager hefore
the inspector arrives?

The Attornev General: It used to be

S0,
Hon, T. MITCHELL: T would be wil-
ling to—-——-
The Y inister for Mines: It is not so
nOW.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Take the Minis-
ter’s word for it if he really does know.
Wha has Lo pay these inspectors if they
are appoinled by (he union, and is it
the inlention of the Minister that these
men shall work continuously as inspect-
ors or wurk a portion of their time as
miners? Wil this position be reached,
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that the workmen’s inspector will work
on four days of the week under the man-
ager of the mine, and for the manager,
and on the other two days of the week
will have the manager working under
lim?

The Premier: Do you (hink he will gel
his work done on four days in the week
and do his duty at the same time? If yon
think so you do no{ know managers as
well as T know them.

Hon. .J. MITCIHELL: What has he to
do in his spare time?

The Premier: He will have no spare
time; he will be kept busy.

Hon. J. ¥ITCHELL: 1Is it the inten-
tion of the Minister that the men should
be continuously employed? . Perhaps he
will tell us. The Premier knows nothing
about it.

The Premier: 1 liave been through the
mill,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I ihink iie
Minister should pay his inspectors and .
contrel them and engage them.

The Minister for Mines: T pay them
and eontrol them.

Hou. J. MITCHELL: On the last oe-
casion when he spoke on this malter the
Minister said first he would pay them,
and then stated that he would not pay
themr. In this debate he said he would
pay them cne-half of their salary and
that the unions should find the other half.
T want the Minister to pay everything
and want him to have absolute contirol.
He should also have power to dispense
with their serviecs.

The Premier: This Bill will not cost
as much as it cosls to keep up the rahbit-
proof fence and keep rabbits out of the
squatiers’ holdings.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
to do with it%

The Premier: It is of more ¢oncern to
vou than men’s lives are.

What has that

Hon. J. MITCEELL: T think the
Minister should pay.
The Minister for Mines: If the men

undertook to pay they would not re-
pudiate it like some of the squaiters on
the rabbit-proof fence have repudiaied
their liabilities.
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Hon, J. MITCHELL: I do not think
any of the squatters desire to repudiate
their liabilities.

The Premier: If the squatlers will
pay us we will pay the inspectors.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
shonld pay s inspectors and they should
not he under the control of the unions.

Mr. Foley: This is another lesson in
econamy. . .

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I want to know
what the intentions of the Government
are in regard to the payment of in-
spectors.

Member: Shut up!

Hon, J. MITCHELL: If I looked as
sleepy and as heavy and dull as the At-
torney General I should shot up.

Mr, Bolton: You could not look like
the Attorney General,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I certainly
could not. I want the Minister to give
the Fouse the information I have asked
‘for. T do not prefend to be able to dis-
euss mining matters as freely as tlie mem-
bers who come from the goldfields. Never-
theless, I have a perfect right to ask for
information on the various proposals
which are contained in the measure. I
may say ihat I am going to vote against
the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
P. Collier—Boulder—in reply} [8.7]: 1
have no cause for complaint, on the
whole, regarding the reception which has
been given to the Bill. Rather have I
to express my appreciation at the manner
in which it has, generally speaking, been
reeceived. Particularly does that appre-
ciation apply to the deputy leader of the
Opposition, who, I think, set an example
to the House.

Hon. J. Mitehell: T think he was wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He set
an example to the House by the impartial
and calm manner in which he analysed the
contents of the Bill. Tf the same non-
party and impartial consideration were
extended to most other Bills which are in-
troduced to the Chamber, I think it would
he much better for the legislation con-
cerned and much better for the public
as well.
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Hon. J. Mitchell: If he gets all he
wants in his own way he will be perfectly
satisfied.

The MINISTER T'OR MINES: When
two such undoubted authorities as the
depuly leader of the Qpposition and my-
self are in agreement there is not much
room for opposition on the other side.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We need to be care-
ful when that combination gets to work.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
undonbtedly a powerful combination. The
deputy leader of the Opposition raised
one or two points to whieh I desire to
reply, He asked for information with
regard to the application of this principle
in other parts of the world. In my intro-
duetory speech I siated that the principle
had been adopted in most countries of
the world, of course in different form.
That still stands, but the hen. member
desires to know whether that is so with
respect to collieries or to metalliferous
mines. [ may say it applies almost uni-
versally so far as coal mining is con-
cerned. Practically for generations past,
wherever coal mining has been carried on,
there has been a principle of workmen’s
or check inspectors in operation.

Hon. J. Mit¢hell: You had check in-
spectors provided for in the original Bill.

The Premier: A check on inspectors.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: It also
applied in other countries, namely in Bel-
gium, in QGermany, in France, and in
(Great Britain, where the prineiple of
workmen’s inspectors appertained to
metalliferous mines in some form or other.
1t also apphied in lead, iron and {in mines
and in other forms of mining, Coming
to Australia, we find that the principle
applies in New South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmania, New Zenland, and even in
Queensland. Tt will be seen, therefore,
that it is practically umiversal so far as
Australia is concerned,

Honr. J. D. Connolly: You are in agree-
ment with the Chamber of Mines then?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
but what 1 am talking about is the prin-
eiple. T am not contending that it exists
in those countries in the form in which
it appears here. The principle of work-
men’s inspectors has been recognised, and
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it exists in some form or other in the
eountries I have mentioned. I think that
should elear up the peint raised by the
hon. member.  Auother point touched
upon by the deputy leader of the Opposi-
tion was in regard to the examination of
these workmen’s inspectors. He rather
heid the view that the man who would be
appointed to the position should first of
all undergo some examination. Person-
ally, T think that the very faei that it is
provided that they must have had five
years’ practical experience -should cover
all the requirements in that direction.
It is quite conceivable that a2 man might
he seleeted who has hdd five years’ ex-
perience, or more than that, but who
wonld not perhaps be altogether desir-
able. I am not altogether opposed to the
prineiple of some form of examination.
The examination would of course have
to be very different from that whieh is
provided for our Government inspectors
at the present time.

Hon, H. B. Lefroy: Certainly.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: | do
not think that the unions concerned
would have any objection to a man who
was appointed baving to show that he
was not altogether unfit for the position
to whieh it was desired to appoint him.
With regard to the question of dismissal,
as [ said in- introducing the Bill, I have
left to the regulation the whole of the
questions  concerning the appointment,
control, and the work which is to be per-
formed by the inspectors. 1 have done so
because hon. members will realise that it
will be practieally impossible to embody
within the four corners of the Act all the
duties that the inspeetors may bave to
perform or may not have to perform,
and as to how they are to carry out their
duties. It is my intention, if the Bill is
passed, to take power In regard to the
appointment and with respeet to the dis-
niissal of these'men. It could n6t for one
moment be expected that a man who re-
ceived an appointment for two years, no
matter Whether in the course of that time
he had shown himself to be unflt to any
longer continue in that office, must be al-
lowed to rerhain there, and that the Min-
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ister should not have power to remove
him. I think, however, the Bill makes
that point clear.

Hon, H. B. Lafroy: That would be
against the interests of the workers them-
selves.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I ven-
ture to say that no one would elamour
more londly for the removat of an in-
spector than the men themselves, if he
was found to be abusing his trust, or to
be unfit for his work. In any appoini-
ment on a mine there must be power
taken by the controlling body for the
removal of a person at any time if so
desired. The hon. member alse made a
point with regard to the use that these
inspectors would make of the power con-
ferred upon them. There iz ahsolutely
no ground in my opinion for assuming
that a man who would be appointed un-
der this Aet would misuse the power so
vounierred upon him. AS a marrer of
fact the journal of the Chamber of
Mines—-

Fron. J. Mitehell: They must be par-
tisans surely.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
alt partisans in some degree or other.
But, no matter how partisan the in-
spectors may be, they have no power to
insist upon anything other than the
power conferred upon them by the mea-
sure,

Hon. TJ. Mitchell : But that is unlimited.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
oourse it 18 unhlimited. There are un-
limited powers conferred npon Ministers
by almost every measure that passes this
Chamber. What kind' of powers are con-
ferred upon the Government Wby the
special legislation which has been passed
since the outbreak of this war? Enor-
mous powerd, powers which have never
been' conferred upon any Government, 1
helieve, in the history of responsible Gov-
ernment in Australia before. But it is
not to say that because the powers are
there that those responsible are going to
lose their heads and run amok and mis-
nse the powers. The position of the
ecommunity nowadays is not such that
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any public man can for any length of
time continue to misnse powers en-
trusted to him., Unlimited powers are
embodied in the Health Act Amendment
Bill which passed this Chamber only last
week. Hon. members approved of those
pewers, and allowed them to go through,
becanse it is recognised with regard to
that Bill, as with regard to all others,
that the powers given will be exercised
with diseretion and with judgment. And
so it will be with regard to this measure.
I contend that the attitude adopied by
the goldfields unionists, and their actions,
during the past 15 or 20 years, ecntradict
the assertion that those unionists are
likely to do anything unfair or unreason-
able. In no part of Australia, T believe,
where there is such a large body of men
employed, has there been maintained for
such a lengthy period as 15 years so
amicable a relationship as that between
the men and the mine owners here on our
Western Australian goldfields. Look
throughout Australia, and where shall
one find an equally large body of men
which has not at some time or other been
tnvolved in indusirial disputes and
troubles ¥ We know, on the other hand,
that in the history of the Golden Mile,
where some 6,000 or 7,000 men are em-
ployed and have been employed for the
past 16 or 17 years, there has never been
ohe single mine thrown idle for even 10
minutes as the result of an industrial
dispute. T say that that fact is a tribute,
unequalled in Auwstralia, alike to the
common Sense and reasonableness of the
men and of the managers and all others
concerned. Now, is it to be assumed that
men who have lived in soeh amicable
relationship are suddenly going to fly at
each other’s throats because a power of
this kind is eonferred? I say that ii is
unreasonable to assume any sueh thing,
and that those interested in the gold
mining industry will eontinue to exhibit
that same spirit of friendliness which has
characterised their relations in the past.
Let me turn to ene or two other peints
which have been raised.

Hon. J. Mitchell: How are you going
to pay the workmen’s inspectors{
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: When
introducing the Bill, I expressed the
opinion that it would be a fair compro-
mise if the Government granted a sub-
sidy equal to half the salary, 1 ex-
pressed that opinien, nolwithstanding the
fact that Royal Commissions on mining
and other aathoritative bodies have from
time to time recommended that the Gov-
ernment should pay the whole of the
wages. In that regard, however, I am
prepared to agree to a payment of half.
My personal view is that it would not
be unfair if the Government paid the
whole of the wages. .

Hon. J. Mitchell. I think they ought to.

Mr. Willmort: It would be the better
way. :

The MINISTER FOR MINES : In
that case the department would retain a
greater control over the workmen’s in-
spectors. The department would be more
independent if the inspectors looked en-
tirely for the paywment of their salaties
to the department, and to no other source,
The member for Perth (Hon. J. D. Con-
nolly) stated that he would he prepared
to support the Bill if he thought that it
would do anything to lessen accidents.
What is the nse of making a statemeni
of that kind? We can only have regard
to the whole of the evidence thal comes
under our notice from day to day and
year to year. If addifional inspeection
and closer inspection is not going to tend
in the direction of lessening accidents,
then, fo he logieal, we ought to say that
mspection does not matter at all and that
we might abolish the inspectors we are
paying at present. '

Hon. J. Mitchell: Why do not you
appoint more ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Be-
cause it 1 not necessary to have a Gov-
ernment inspector stationed where there
is only one mine. There would be no need
for the services of a permanent inspector
in such a loeality. That would be so in
s number of cases under this Bill. There
are many cases in which inspection
would be required not more than onee
a week, or perhaps once a month; and
there the work of inspection could be
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done by the workmen’s inspectors. But
in the absence of workmen’s inspectors,
if the work is to be done by a Govern-
ment inspector in the cases I have men-
tioned, then it will be necessary to em-
ploy an official at £350 or £375 a year
merely o inspect a mine once a week
or once 8 month, What would be do
during all the vest of his time? Nothing
at all. As a matter of economy and
common sense and practical work, it is
well to have a Government inspector ex-
ercising a general supervision over a
large distriet and travelling round and
keeping in touch with all that is going
on, and to have workmen’s inspectors
where inspection is required only once a
week or once a month,

. Mr, Piesse: What rate of pay are the
workmen’s inspectors to receive?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
a matter of opinion. I should say £5 or
£6 a week would be a fair salary. 1t
would all depend. There might be justi-
fication for a higher salary in some dis-
triets than in others. In such distriets
as the Golden Mile, where an inspector
would be employed continuously, I should
say £6 a week would be a fair salary, In
some of the outlying districts where there
would be inspection only once a week or
once a month, an inspector would be
fairly remunerated for the work to he
performed by a payment of, say, £1 or
£2 a week. There is not a mining district
in this State where there is not some pro-
specting going on, and where a payment
of even £1 per week would not be found
useful by some man competent to act
as a workmen’s ingpector. The member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) argued
entirely against the principle of work-
men’s inspectors, He argued that if there
was need for greater supervision addi-
tional Government inspectors should be
gppointed, In that respect the hon. mem-
ber stands practically alone, because the
nmine managers themselves and the mine
owners and everybody concerned do now
advoeate, and have for years past advo-
cated, the principle of workmen’s inspee-
tors. The party to which the hon. mem-
her belongs, in passing the provision in
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our exisfing Aet for workmen’s inspee-
tors——
- Hon. J. Mitchell: Check inspectors.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is nothing in a name. The hon. member
may eall them anything he pleases, but
the hon. member’s party in making pro-
vision for inspection by workmen under
the Act of 1906 adopted the principle of
inspection by workmen,

" Hon. J. Mitehell: And why does thal
not satisfy yon now?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
cause I have pointed out what a futile
thing it is. The hon. member knows very
well -that it is ridieulous and impossible
task to set a man that he shall go down
the mine to-dav and work on a machine
and then. on appointment by his fellow
workers to inspect the mine, the next day
goe round in company with the manager,
who is his hoss, pointing out places which
the workers consider unsafe, and eriti-.
cisiug ibe muuusemuui ul the boss. Im-
agine the employee pointing out to his
boss the desirability of putting some tim-
ber in here or doing something else there,
and then, after the inspeection has been
carried out, going back the next day to
take his place on the machine again.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Will he not do that
under your present Bill?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
Under the existing Aect, the employee
would one day be an inspector in a posi-
tion to diseuss with the boss what ought
to be done for the safety of the miners,
and the next day he would be back in the
mine working. I ask, is it a reasonable
and commonsense proposition to put to
any manager? Imagine an employee of
the member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)

‘ingpecting the hon. member's priniing

machinery to-day and instructing him as
to what arrangements shonld be made,
and then returning to work in the print-
ing offtee. Hon. members must realise
that such a task is an impossible one. We
do not need to assame that the employers
are all Jooking to victimise workmen’s in-
spectors. Tt is asking too much of them,
however. It is not human nature to ex-
pect that the mine manager could have
the same regard. the same impartial eon-
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sideration, for 3 man working under him
if that man is also from week to week
and month to: monib criticising the man-
agement of the mine. The very fact that
the managers, after nine years' experi-
ence of the Act, are oot in faveur of
this provision is proof eonclusive of how
ineffective the provision is, and of the
light in which the men themselves regard
it. There is just one other phase I wish
to touch upon. The member for Toodyay
(Mr, Piesse) has offered hiz opposition
to. this Bill, expressing a belief that the
provisions of the existing Aet are all
that is required. I may say that T am
rather surprised at the hon. member’s at-
titnde, because, after all, the hon. mem-
ber prefaced his remarks by saying that
it was not often he expressed an opinion
wpon a Bill of this kind, dealing with
gold mining. That applies to every other
member of this House, because it is very
seldom that hon. members are afforded
an opportunity of discussing in this
Chamber matters relating to mining, or
to the welfare of the people engaged in
the mining indostry, What have we seen
for the past 12 montbs, and in fact for
the past three or four yesrs? Aye, for
the past ten years? Ewver since I have
been in this House, just on ten years, I
have been voting for Bills and works in-
volving the expenditure of milions and
milions of pounds—for what? Largely
for the benefit of the class whom the
member for Toodyay represents.

Mr, Piesse: You felt justified in voting
for them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Let
me point out that even when this party
sat in Opposition, when this party was
composed almost entirely of goldfields
members, when it contained at least 12
on 13 goldfields members, there was not
a member of i, ever cast a vote agninst
any proposal tending to the welfare of
the elass represenfed by the member for
Toodyay, whether it was agricultural de-
velopment, or agricultural railways, or
harbour extension, or anything else.. We
sat in Opposition, and year after year
voted' for these proposals as they came
forward, Again, coming down to four
years ago, what were we doing9 Why,
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working day and night to contend against
exceptional diffienlties, and more especi-
ally during the last two years, in the in-
terests again of the people whom thaé
hon. wember represents.  This Govern-
ment bas meurred odium because of its
finaneial administration. Why? Beeause
we have been borrowing millions to pour
out, again to the people represented by
the hon. member, Ever since I have been
in this House I have voted for every pro-
position. that bas come hefore it which
has been for the welfare of the people.
I bave had sufficient experience to know
what is required to build up and make a
nation, and I know that the farming
community is, and should be, the back-
bone of a community. We have a eir-
enlar from the Chamber of Mines which
says that the mining industry is not re-
presented in this Heuse and that only the
employees are represented here, Has the
work of this Government during the past
four years shown that they have regard
only for the wage earners of the gold-
fields9 Has not practieally the whole of
our work during the past four years been
in the direction of assisiing, not the wage
earners of the goldfields, but entirely an-
other class?

Mr. Piesse: Did we notl build railways
and water sopplies for the goldfields?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
have been handicapped during the past
12 montbs to the extent of a million and
a quarter pounds in order to assist people
whom the hon. member represenis and
keep- them in their homes. Yet when a
Bill like-the ona- we-bhave before us. comes
under the notice of the Chamber, a: Bill
whieh is not going to affeel anyone ex-
cept those inmediately concerned, and
wliich is not going to inereasa the cost of
mining one fraction of a farthing, bat
whieh will affect materially the health and
well being of thousands of people on the
goldfields; the hon. member raises his
voice against the measure.

Mr. Piesse: I am surprised at you.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
surprised that the hon, member should
use such arguments. 1 have always had
regard for every industry and every sec-
Lion of the community, and I am geiting
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sick and tired of sitting here devoting all
wy time and work to .one section alone,
wod leaving oui of consideration another
large and important section of ibe State.
Are they to be regarded as Outlanders
becaunse they are some 300 or 400 miles
away from us? If this Government were
representing the wage earners of the
goldfields, if we brouglt down proposals
involving the expenditure of millions on
behalf of the people on the goldfields,
what kind of eriticism would we be met
with?

The Minister for Works: 1t could not
he any worse than it is now,

Mr. Griffiths: Have not millions been
spent on the goldfields in the past?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What
has been spent on the goldfields, outside
of the water scheme? A mere nothing.
We have spent more in two years in the
consiud nud agricultural dictriste than hae
been spent on ihe goldfields since they
were discovered.

Mr. ¥, B®. Johnsion: You must Lawve
heen satisfied that what yon spent in the
agricultural distriets was right.

The M]fNISTER FOR MINER: Of
course I was. [ did intend to say some-
thing about the cirenlar of the Cllambel
of Mines,

Mr. Foley. Tear it up.

Mr. Mullany: Take it as read.

The MINISTER 1'OR MINES: I do
not think T wil] bother albont it. T want
lo strengthen the case for the inspectors
a little by quoting from the report of
another Roval Cowmmission which was
appeinted in New South Wales last year
and which reported to the New South
Wales Parliament in November. 1914
The Commission eonsisted of Mr. B. R.

. Wise, K.C., who is at the present {ime
Agent General for New Soath Wales and
whose reputation i well known to hon.
members, Mr, Kerr. representing the
miners’ unions, and Mr. Weir, represent-
ing the mine owners. I will read a para-
graph dealing with the particular matter
we bhave been disenssing. The report is
a majority one, the minority heing the
representative of the mine owners, The
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report really embodies the views of Mr.
Wise besause on most of these questions
we find the representative of the umon
taking one view, and the representatize
of the mine owners taking the other view,
£0 that the report amounis practically to
the opinion and impartial jndgment of
the chairman, Mr. Wise. Tt says—
Your commissioners (the chairman
and Mr. Commissioner Kerr) are of
opinion also that there is work upoh
the line of lode to oceupy four work-
men’s inspectors, if their duties be en-
larged to include all matters affecting
the interests of the miners. They are
of opinton alsa that these inspeetors
should be nominated by the unions and
appointed and paid by the Govern-
ment.

That goes further than our Bill does.
They mnuke this recommendation as to
payment hecause of the interest all
elasses in the community have in the
working of metalliferous mines. "The
method of appointment we think
should he that suggested by dr. W,
D. Barnett, secretary of the Amal-
zamated Mincrs’ Assoviation, viz., that
candidates for the post should be
selected by a committee consisting of
seven miners and seven surface men,
and that no one, who was nol so sel-
ected, shounld be eligihle to become a
candidate.  They agree with Mr.
Barnett that one of these inspectors
shall have a knewledge of engineering
and charged specially with inspecting
work upon the surface. This officer
should be nominated by the unionists.
on the surface in the same wav as the
three others will be nominated by the
Amalgamated Miners’ Association after
a preliminary selection of ecandidates
by the committee appointed for this
purpose. The duties of inapeciors
ghonld inelude (1) Those referred to
in Section 67 of the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Aet, 1912, (2) The enforecement of

. the ohservance of the rules of the
- mines, and (3) (enerally to look after
the welfare of the miners. .

Hon. J. D. Connolly : Have they taken
anyv action .on it?- . . .
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. The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
have not had fime. We might say that
the report represents the latest thought
of an authoritative body in New South
Wales so that we have this aceumulation
of opinion in suppori of what we pro-
pose to do. We have first of all the
unanimous recommendation of the Com-
mission referved to by the Lon. member,
which was appointed in our own State
in 1904, and which was comprised of
practical and eommercial men, as very
pertinently pointed out by the hon. mem-
ber, appointed by a liberal Government.
That Commission recommended in favour
of the prineiple now embodied in the Bill.
We have had the consistenl support of
the State AMining Engineer for many
years past.  Hon. members whoe know
Mr. Montgomery will admit that he is a
man who will not allow his judgment to
be colonred in any way by the Minister
who presides ovér the Mines Department
for the time being. We have the experi-
ence of the State Mining Engineer, ex-
tending over some 12 or 14 years, of the
administration of the Aet and that officer
to-day makes the same recommendation
as be did in 1904. On top of that we
have the report of the Royal Commission
in New South TWales. Surely all these
reports should earry some weight in the
community, and moreover, these views
are bhacked up by overwhelming opinion
on the goldfields. Are we to say that the
men whom the Chamber of Mines in their
cireular deseribe as common-sense and
level-headed people do not know what
they want; Do the goldfields representa-
‘tives not know what is required? Ts
evervthing fo be set aside for the mere
say-s0 of the Chamber of Mines? T
want to know whether the Chamber of
Mines is going to have the last word with
regard to this legislation in this State?

Mr, Wilimott: The mine owners have
no objeetion ta the prineiple of work-
men’s inspectors: they say so in this eir-
cular.

The . MINISTER FOR MINES: All
we are asking is that, seeing everyone is
agreed with regard to the prineiple it
should be the object of all concerned to
see that the method adopted is effective.

[ASSEMBLY.]

. Mr. Harrison; Would it net improve
conditions and inerease the output?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No
doubt. Seeing that the principle is ad-
mitted,” it is our duty to move in the
dirgction of making it effective and not
having it as a dead letter as is the ease
to-day. If the Chamber of Mines are
going to arrogate to themselves the right
to dogmatise in regard to legislation
affecting the mining industry they are
likely to encounter trouble in the future.
They seem to say “We agreed to the pro-
posals in the Aet of 190G, and from
thenceforward there shall be no mining
legislation, no alteration of the Aet until
we will that it shall be se.” Ii is an
attitnde which will not be supported by
reasonable men. I bope the BRill will
poss, notwithstanding the opposition of
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse)
who, T hope, will forgive me; because
after all il is only Luman to get back
now and again one or two points. I
have for so long sat listening to debates
on other matters, that when a subject of
this kind comes along I may he excused
for taking exeeption to the attitude
adopied by the hon. member,

Mr. Piesse: I acecept that
apology.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
hope the result of our efforts, I may say
of our combined efforts, will give us
legislation tending to the reduction of
the regrettable toll of accidents which
take place from day to day on our gold-
flelds.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

as an

In Committee.
Mr. Helman in the Chair; the Minister
for Mines in charge of the Bill
Clauses 1 to 5—agreed to.
Clause G—Classifieation of Inspectors:
Hon. J. Mitehell: T move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added to para-
graph o:—“Immediately preceding the
date of his appointment” ‘

Without the amendment the prescribed
five years experience may have been
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-gained years before modern methods of
mining were adopted. No doubt the pre-
sent Minmister for Mines will exercise a
wise diseretion, but it will be still wiser Lo
have the safeguard.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
-not desirable to place this limitation on
the choice of inspectors. There may be
distriets in whieh it would be difficult to

find a workmen’s inspector who could
~gomply with the proposed conditions.
Mining is like swimming, in that onece
learned it is not forgotten.

Mr., Willmott: But we have the new
trudgeon stroke now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
methods of mining on our fields have not
-altered sinece the bheginning of the indus-
try. The amendment 1mposes a restrie-
tion from which onr own Covernment in-
spectors arc free: why, then, should the
workmen’s inspectors he subject to any
such iiniaion?  Muieover, the mon most
concerned are not likely to recominend
one who has been so long away from the
work as fo he ont of date.

Ilon. J. Mitchell: Would you approve
of a man who had not recent experience?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would depend on the man. It is possible
to find men who have been out of mining
for five - years and who, nevertheless,
would make better inspeetors and display
a wider knowledge than other men still
engaged in mining. *

Mr. ALLEN: The amendment will
limit the sphere of choice of these inspec-
‘tors. It does not follow that a man re-
cently employed in a mine is betier quali-
fied for the post of inspeetor than an-
other man who may not have been in g
mine for a couple of years or more.

Mr. WILMOTT: A few days ago I was
in favour of the provision contained in
the amendment. I understand the dep-
uty leader of the Opposition has an
amendment providing for an examina-
tion, which I now-think is a betler pro-
posal than the one before the Committee.

Mr. TAYLOR: In his speech on the
second reading the mover of the amend-
ment declared that these inspectors were
not necessary, and he contended that the
workers did not eonstitute a suitable field
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of selection for the appoinimeni of in-
spectors, Now he desires to limit the
choice, to narrow the area in which the
Minister can operate for the selection of
spitable men. If the hon. member de-
sired to render the Bill valueless he could
not select a better course than he pro-
poses. The greatest scope possible should
be given for the choice of the inspectors.

Mr, PIESSE: It would be in the in-
terests of the miners to have the most
careful selection and the appointment of
qualified men. No dounbt the uniops
would nominate the most suitable men,
hut every precaution should be taken to
seleet the best men possible.

Mr. ITUDSON: The qualifications of
workmen’s inspectors are specially des-
cribed. They must have five years ex-
perience in the mines, submit to the elee-
tion of the men and be subject to the
approval of the Minister. This would
Lo sufinsiant =afeonard that the best men
would be selected and there is no neces-
sity for any further qualifieation.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T did not say
tha the men would noi constitute a suit-
able selection for the appointments. I
questioned the method of appointment.
The inspeclors would he appointed by
members of the union who do not com-
prise the whole of the workers in the
mines.

Mr. Taylor: Now you have another
trouble, '

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the selection
were entrusted to the men engaged in
aetive mining work, the representation
would be more likely to be satisfactory
than by leaving the positions open to
men who had had five years experience
at any period of their lives.

- Amepdment put and negatived.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I move an
amendment—

That the following words be added
at the end of paragraph (¢)—"“and pass
an examination prescribed and ap-
proved by the Minister wn accordance
with the regulations.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The amend-
ment would be a contradiction of the
principle to which the Commitiee have
agreed and to which Parliament agreed
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in 1906, I do not approve of the sys-
tem of workmen’s inspectors, but it would
be unreasonable to ask them to sit for an
examination.  Nothing more diffienlt
could be asked of 2 workman than to pass
a written examination,

Mr. Willmott: It need not be a writien
examination,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Would any
professional man like to sit for the junior
examination which is really a schoolboy
examination ¢

Mr, FOLEY : There js no necessity for
the amendment. Workmen’s inspectors
would be elected by ihe men and only
those well versed in mining would be
chosen. No other gualifieation would be
necessary to enable them fo assist the dis-
trict inspectors, especially as we have the
safeguard that the Minister might disap-
prove of any appointmeni. There are
men who eannot write a report and yet
possess extensive practical knowledge of
what 18 necessary for safety in mines.
If the workmen’s inspector did not have
to report to the distriet inspector some
test might be advisable, but in the ¢ircam-
stanees it is unnecessary.

Mr, HUDSON: T agree with the mem-
ber for Perth that the amendment would
be a derogation from the principle of
workmen’s inspectors. If the mine man-
agers had to undergo an examination
under regulations, there mighi be some
justifieation for the amendment.

Hon. H. B. Lefroy: So they have.

"Mr. HUDSON: In regard to coal mines,
but not in the case of mold mines.

Mr. Willmott: The sooner they have
to, the betier.

Mr. HUDSON: The manager is the
representative of the owner and the work-
men’s inspector would be the represen-
tative of the employee, and the distriet
inspector would fill the role of umpire
between the two men who have not had
to pass ap examination,

Mr. WILLMOTT: If a man had had
no edueation, he could not report to his
superior officer, and the amendment is
therefore just and reasomable.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Why does not
an underground manager have to pass an
examination
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Mr, WILLMOTT:; Two wrongs do not
make a right.

Mr. Foley: Are you sure that a work-
men’s inspector would have to write a
report?

Mr, WILLMOTT: 1f such an inspector
could not write a report, there would be
great trouble. Reports must be in writ-

" ing.

Mr. Foley: Yes, and in departmental
language. It is the worst in the world.

Mr. WILLMOTT; [Every reasonable
man must agree that these inspectors
should pass an exawmination.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1f i
thought the amendment would improve
the ‘Bill in the direction desired, 1 would
accept it. I do not think it would have
any effect. Under the existing Aet the
workmen can appoint two of their num-
ber who have neither to pass any exam-
ination or to have any practical experi-
ence in underground mining. We go on
and say they must have five years' practi-
e¢al underground experience. That in it-
self goes far to ensure that the men will
be competent. In addition, the Bill says
“who shall have passed an examination
preseribed by the Minister.” 1f T de-
sired to allow men ¢o come in who were
not properly qualified T eould prescribe
any kind of simple examination which
anyone could pass, and in that way the
object wonld he_defeated.

Hon. H: B. Lefroy : The WMinister
would of course not do that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : He
would not. It may be argued that some
other Minister might take a different
view. As the clanse stands there is pro-
vision that all the terms and conditions
of the appointment of such inspectors
shall he as prescribed. If a Minister
takes office who does believe in an ex-
amination he has power, under Seetion
B, to prescribe it. We are prefty safe
in assuoming that the men who will be
selected for the position will he mostly
young men, and there are very few, if
any, of these young men who will not
possess a fair amount of edueation.
Having regard to the fact that these men
have to run the gauntlet of selection by
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their fellow men and must have five
years practieal experience, we will, I
think, be safeguarded in the direction
of getting men who will be fit for the
post.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: Some of the
arguments which have heen used against
the amendment rather point to the need
of it. If the argument of the member
for Perth is to hold good that it is neces-
sary for the district inspector to undergo
the examination, it should be necessary in
the other case. By giving the Minister
power (o cause the inspector to undergo
the examination it would give greater
confidence in the appointment to those
engaged in the management of mines.
No doubt if the Minister finds that the
examination should take place he will re-
guire it to be done. T will say that there
15 no better educated class of workers
than the elass from which these work-
men’s inspectors will doubiless he sel-
ected. There will surely be no difficulty
in any of the younger men passing an
examination of the simple nature that
will be required.

Mr. THOMAS: The comparison be-
tween a distriet inspector and a work-
men’s inspector is hardly a fair one. I
‘o not agree with the member for Leo-
nora that many of the mer who might
be appeinted to the position would he
so illiterate that it would be a difficnit
matier for them to write a report. The
unions are generally careful in appoint-
ing men to responsible positions who have
the requisite ability. The objeet of the
clause is to protect the lives of the men
engaged in the industry, and one can rest
assured that the men themselves will see
that the right men are appointed. I am
satisfled that men will be selected from
their knowledge of the work, their fear-
lessness and their character, and that
these will do their duty to their fellow
workmen when the need arises. T hope
the clause will remain as printed.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—Conditions of appointment
of special and workmen’s inspectors.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: This clause is
unhnecessary. All the pcwers necessary
are already provided for in the principal
Act in Section 63. Does the Minister
desire to have special authority to make
regulations, apart from the anthority set
up in this seetion, which applies to all
classes of inspectors?

The Minister for Mines:
will do no harm.

Claunse put and passed.

Clause 9—Waorkmen’s inspectors under
authority of district inspectors:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I move an
amendment—

That all the words after “inspectors,”
tn line 2, be struck out.
The words T desire to delete are—

and the term of their appointment

shall not exceed two years, but they

shall be eligible for reappoiniment.

If the inspeciors are suitable 1 do not
see why they should not be continued in
office. To send them back to the unions
for re-election every two years would be
to weaken their authority. The Minister
has power to remove the inspeetors, and
he alone should bhave that power. Fur-
ther, the Minister would have much better
eontrol over the inspectors if they bad
the ordinary security of tenure. To vesi
such a contrel in the unions by Aet off
Parliament is unnecessary.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If
the appointment of these inspectors were
to be made entirelv and solely by the
Minister, there would be some point in
the hon. member's argument, because, the
Minister having appointed an inspector
and possessing the power to dismiss him,
there would be no occasion for the in-
spector to come up at stated intervals
for reappointmeni. The hon. member,
however, has overlooked the fact that one
of the principles of these appointments
is the chojce of the inspector by the men
themselves, The choice is not a Minis-
terial one. Therefore it is only fair and
reasonahle to allow the miners periodic-
ally an opportunity of saying whether
their confidence in the inspector con-
tinues. A man elected by the vote of his
fellows should not be continued in the

The clause
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position indefinitely. The hon. member
might just as well argue that because
members of Parliament were once elected
they should never go up for re-election.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The powers of
worknien’s inspectors are very wide in-
deed, as Clause 11 shows. If those powers
are not exercised in a way pleasing Lo the
union, the inspector will have small
chance of re-election. It ought to be suffi-
cient if the inspector satisfies the Min-
ister. ' )

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 10—Powers of inspectors:

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Hon, .members
ought to realise what- we are doing in
appointing these inspectors. The clause
gives all the inspectors equal powers. It
is true that the workmen’s inspectors are
to be under the direction of the district
inspectors; but, as the Minister himself
has pointed out, jthe distriet inspector
may be hundreds of miles away and may
mnot see the workmen's inspector more
than once in three months. The powers
of the workmen’s inspector include the in-
itiation and conduct of proseeutions, sub-
jeet, no doubt, to reference to the head
office prior to such action being taken.
Tn fact, his powers extend to everything
that ean possibly oceur in a mine. Does
not the clause go too far?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
is a_point on which T touched in my re-
ply. Undoubtedly, the powers conferred
by this clause are very extensive, and the
workmen's inspector will have the same
powers as the present Government or dis-
triet inspectors have. The workmen's in-
spectors will operate under regulations
prescribed by the Minister. The powers
conferred in the Bill are very far-reach-
ing even if exercised by the Government
inspectors. It is the practice to-day and
it. has been so for years in the depart-
ment that the inspectors shall not take
action with regard to a prosecution with-
out first referring it to head offiee and
getting the approval of the State Mining
Engineer. Where it is possible for a
workmen’s inspector to get into touch
with the district, inspector, it is not in-

- 'The MINISTER FOR MINES:
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tended that be shall take action but that
he sHall“Fefer itto the distriet inspector.
There may be oceasions when it may be
necessary for the workmen’s inspector,
in the absenece of the district inspector, to
exercise the powers provided. Hon.
members may be certain that the power
can only be used under execeptional -eir-
cumstanees. '

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Will the Min-
ister explain why the words “in his dis-
cretion” appear in paragraph (f.) These
words do not appear in Section 7 of the

“principal” Aet. -

The MINISTER TOR MINES: The
words have been added by the State Min-
ing Engineer. T think the point involved
is that it gives the district inspeetor more
general powers aecording to his - discre-
tion. '

Hon. H. B. Lefroy: One would have
thought that the words were superfluous.

We
have had some extraordinary decisions
given by our courts in the past two years
and the legal profession appear to place
interpretations upon some of the seclions
of the Aet different from those 'of the
department,

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
amendment—
That in paragraph (f.) the words
“in his discretion” be struck out.
- "Mr FOLEY: I do not think the Min-
ister will clothe the workmen’s inspectors
with the same powers as those possessed
by the district inspectors. If a distriet
inspector is away an aceident might bap-
pen causing loss of life, - The paragraph
will in sach a case give the workmen’s
inspector the right to do what he thinks
necessary, in his diseretion, until such
time as the district inspector arrives. [
do not think the workmen’s inspectors
will be as well versed in regard to the
construction likely to be placed upon their
acfions in a court of law as are the dis-
trict inspectors, The mining ¢ompany
will have the benefit of the knowledge
of the district inspector hefore any dras-
tic action can be taken by the workmen’s
inspector. The words proposed to be
struck out should be retained.

I move an



[18.-SeprEAtEER, 1915.]

-~ Amendment put and negatived.

- Clauseg put and passed. -

Clause 11— Dlsquahﬁeatlon of district
-inspectors:

Mr, CU‘QNINGHAM
amendment—

' That in line | the words “a district”
be struck out and “and” inserted in
liew.

In view of the fact that the powers of
the workmen’s inspectors are almost equal
to those of the district inspectors, and
seeing that a penalty is provided against
the distriet inspector, although not
against the workmen’s inspector, I think
the amendment is worthy of support.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There is
something to be said for the amendment.
The provision should be made to apply
1o all but speeial inspectors. However,
[ think that if we insert after the word
*district” the words “or workmen’s” the
case wonld ha maore snitahly mat,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I had proposed
to move a new clause in regard to this.
If it is mecesary that a district inspector
should be subjeet to tertain disqualifica-
tions, thogse disqualifiecations sbould also
apply to & workmen's inspector. I think,
moreover, that the workmen’s inspector
should not be an official of a registered
union of miners. Once he is appointed
he should be tree from all outside -
fluence and as independent as a distriet
inspector. ‘
" Mr. Hudson: How would you provide
for small distriets? '

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : There would be,
of course, difficulties in the application of
‘the prineiple, but I do not think they are
likely to be insurmountable.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: You have already
voted that the union men shell elect one
OF their number

Hon. H. B. LEFROY I have already
voled that the 1\hrnster for Mines shall
appoink the inspectors anrl that the work-
en shall merely recommend those pro-
posed inspectors for the approval of the
Mmlster I am sorry the member for
Perth should raise these ObJECtIDHS pos-
sibly he is displéased with ‘me because T
am vot supporting him in the various
exceptions he has taken to the Bill.

I move an
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The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
objection seems to arise from the
assumption that workmen’s inspectors
would be on an equality with distriet in-
spectors. This is pot the intention. If
they were to be allowed to exercise all
the powers of Government inspectors and
to do the same class of work, it would be
desirable to restriet them in the same
way, but the intention is that they shall
be workmen’s inspectors making inspec-
tions and reporting to the district inspee-
tors. Tt would then remain for the dis-
triet inspector to decide what, if any,
action should be taken.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They would have
all the powers of inspection,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
but the provision of extreme power is
necessary to meet exceptional cases which
might arise. Outside Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, it is probable there would not
be suflicieni work to oceupy tne whole
time of an inspeector.

Hon. H. B. Lefroy: Would these in-
spectors be likely to he working in the
mines at the same time?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
possible, but unlikely. That is the objec-

tion to the existing provision,

* Hon. J. MITCHELY.: If there were
workmen’s inspectors whose time was
fully oceupied in these duties, they
should come under the clanse.

Mr, Hudson: The term of their en-
gagement wonld be limited to iwo years,
and they would probably have to sacri-
fice something,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the distriet

inspectors are subject to these disadvant-
‘wes, the same should apply to work-
wen’s inspectors on full time. The Min-
ister might aceept an awendment in this
direction. .
- The MINTSTER FOR MINES. If
the nnion selected a land agent, mining
engineer, or manager, or a viewer, agent,
or valuer of mines——

Hon, J. Mitchell: Would you approve
of such a man ¢ _

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
could appreve of him, but he would have
to cease in his former capac:t'_v after his
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appointment. The measure would be
administered with some degree of com-
mon sense. Worlunen's inspecloss on
full time would not be allowed to practise
in the directions forbidden to distriet
inspectors,

Mr. MULLANY : The amendmem
would seriously limit the choice of men
who might be selected workmen’s inspec-
tors. There is a penalty for an inspector
who divulges any information obtained
in the exercise of his official dufies.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The uvbject of
the amendment is that workmen’s inspeec-
tors should be subject to the same dis-
qualifications and penalty for breach of
daly as distriet inspeetors. A wman work-
ing in a small show could also enrry out
the duties of workmen’s inspector if they
occupied only a portion of his time. Sowe
disqualification and penalty should bhe
provided to apply to workmen’s in-
spactors.

Amendment pul and negatived.

Hon. J. MITCHEIL.:
amendment—

That after. the word “inspector” the
words “or a workmen’s inspector other
than g workmen's inspector whose lime
15 not wholly occupied in the work of
mspection” be inserted,

Amendment negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clanse 12—agreed to.
Clause 13—Penalty:

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: I !r;ove an
amendment—

I move an

That after the word “inspector” in
the first line the words “or a workmen's
inspector” be inserted,

I move this with a view to adding later
on a new clause providing that no per-
son shall be qualified to he a workmen’s
inspector who, at the same time aects as
the official of any duly registered union
of miners, or acts as an arbitrator in any
differences or disputes arising between
owners, agents, managers of mines. or
mine workers, or employed in any mine
inspected. If the amendment is agreed
to I shall then .move the vew clanse. I
think that the objections which have been
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raised previeusly in regard to this dis-
qualification could net be raised in the
case of tbis new clause. Workmen’s in-
spectors should be outside all influences.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
arguments 1 have advanced on obber
elauses apply to the proposal snbmitted
by the bon. member. Seeing that the
principle is one of appointment of work-
men’s wspectors, and that a further prin-
ciple is t¢ give the men concerned the
choice of their inspectors, I think it is
undesirable that the amendment should
be made. There would be much in the
contention of the hon. member if it was
intended to give the inspeetor, who might
be an official of the union and he driven
by bis union to take extreme action, all
the powers laid down in Beetion 10 with-
out reference to any superior officer.
Seeing that it is the intention to strietly
limit the functions of inspectors and that
they shall operate under the control and
jurisdiction of the distriet inspector, 1
do not think we should bar officials of
unions. If we find we should limit our-
selves in this direction we can do so by
regulation, I have no doubt the first sst
of regulations which will be adopted for
the eontrol of inspectors will be amended,
and that amendments will be continually
made to them. We shall be guided by
the actual operations of the clause. If
the inspectors are attempting to usurp
funetions they have no right to or exer-
cise powers which it is undesirable they
shonld exercise the Minister of the day
will have praetieally full control over
them under the regulations which may be
preseribed from time to time. If the
Minister preseribes regulations which ap-
pear to give the men too much power
there will always be the safegnard that
these regulations are laid on the Table of
the House and that members have an op-
portunity of debating them.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I did not ez-
pect to carry the amendment, but T de-
sired to have an expression of opinion
from the Minister with regard to the
maiters I raised. T am pleased to have
beard the hon. gentleman’s views, and ¥
have no donbt members generally will
feel more satisfied.
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Mr. HARRISON: Are workmen’s in-
spectors also included in the operation of
this elause, or does it apply to district
inspeetors only?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
first part of the clause applies to distriet
inspectors only, bnt the remainder ap-
plies to all mining inspectors,

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 14—agreed to.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment, and
the repurt adopted.

House adjourned at 11.25 pm.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 2ist September, 1915,
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Prpera presented
Joint Select Committees ;: Horse- rncmg contml

Mouey Bills Procedure ... 029
Question : Government offices in pnvnt.e
buildinga 929
Mot]ons Fublic works authorisation hy Pu.rlm 830
ent e
Bﬂ]s Sn]e of quuor R-gu.lm.wn lB L. 834
Permanent Reserve, 18, ... P
Mines Regulation Amendment in. 934
Government Electric Works Act Amend-
ment, Com, - 934
Weighta and Meaaures Com. 935
Roads Act Amendment and Cnnt.muntmn,
Com, . . 942

The PRESIDENT toock the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the C(olonial Secretary: 1, Jetiies
Regulation Aet, 1878—charges for stor-
age at the Esperance Jetty. 2, Health
Act, 1911-12—(a) adoption of Parts II.
to V1. and VIIL to X. of the model by-
laws: (b) by-laws. 3, 8.8. “Lalandia”
—-cable from the Agent General for
Western Australia in connection with the
State steamer.
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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
HORSE-RACING CONTROL.
Extension of time.
On motion by Hon. F. Connor (North)

the time for bringing up the report was
extended for a fortnight.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.
Extension of time.

Un motion by the Colonial Seeretary
(Hon. .J. M. Drew-—Ceniral) the time

for bringing up the report was extended
for a fortnight.

QUESTION —
CES IN

GOVERNMENT OFFI-
PRIVATE BUILDINGS.
lon. A. G. JENKIXS asked the Col-
cnial Secrefary: 1, What annnal rent
are the Government paying to ihe A.M.P.
Society for office accommodation for {a)
the Agricultural Bank, (b) Ilndustries
Assistance Board. 2, For what term have
the Government leased the said offices?
3, What annual rent were the Govern-
ment paying to the owners of Emannel
Bnildings for the premises formerly oc-
cupied by the Agrieultural Bank? 4,
When does the lease of these premises
expire? 5, Are these offices now vacant,
if not, what rent are the Government re-
ceiving from them? 6, Were the build-
ings formerly occupied by the AM.P.
Society offered to the Government, or did
any negotiations take place in regard to
purchase? 7, If ves, what were the terms

of the offer, staling particalarly the
amount of cash required to he paid?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-

plied: 1, (a) £581 156s., (b) £665 5s. 2,
Two vears for whole of No. 2 floor and
12 months for two rooms on No. 3 floor.

3, £1,010. 4, 29th February, 1916. 5,
Yes. Nil. 6 and 7. Yes. The managing

truslee saw the resident secretary of the
AM.I’. Society and aseertained that the
building could probably he purchased by
the Government for €16.000, and pay-
ment eould be made by Treasury Bills.



