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that iC was-within your power to allow
the papers to leave the Table for a stated
period. In view of that, what em-
barrassment could be placed on the
departments by the tabling of the
papers ? It cannot be argued that the
installation has not advanced suffi-
ciently far to enable the construction. to
go on without daily reference to the
papers, for the installation is so far
advanced that no reference to the papers
is now necessary. This is within the
knowledge of every member, because
all matters relating to generating costs
and agreements entered into have been
widely discussed in the House and we
have been told what the Government are
in a position to do relating to every
enterprise that desires to take current
from them. The Statement was made
in another place that the cost would be
not greater than from £220,000 to
£230,000 ; yet the expenditure has
risen to approximately £300,000 to date
and the work is still incomplete. I
hope the House will insist upon the
papers being laid on the Table, in order
that, next Tuesday, members will have
an opportunity of pelrusing them.
If this is done it will be seen that the
argum-ents advanced during the past
week, although without avail, have been
at least worthy of those who used them.

Onl motion by Ron. F. Connor debate
adjourned.

.House adjourned at 4-22 pt.

'tuislativce senbv
Thursday, 16th September, 1915.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

* PAPER PRESENTED.

-By the Premier: Further report by
the Auditor General concerning the audit
of State trading concerns accounts for
the year ended 30th June, 1915.

QUESTION-WATER AND SEWER-
AUE UE1VAMTMNEN'T.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY asked the
Minister for Water Supply: 1, What
wvas the total amount of revenue received
by the Water and Sewerage Department
from the metropolitan area for the finan-
cial year 1914-15? 2, What was the cost
of admlinistration for these services dur-
ing the same years 3, (a) WhVat is the
total capital amount debited to 30th June,
1915, for the -water and sewerage service
for the metropolitan area; (b) what
amount of interest and sinking fund was
charged for thle year 1914-157

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLY replied: 1, Actual cash receipts
amounted to £120,130. Revenue accrued
amounted to £141,646. 2, £42,772. This
rinlutdes management, revenue Collection,
and all operating and maintenance ex-
penses. 3, (a) £1,734,014; (b) interest,
£C62,903; sinking fund, £23,982; total,
£86,885. The foregoing figures are ex-
clusive of the following transactions on
sewerage house connections deferred pay-
inents account:-Capital expenditure Un-

recouped, £178,408; interest received for
year, £6,207; interest paid for year,
£6,180.
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QUESTION-CIVIL SERVANTS'
INCREMENTS.

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1,
Is it the intention of the Government to
pay to those civil servants, about 40 in
nnuber, who have recently petitioned the
Premier, and whose grading was raised
by the appeal board, the same increments
a~s have already been paid in 1911-12,
1912-13, and 191.3-14 to all officers simni-
larly' graded by the Re-classification
Board? 2, If so, when? 3, 'If not, why
not?1

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2, and 3,
The Government, after careful considera-
tion, and n otwithlst anding financial diffi-
culties, decided to respect the decision of
the appeal board by placing officers on
thie miinimumi of the grade as fixed on
appeal, anti to pay such rate as from 1st
July, 1911, and whilst recognising the
equity of the petitioner's claims, it is
regretted that present conditions will not
permit of more liberal treatment in the
direction desired.

QUESTION-WHEAT FREIGH1T,
REBATE.

Mr. THOM1SON asked the Mlinister for
Lands: 1, is it a fact that the Federal
Government propose to retain the .3%d.
per cent, rebate usually given b 'y the ship
owners? 2, Seeing that it is estimated
that the rebate will approximately mean
the lass of id. per bushel to the farmer,
and a total loss of abouit £250,000, does
he propose to urge the Federal Govern-
ment that they should not endea-vour to
make a profit out of the tranisaction. hut
should grant full rebate to the producer,
less actual working expenses?

The INISTER, FOR LANDS relplied:
With the permission of the House, .1
would like to explain this matter as it is
impossible to make the position clear in
the course of a brief reply to a question.
Under the terns of the agreement made
with the charterers by the Commonwealth
Government, it was aigreed that a 5 per
cent, commission wouild he paid. That isi
the usual commission paid for the char-
tering of vessels, and 11/ per cent. goes

to the charterers anti the other 33/ per-
cent. to the shippers. In this case, the-
Comm nonweal th andi States really become-
the shippers, and consequently they get
the 33/4 per cent. .It has been stated in
the South Australian Parliament, more
for party reasons I think than anythbing,
else, that the 3-3/ per c ent. represents
sonic £250,000, and that it means that the
farmer will get Id. per bushel less for
his wheat. That statement is absolutely
ridiculous because the 3% per cent. is
only earned by those who ship the wheat.
There is quite a number of buyers who
do not charter vessels, and there is quite
a number of big buyers who do charter
v'essels, but who at the same time send
their wheat away in parcels-that is, in
a portion of the ordinary shipping sp)ace
-to oversen ports. The shippers of"
wheat do not calculate on the 323/1 per
cent, in purchasing their wheat. That is
demonstrated by the fact that, day by
day, wheat does not fluctuate as between
btiy er and buyer. The rate is fixed, and
it does not matter whether a shipper is
sending his wheat away under parcel
rates or in a vessel he has chartered, the
price paid to the producer is the same.
The price is fixed on London parity with-
out aniy regard to the .3% per cent. I
am prl'cpare([ to admit, and this was dis-
cussed at the conference. that at times
they, work on the 3-3/ per cent. -If a
shipper has a vessel iu port and finds lie
has not enough wheat to fill her, thle com-
petition is such that it muight pay him to
g ive a little more than the existing mar-
ket rate iii order to get sufficient wheat
to fill her, and for the payment of that
lie has to recoup hims elf from the 3%/
per cent. This, however-, applies only in
exceptional circumstances, and I repeat
that the 3-%/ per cent. which goes to the
shipper has no bearing on the price of
wheat, and generally speaking does not
gfo to the farmer or have any effect on
the price paid to the farmer for his
wheat, It most be borne in mind that the
Commonwealth and States, as partners,
are the shippers and are taking a certain
amount of risk, and those farmers who
arc talking about the loss of the 3% per
cent, overlook the possibility of there
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being many a slip in regard to the ship-
ping-we may have to pay a certain
amount of compensation for loss of time
owing to diffieulty in loading, or there
may be difficulty on the railways in get-
ting tile wheat down; all such expenses
have to be borne by the Government be-
cause we are the shippers and the farmers
will Hot pay us for such losses. Conse-
quently, the .3/1 per cent, to be shared by
the Commonwealth and] States will enable
us to recoup ourselves against losses of
this description. Supposing we have a
run of really good luck and sustain no
losses at all, which is unlikely to happen,
the 33/ per cent. will be distributed
amiong the Commonwealth and States,
and if we do make a profit on the trans-
attion that money will go to the Govern-
ment, and, in the ordinary course, the
agr-iculturists will get a share.

Mr. Harrison : Would the Western
Australian Government get a pro rata
share of such profit?

The MINISTIER FOR l1ANOS: Ve

Mr, Thomson: How much would the
Coinmonlwealth get out of it?

The MTNISTER FOR LANDS: Thiey
would get a share.

Mr. James. Gardiner: Wonld flint be
one-sixth'?

Tlhe -MINISTER FOR LANDS: -No,
Queensland and Tasmania are not par-
tics to the agreemnent. The parties are
New South Wales, Victoria, South Aus-
tralia, anid 'Western Australiia, so that we
would get one-fifth.

lon. J. M3itchiell: One-fifth of thle
whole of the Australian charters?

The MINISTER FOR lAND.'IS:I
take it that we would get our proportion
of one-fifth of the profit on Ilme ajount
Of shipping we get out of ill pool.

Mr. Harrison: I wish to he quite clear
in regard to the 3'1 per cent. plis the
I . 1 per cent. in the ordinary way of
butsiness no portion of this 5 per cent.
would appear to the farmer.

The MIN'ISTER FOR LANDS: That
is so. In oilier years it has always been
at 5 per 'cnt, proposition aud the farmer
k~new nothing about it, but this. year it

happens to have come out in the agree-
ment, and the opportnnity has been seized
upon to make it appear that the farmers
are being robbed by the Governments of
the 3% per cent., which, on the face of
it, is ridiculous, because we are taking all
the risk in connection with the charter-
ing, and are simply getting the ordinary
trade risk for it, and the farmer is not
payig more than previously for freight
and is not getting less than previously
for his wheat.

M1r. James Gardiner: The 5 per cent.
has been an established custom with the
broker for years past.

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
ever sine we have been shipping -wheat.

QT ESTION - RETURNED
SOLIERS. CONGCESSIONS.

Mr. E. B. JOHNJSTON asked the
Premier: 1, Has the concession origin-
ally granted to memubers of the Auistra-
lian Expeditionary Forces in regard to
free travelling on the State railways
been in any way modified or withdrawn?
2, If so . to what extent? 3, Will ar-
rangements he mnade for the soldiers to
travel on the railways free of charg" in
future?

The PRE'MI ER replied: 1,' Yes. 2,
Originally, military warrants, entitling
holders to a free ticket, were issued by
the "Defence Department to tfie members
of the Expeditionary Forces, whenever
they desired to travel, hut, owing to
the larg-e number travelling from Black
Boy Hill vamip Io Perth, and the conse-
quient icon venience bot h to tire Railway
Department and the travelling public, the
Dlefence Deptartment restricted the issue
of' these warrants to men desiring to
return hiomec to complete their private
affairs,_ or travelling on duty. M.%en on
short leave from thre camp have therefore
to pay. their own fares. Returned
wounded soldiers. are permitted to travel
free in the suburiban area or to their
homes in the country on presentation of
an order from the miihitarv (lovtor. .3. It
is niot proposed to grant any fuirther con-
cession than mentionedl in 'No. 2.
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QUESTION - STATE SINKING
FUND, CONTROL, ETC.

Mr. GEORGE asked the Premier: Is
it his intention to lay on the Table of the
House a return showing-i, Amount of
sinking fund provided on loan accounts
up to 30th June, 1914?7 2, How the fund
is invested, 3, With whom is the
control and direction of this fund en-
trusted?7

The PREMIIER replied: 1 and 2, On
pages 116 and 117 of the Public Ac-
Counts for last year, which were laid on
thle 'Table of the House on the 14th inst.,
tile position of the various sinking funds
is detailed against each class of stock
and debentures current, the total amount
of contributions from revenue bein-
£63,073,456 10s. 9d., and the total Sinking
Fund £4,068,888 5s. 6Sd. The investments
of the funds are also set out in detail. 3,
The Sinking Fundi for loans raised since
Responsible Government are controlled
by trustees in London, one of whom is
the Agent General. For loans raised
previous to that period, of which
£1,116,653 is still current, the control is
in the hands of the Crown Agents for the
colonies.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1. Sale of Liquor Regulation.

2. Permanent Reserves.

Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENrP.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

lion. H.B. LEFROY (Moore) [4.40]:
The Minister for Lands in introducing
the Bill fully explained its provisions to
the House, and I do not think- there is
anything in it with which the House can
disagree. It has evidently been brought
forward with the object of improving the
principal Act, to give assistance in cer-
tain cases to settlers, and at the same
time to safeguard the Treasury in every

possible way. It is distinctly a Com-
mittee Bill, and one which I think
scarcely deserves much consideration on
the second reading. It deals principally
with amendments to the present Act
which are considered to be of benefit in
many ways. It provides for cases in
which advances can be made and for the
extension of the operations of the prin-
cipal Act to the 31st December of next
year. I think that this may be needed,
and that it is needed in the unfortunate
circumstances wvhich render the Act neces-
sary. No doubt many of those settlers
who have received assistance under the
Industries Assistance Act will, during the
forthcoming year, need further assistance
to tide them over their difficulties. I am
lieased to think the Government have

brought the measure forward. The op-
erations of the Act have scarcely come
tinder my immediate notice, because in
the districts which I represent there are
very few settlers who have heen able to
seek the assistance of the Act, and there
are many who have not required to do so.
Consequently, I know little or nothing
about the working of the Act. There
are, however, hon. members in the House
who have in their districts many farmers
who have been obliged, unfortunately. to
seek this form of assistance, and who
will be in a better position to speak with
regard to the operations of I lie Act as it
now stands than I am. myself. I will,
therefore, leave it to them to deal with
the general operations of the Act because
they know more about it than 1. (10. The
Bill also provides where advances are
made upon implements, live stock, etc.,
that the Treasurer may exempt from the
operation of the security the crops and
chattels of the applicant. That is a eon-
cession to the farmers, and it is a wise
provision which the settlers, I am sure,
will welcome. The Bill also Provides
that, where an applicant has a mortgage
the Treasurer can only* make advances,
subject to such mortgage with regard
to the land, on the security on the crop.
This is the amendment by which we are
effecting an improvement to the particu-
lar clause which was introduced in an-
other plaue. We must all agree that the
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section will be improved by the addition
of the words which it is proposed under
this Bill to add to the principal Act.
There are other provisions under which
the Treasurer may insure the crops. That
is Only right and proper. The Country
has to be protected, and if a settler will
not insure his crop and the mortgagee is
the Government, then the Government
should be protected and should be per-
mitted to insure the crop so as to safe-
guard the country also. There is no
need to discuss this Bill at the present
stage for it can be better discussed in
Committee. So far as I can see, after
going carefully into the Bill and com-
paring it with the present Act, there is
nothing in it that this House is likely
to object to. On the other hand, I think
the provisions contained in it should
meet with the approval of the members.

Mr. PlESSE (Toodyay) [4.55] : Like
the lion. member who has just sat down

Iendorse this measure, because I feel
sure it is a very necessary one. While

.nl ..gi I ish Lu bay 1 appreciate the
work which has been done under the
principal Act. Although inconvenience
has resulted from what may have ap-
peared to be unnecessary delays, still,
considering the great volume of business,
it is only reasonable to suppose that there
should be some delay in the handling of
so many applications as have been
handled under the principal Act. Thbis is
a necessary measure. I do hope the
Minister will give us his assurance that,
when handling the proceeds of the har-
vest, particularly in the matter of the
payment of land rents, and recouping
the board for their outlay, the fullest
consideration will be given to the condi-
tion of the farmers who have had occa-
sion to obtain assistance under the Act.
The unpaid rents and other liabilities due
by the farmer to the Crown, in many in-
stances, total a very large sum of money.
It is almost impossible to the people to
make this good out of one crop, even if
it is a phenomenal yield. Although I
have had it in an indirect way from the
Minister that it is not the intention of
the Government to impose heavy burdens
on the farmer or to be unfair in the mat-

ter, I should like him to assure the House
that such is the intention of the Govern-
ment when recouping themselves for their
outlay. When we reach the Committee
stage we shall be able to further discuss
the various clauses.

llr. BOLTON (South Fremantle)
[4.57]: Whilst hon. members may helieve
in the necessity for the amending Bill I
am hopeful that they will believe in the
necessity for amending it. Ron. mem-
bers who have any knowledge of the
Agricultural Bank will know that under
the horse and machinery loans to farm-
crm, farmi vehicles, wagons, drays, etc.,
are included. Under the Farmers'
Assistance Board, however, wagons are
not included, and it follows that all the
money which the board have advanced to
the farmer to put in his crop and for
machinery to take it off is not safe-
guarded until something has heen pro-
vided in which to cart the products to
the nearest siding. Cases have he."'
brought under my notice, one from a
place called Nangeenan, where the
fanner has to cart his produce 171/
miles. The area under crop is, I think,
530 acres. The amount of the tender to
cart the wheat to the siding is £80, which
the Government have to pay, of course,
to get the produce to that particular sid-
ing. This man desired to obtain a wagon
with which to do his own carting. He
had the horses and the labour, but under
the Farmers' Assistance Hoard he could
not obtain that wagon. The cost of a
wagon is £68 10s., and after he had
carted his crop hie would still have the
wvagon which would be an additional
security to the Government. Yet under
(he hoard, this settler cannot get a wagon
because it is not provided for in the
principal Act. It is not the case of a
man who has received all the assistance
the board could give him, as I will be
able to show. T have letters received
from the Farmers' Assistance Board in
reply to numerous applications for
wagons. In my hand I hold a list con-
taining 46 applications to one firm to
s"ppl -y wagons. This list contains the
file No. of the Farmers' Assistance Board

M
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in every instance. In one instance a reply
was sent to this effect-

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of 7th inst. in regard to a dray
which 1A'r. Willis, of Newearnie, de-
sires. All the board can do is to guar-
antee the first payment of £15. You
wiil have to look to Mr. Willis for the
balance.

The firm cannot obtain a bill of sale over
the wagon although they sell it to the
man, taking the risk of a payment of
£:15 on account of a purchase of £76;
and in the case of the whole 46 applica-
tions I have referred to they declined to

build the wagon on those conditions. If
members will turn to Schedule 3 they
will find that from any surplus remaining
over from the proceeds of the cr01) there
arc eight items which must be paid for
before payment can Ibe made for a
wagon; and, optimistic as members may
be, I do not think they would regard it
as a fair thing- for any merchant or
builder to wait until the other eighbt have
been paid before gyetting" his money for
this very necessary article. Members will
surely agree that a wagon is as necessary
to the farmer as a harvester. Because if
lie has to cart for any distance a farmer
must have a wagon, dray, cart, or some
other means of conveyance. The Farm-
ers' Assistance Board say they will pro-
vide the seed for Ihe crop, they will take
the crop off but will not do anything
towards taking the crop to the siding.
Still inl the same breathi they say they
w~ill payv for thle cartage of thle crop to
the siding, will make a contract with
someone in the district. The cost of cart-
ing under such contract would be greater
in many instances. than the cost of the
wagon; and that to me does not seem
reasonable or sensible. In many districts,
in view of the number of farmers who
have had assistance from the board, there
are not sufficient wagons to take the crops
to the siding. Besides a farmer owning
a wagon would require it for shifting his
own crop. Let me proceed by reading
one or two of the replies received from
the board-

Sir,-With reference to your letter
of the 23rd ultimo I beg to inform you
that the board regrets being unable to
approve of the spring cart required
by the above settler.

Ini this instance the Assistance Board re-
ferred the matter to the Agricultural
Bank. If this particular settler had re-
ceived the full amount of loan under that
Act, then lie would be turned down, show-
ing that the Assistance Board does not,
and will iiot, advance mnoney for the build-
ing of wagons to take crops to the siding.
Here is another letter-

With reference to your letter of the
7th it., addressed to MKessrs. Atkinson
Bros. & Joseph. of Uipper Chapman, I
beg to inform you that these settlers
requested the board to authorise the
purchase from your firm of a wagon
costing £71, but I regret that wve are
not able to alithorise this expenditure
-it present in connection with these set-
tlers' farming operations.

No reason is given there as to why; hut
it inay be a reasonable inference to say
that these men had had as much assist-
ance as the hoard could give them, they
had gone to thle limit. I want to say,
before reading aniy more letters, that both
the board and thle Government aresae
guarded by the fact that before the firm
canl build a wagon for a settler the board
must be convinced that the manl is iii
urgent riced of that article. Therefore
thepy need not approve the building of a
wvagon unless they know the manl to be
geninte and know that he is in urg,-ent
need. Here is a letter from Wongan
Hills-

I aum in receilpt of your letter of 24th
uit.. re request from above settler for
thle Supply of one farm wagon, cost £60,
and have to inform you that (his has-
been referred to the Agricultural Bank.
and upon receipt of their decision yoll
will be further communicated with.

In thle case of the letter I have just read,
this settler, Hodgson, had not received
the Lull amount allowed by the Agricail-
tuiral Bank Act horses and machinery
lien, and therefore the Agricultural Bank
immediatelyv gave authority to the fr

$90
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to Ibuild the wagon for this man ; but
not utnder the 1Industries Assistance Act.
It was a matter which would have been
arranged apart from the Assistance
Board, because the Agricultural Bank
would have lent the money. Here ts an-
other-

.[a reply to your letter of the 23rd
tilt, requesting authority to supply
Messrs. G. Wilson & Sons, of Betnder-
ing, with a 5-ton box wagon. I beg to
informn you that this matter has been
referred to the Agricualtural Bank, and1
I1 am now in receipt of that institution's
reply to the effect that they are pre-
pared to assist them in the direction in-
dicated.

We have now found that these men, Wil-
son & Sons, had not exhausted the amount
the bank would lend them on the im-
provements, and so the Agricultural Bank
approved the building of the wagon. But
in no instance at all has the Assistance
Board advanced one penny, or offered to
advance otie penny, to help the settlers
to get their crop to the siding. The Agri-
cultural Ban, ins done tlis for years
ninder thteir own Act, so this has nothing
to do with the Assistance Board. All
the Assistance Board does is to communi-
cate with the Agricultural Bank, who
communicate in reply with the Assistance
Board] and the latter then communicate
with the applicant. Another form of re-
ply fromt the Assistance Board is as fol-
lows-

Pe k. D. Lindberg, Wogerlin. In
replyv to your letter of the 23rd alt. r~e-
questing authority to supply the above
settler with a table-top wagon, I beg to
informt you that this matter has heetn
referred to the Agricultural Bank. and
immediately we receive their reply yotl v
will be futrther communicated with.

Showinw tat the whole thing is going
throughi the Agri'cultural Bank instead of
the Faruters' Assistance Board; showinit
that the board is prepared to assist the
man to put his cr0o) in, wvill provide him
with macinerytl3 to put the crop) in. v-ill
sutpply Imt with machinery' and hiorse~s
to take the crop off; but there they leave
him. They say they are prepared to make
a contract with some near neighbbour or

settler to take the farmer's crop to the
nearest siding. T[he cost of carting the
crop~ under that contract is generally
more titan the price of the wvagon. Be-
sides there is this aspect, that if the
farner were supplied with a wagon there
would be available after the carting was
done at least the value of the wagon.
Members who know anything of the sub-
ject will know that a wagon does not
stiffer very severely through working one
or two years. The board could supply
wagons at less than it costs to contract
for the carting of the wheat. To prove
what I say, 1 have broutght a few samples
of the letters we have received. I will not
read them all, but only those portions
which are of interest in view of the re-
marks I am now making. This is one
from Carter & Son, of Nangeenan. I
give the name because they are well es-
tablishied settlers-

Just a line to YOU in reference to the
wagon. The Industries Assistance
Hoard guaranteed me the wagon before
T lrft f- have it delirre to me in two
months' time. I will want it in one.
month from nowv. I not writing by this
mail giving them a shaking up. I am
telling them that ydtt want att immed-
iate reply fromt me, as I p~urclhased the
wagon from 'you, otnly waiting for them
to give their sanction. Tell them you
hold ale responsible until I cancel my
order with you. Please go up and
send the wagon as soon as you can,
for they must supply me and pay for
it. It will cost them £75 or £80 if they
pay for carting, and then they will
have to wait the convenience of the
carter. There is no chance of borrow-
ing this year; that is what they want
mue to do.

Any bon. mentber who knows the situ-
ation of that mali's farm will know that
the tender hie had received for carting his
p~roduce, £75 to £80, was reasonable. The
price quoted to the Farmers' Assistance
Board for a wagon for this man was
fliS 10s. It does not seem to me a busi-
ness proposition to pay £75 to £30 for
the carting-and tlte Government must
par for the carting. that is through1 the-
Assistance Boa rd-
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Mr. Thomson; The farmers' have to
pay that in the end.

Mr. BOLTON: The question is that
when the crop has been taken off, the
Farmers' Assistance Board, in order to
get a return of their money, must cart
the crop to the siding; and if the board
has to pay from £75 to £80 for the cart-
ing, lion, members will realise that after
piying for the carting there is, not any-
thing loft but the wheat at the siding,
whereas,' if the man had been given a
wagon ini which to do the carting himself,
the board would have a lien on the
wagon. It -would be cheaper if the beard
were to go further into this question and
allow those settlers who are urgently in
need to obtain the necessary money to
pay for the wagons they require. I have
another letter, ,from "Studley Park,"
dated the 5th August of this year-

Would you be good enough to give
in@ a quote for a farm wagon, special
measurements as follows:-

Then is given the size of the axles and
the different measurements.

A light but strong wagon is needed,
and when you know that the carting is
17 miles to the *siding, and through
four miles of heavy sand, you will bet-
ter uinderstand our wants and see the
reason for wanting three horses in the
shafts.

That explains the special measurements
they want.

And three in the front. I find this
is a better method of getting a more
direct pull, and the horses work better.
You mnay send your specifications as
well. This wagon is needed by the
1st October. This order is subject to
1he app~roval of the Industries Assist-
auce Board, and I am now awaiting
their final approval for same. My
trop~ is 580 acres.

Now, 580 acres to be carted 17 miles,
four miles of it through sand, 'vii, 1
think, show that the cost of carting that
crop, without the railing, will be enoi-
mnous indeed. Thie letter proceeds-

If we decide to do business, it must
be clearly understood that the payment
for the same will be made by the Iu-
dustries Assistance Board, who have

full control over my crop and the dis-
tribution of the proceeds from same.

That is signed "Edith J. Bll"-I thinh
some hon. members know the property.
Thie board are thus shown to have full
control of the crop and full control over
thle proceeds of the sale of the crop; and
they would also have full] control over
the wagon. Naturalfly, the firm declined
to build wagons on those conditions. I
bring this question forward because it
may be possible under this Bill, when in
Committee, to permit a wagon, dray, or
other vehicle used by a farmner to be
treated in thle same way by the Farmers'
Assistance Board as 'under the Agricul-
tural Bank Act, uinder which horses, ma-
chinery, and wagons are included as se-
curity. In the Industries Assistance Act
there is no mention in Schedule 3 of
wagon or dray; and it is also provided
that any surplus remaining over from
thle amiount derived from the crop taken
from the land is to be allocated as pro-
vided in Schedule 3. In that schedule
everything is included for which pay-
ment. or part payment has to be made,
except the wagon which the farmer
wants. This should be an opportune
time to amend this Bill in that
direction. I do not claim any personal
knowledge of farming, but those mem-
bers who have a practical knowledge of
that induisty will at once admit that a
wagon is just as essential to a farmer as
a harvester or binder.

MTemiber: This aumendiag Bill provides
against that.

Mr. BOLT ON: It is entirely unsatis-
Fact ory to those wanting to build a
wagon. Let tis not forget that. The
g.reatest difficultv of the farmer is that
if lie "as to pay for cartage it goes on to
thle cost. I am. prepared to give time
,ianes and addresses of everyone of the
46 applicants for wagons whom I have
mentioned, in order to show that they are
ggcnuitie. Additional acreage under crop
means, additional farm machiner 'y, and
also additional vehicle power to take away
the crop. Eon. members will recollect
that the Premier, in introducing his Bud-
~ct. spoke of 500,000 acres additional
heingr tinder crop this season. If thle
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House agrees with, me that there should
be some provision of the nature I have
suggested, there will be an opportunity
for making it during the Committee
stage. For the present I content myself
with bringing the matter under the notice
ot hon. members. Some assurance should
be obtained from the Mtinister for Lands
in regard to future actions of the Farm-
ers' Assistance Board.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[5.17]: According to my reading of See-
tion 9 of the lpflncipal Act, the argument
of thie last sp~eaker is wrong.

Mr. Bolton: Wagons are not included.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think they are.
Mr. Bolton: The Crown Lawv authori-

tic Ihave declared that a wagon is not
inluide-d.

H~on. J. MITCHELL: I think they
would declare a wagon to be included if
tine Farmers' Assistance Board desire to
supp)Jly wagons. -Mr. Sayer, I fancy,
would rule either way. So far as I can
see, tihe wagon is intended to be covered
oy Section 1,. thie amendments desired
by the Minister arc merely designed to
give effect to wvhat wvere the intentions of'
Parliaument when piassing thle Act. It
is t rue that thle time limit of [ie Act is
to be extended by a couple of years or
so. That in My opin)]ion is a wise pro-
vision. Then, the Mlinister intends to
charge a commissionl to the farmer on
moneys disbursed on the farmer's behalf
outsidle payments to the Crown. That
is reasonable, seeing the farmer would,
have to par the commission lo others; and
I daresay that the people receiving the
money will find the commission. Another
new provision is in regard to caveats.
The Act provides that a caveat may be
lodged when the applicant for assistance
Fins signed what is practically an order
for supplies. Eve,, there, however, no
amount is stated; so that by agreeing to
the Minister's suggestion wre shall not be
doing the farnier an injustice. A letter
from the farmer will afford just the same
protection as an acknowledgement which
does not state an amount. There is, how-
ever, another amiendment which ought to
be made. Injustice will be worked unless
the Bill is further amended in the diree-

tion I have indicated on the Notice Paper.
Some conitusion appeiars to have arisen
in the drafting of Section 2.3 of the prin-
cipal Act, because it is not clear that the
wheat sold by the farmer, which he has
failed to deliver, is identical with the
wheat sold by the purchaser from the
farmer and the sub-purchaser under that
puricllaser. The amendments I have on
the Notice Paper will at any rate assist
ill affording- the protection which we in-
tended to give when framing the Act,
and w hich I think Parlin men t will d1e-
sire to extend to all who follow the
farmer, namely, the purchaser and all
sub-purchasers. The Hilt contains one or
two other minor provisions which are
needed to protect the farmer. I trust the
amendment I have placed on the Notice
P'aper will find favour with hon. mem-
hers. ,I suppose it was impossible to
foresee, in drafting the principal mea-
sure, all the little troubles which might
arise; and it is quite natural that we
should be asked to amend the Act. if
flip AptentP ;,, f--,Y.na T A 7 1-y wz
shall from time to time find something to
amend in it. I have much pleasure in
5'! porting the second reading.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [6.23]: 1 should like to say a
few words iii support of the second read-
ing. I am pleased to notice thle amend-
nments placed on the Notice Paper by the
member for 'Nortiam (Hon. J.. Mitchell)
relative to wheat contracts. Considerable
dilliculty has arisen in that connection
throughout the agricultural districts. I
think the position indicated by the
amendments is due partly to the fact
that in many cases the applications for
assistance signed by the farmers in good
faith and sent forward have not reached
tie Farmers' Assistance Biard. There
have b~een many' complaints on that score
in mny own electorate, farmers who under-
stood that they were applying for assist-
anie., and who had signed and sent on
applications for relief from their con-
tracts, finding that those applications have
never been lodged at the local court, with
the result that the farmers have not re-
ceived the relief to which they are en-
titled. The position of those farmers is
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a very serious one, and defence commit-
tees have been formed at Wickepin and
elsewhere to deal with it. Some hon.
members at all events must regret that
wheat contracts were not entirely can-
celled when the principal measure was
before Parliament at the beginning of
this year. Another point to which I de-
sire to refer briefly is that the present
Bill perpetuates the interest charge of
6 per cent. on all advances made. As
regards actual money advanced by the
Government in payment for commodities
supplied to the farmers, I do not think
that under existing financial conditions
anyone would complain of paying 6 per
cent.; but [ dto think that a charge of
6 per cent, on the amount of land rates
being paid in such a generous degree-I
think the Premier told its that £1.15,000
has already been paid on this account-
is too high.

The Minister for Lands: Is it generous
to pay'v your just debts?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Really, the
transaction amounts only to a bookeep-
ing entry. The least tine Government
could do would be to charge a lower rate
of interest on the money advanced for
rents.

The Mtinister for Lanlds: Would the
hon. member agree to abolishing the 6
per cent. interest and enforcing the fines?
The Land Act says I must fine for non-
payment or rents. Would the lion. nmem-
her agree to that?

MNr. E. B3. JOHNSTON: Nothing of
the kind. As regards money' paid for
land rent. interest at thne rate of three
per cent, would be ample.

The Minister for Lands: Plus the flue?
11r. E B. JOHNSTON. Without any

fine whatever. The predecessor of the
Minister for Lands promised to waive
the fines, and did waive them to
drought-stricken settlers for a good
many) months without Parliamentary
authority: and I congratulate the present
Minister for Lands on having continued
that policy so far. I am sure Parliament
will endorse his action when there is a
chance of doing so. But this is the posi-
tion to-day. We are disposing of Crown

lands on the leasehold system, and the
rental charged is for rural lands only
3 per cent, on the value, while for town
lands it is 4 per cent. That is the law of
the country in regard to the disposal of
town and rural lands at the present time.
Yet to the farmer who is in arrear with
his land rents--rents wvhich in many in-
stances are assessed on a basis out of all
proportion to the value of the laud at
lpresent-w~e say that we will pay his
arrears for him and charge him 6 per
cent, per annm interest on the amount.
In a number of cases arrears to the ex-
tent of £9100, and even £150, have accu-
mulated. If the Government had to find
the moneyv in hard cash-

The Premier: We have to.
Mr. Rl B. JOHNSTON: No.
The Premier: Then who is finding it?
Mr. E. B. .JOHNSTON: If the Gov-

ernment did not pay these land rents out
of loan, they wvould,' not get them. The
farmer could not pay them. The Gov-
ermnent simply transfer the money from
loan to revenue and charge the distressed
settler 6 per cent, for a book-keeping
entry' . The Government have to raise
the money to finance the deficit by a
book entry. The *y utilise it for the pur-
pose of paying these land rents and
transfer it to revenue.

Mr. James Gardiner: Have the Gay-
ernmenL Ween financing their deficit ant
of Loan funds?

M~r. F. B. .JOHINSTON: Yes, and they
would still be doing it on an immense
deficit if this particular provision had
not been passed: because before utilising
the money they book it up to the farmer
-it is a mere book entry-anda then they
charge him 6i per cent, interest. They
charge thaqt interest for an entr 'y made in
the books of the Lands Department.

The Premier: Absolutely incorrect. Is
not the money brought to account on the
revenue side?

,\r. E. B. JOHNSTON. Of course it is.
The Premier: And expended?
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If it were not

brought to account in that way, the
deficit would simply be so much the
larger, and the Treasurer would not be
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drawing 6 per cent, interest, or any in-
terest, from the drought-stricken farmer,
lbccause of that book-keeping entry.

The Premier: It is costing i's the in-
terest on that proportion of the deficit.

Mir. E. B. JOHNSTON: The Govern-
ment would not get the money, because
the farmer who has suffered from the
drought-and he alone tomes under this
Bill-would not be able to meet the
charge. However . bccausc the Farmers'
Assisrtnce Board pa.y the rent, and in-
cirlentallv give the Government the right
to treat the amount as revenure instead of
as. loan, the fanner is booked up with 6
pecr c-cut, interest. 1. mu sure (he member
fnr Irwin (.1r. James Gardiner) sees
the point,

Mr, James Gardiner: I am trying to
undcrstand your methods of financing.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: ] can only
think that the hon. member does niot want
to see it. 1 amn constrained to that belief.

The Premier: You are an ex-civil ser-
vant. If one talks to civil servants about
expenditure they -always say, "It is just
a book-keeping entry." I know all about
their- book-keeping entries.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The rents are
being paid in this way by the Farmers'
Assistance Board really for the purpose
of assisting the Government in their rev-
enue account, and the farmers as a class
pay their proportion of the interest on
the general deficit, -as wvell as this slpeciaJl
charge on the distressed section of
their- class. Another point I would
like to mention is that I hope the Minis-
ter -will make some explanation iii regard
to the circular sent by, the Farmers' As.
sistane Board to the various storekeep-
ers asking for a deduction of 21/ per
cent. on all accounts paid hy the board
in the future.

The Minister for Lands: No. Wve
arc charging 2 / 11cr cent. on cash Pay-
ments- we are not asking for a deduc-
tion.

Mr. E. B. JOHWSTON: You fire ask-
ig for discount.

Mr. James Gardiner: They ought to
he thankful for 2 / per cent. discount
for cash.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I hiope it is
not goiuig to add to the burden that the
set tlers have to beer in the shape of an
increased charge for stores, etc. In
regardl to the remarks of the mem-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. Bol-
ton) concerning supplying wagous to
farmers, I look at the matter from
a slightly different point of view,
but I must say that, if the Act does
not give the Industries Assistance Board
power to deal with eases of that kind on
their inerits, it certainly ought to do so.
It would be wvise to su pIort the Govern-
mient in any- proposal made to give thre
iloard power to buy a wagon for a settler
on a wveil regulated farmn, rathecr than
that the board should pa~y a. large sum
for- carting the farmer's produce. Unless
this power is given ait the end of the
period of the harvest the board Would
pay this money for cartage and would
have no asset in the shape of a wagon.
I hope that when the Bill is in Committee
the member for South Fremautle will
move an amendment in the direction he
pro posed.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Greenough):
[5.5] : As the Act which the Bill seeks
to amend was only passed last session to
deal wvith matters which were almost new
to us, we did niot have much experience
iii that regard. It is natural , therefore,
that the Act should require some amend-
ment at the present time. I think that
most of the amendments prolposed in the
Bill before us will meet the case. The
member for South Fremantle (Mr. Bol-
ton) referred to one case in which a far-
mer received all the assistance that he
required but was left short of a wagon.
It appears that the legal definrition of the
word "imlements" does not include wag-
ons, and the board therefore have no
power to make advances for the pur-
chase of this farm necessity.

The Mlinister for Lands: We have any
amount of power to make advances for
Wagons.

Mr. Bolton: But you have not made
any advances yet.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: If there be any
doubt about the legal definition of ther
word "implements" it would be better
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now, when we are amending the Bill, to
take the opportunity of widening the de-
finition so that wagons mnight be included.
I do not say that every settler who ap-
plies for a wagon should have his appli-
cation granted, but I think that applica-
tions of this kind like all others which
are lodged by settlers should he dealt
with on their merits. And, as there is a
large area under cropi this year, there
will be the need for more wagons. If
they are not supplied, money will have to
be found to pay for the carting. Many
of the people who own wagons or drays;
will use them for carting their own pro-
dnce to market, -and the men who have
not got thenm will have to wait until the
end, and (hen perhaps have to pay more
than the cost of the wvagon wvol(] be. I
think it would be a sound business pro-
position to, wherever possible, make the
necessary advance to enable the farmer
to purchase a wagon. Another matter in
the Bill I wish to refer to relates to come-
missions. I take it that commission will
be collected on the surplus which will be
distributed to other creditors, Perhaps
that is only ta business proposal. but
most farmers would like to know what
will be the amount of the commission. I
think it would be advisable if a scale in
that direction were fixed. I will not take
lip the time of the House any further he-
cause the matters to which I have re-
ferred and others as well can be dealt
with in Committee.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson-Gnildford-in reply)
[5.10] I ap~preciate the manner in
which bon. members have approached
the consideration of this Bill, and I
appreciate to a very great extent the
statements made by the member for
Toodyay (Air. Piesse) in connection
with the administration of the affairs
of the board. There is no question
that the members of the board have
had a very trying time indeed, and they
have had more kicks than ha'pence from
those who ought to have assisted them.
More particularly does that apply to the
so-called leading newspaper of the State,
the West Australian, which went to the
extent of hampering the board by send-

ing a special commissioner to tile agri-
cultural districts to try and stir up diffi-
culties. Those difficulties and many others;
were stirred np, more, I think, for per-
sonal reasons, personal against myself, or
for party reasons against the Govern-
ment, and they did hamper the board to
a great extent. I can assure hon. memn-
bets that, on many occasions, the board
became absolutely disheartened because
of the little encouragement they were get-
ting from those who ought to have known
better. As I pointed out when I moved
the second reading of the Bill, the board
overcame the difficulties to the extent that
they got a much larger area under crop
than the State has ever had under crop
before. That in itself is sufficient to
justify the eulogy which has comne from
bon. members this afternoon. The mem-
ber for Toodyay appealed to the Govern-
ment not to take the full amount of the
arrears of land rents out of the surplus
of next year's harvest. That is impos-
sible, oven if we desired to do so. We
have no wish to hamper the settlers; we
simply want to see that the land rents are
paid, and those who are in arrears to the
Slate should carry the responsibility of
those arrears without transferring that
responsibility on to the general come-
munity. If the hon. member will look up
the principal Act he will see by the Third
Schedule that it is not until the sixth
distribution of the surplus that the ques-
tion of land rents receives any considera-
tion at all and then we can onl y Lake
from next year's crop one year of arrears
and not the total. It is true, as the mem-
her for Wiliams-Narrogia has pointed
out. that we get 6 per cent, on the ar-
rears, but the hon. member demonstrated
that he has not studied the finances of
the State very closely, because if we had
a surplus on revenue account there would
be some point in his criticism, but we
have a deficiency, and it is met from loan
funds and the interest on the loan funds
has to be paid by the general community.
That deficiency has been caused, to a
great extent, by arrears of land mants.

'Mr. Willmott: You have already got
more in land rents than you expected to
get.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
When I introduced the Bill making pro-
vision for laud rents I made tip my mind
to get in the arrears. It is true that the
executive of the Farmers and Settlers'
Association endeavoured to prevent the
farmers signing forms, and that did de-
lay matters. If those gentlemen had not
taken that course. we would have had less
difficulty in regard to collecting the rents,
and we might have got more in. But the
arrears are comning in and, if the farmers
do not pay the arrears of rents, their
lands will undoubtedly be forfeited. Only
to-clay J had a conference with the officers
telling them to put up the names of those
who had not paid their rents and I wvould
proceed immediately to forfeit theirthold-
iigs. Hon. members will see the abso-
lute injustice of the position. A man
very often goes to the bank and he pays
8 per cent, for his money. The man who
comes under the Industries Assistance
Board pays 6 per cent, and the man who
signs his form and gets the money ad-
vanced from the board ins been paying

Spercn -Th i, .. t te uan who has
been listening to the executive of the
Farmers and Settlers has been trying
to dodge the payment of that 6 per
cent, by not signing the form. I am
going to move when the Bill is in
Committee that the payment of in-
terest shall start from the time the
Act was passed, so that those p~eople shall
pay tine same interest as the man wvlo
takes the straightforward course of pay-
ing through the Assistance Board when
first appeailed to. I have a great deal of
sympathy for the farmer and I know his
value to the State. I know also that the
future of the State depends upon the suc-
cessful development of our agricultural
districts, hut at the same time bon. mem-
bers must realise that the State can-
not go on perpetually spoon-feed-
ing the farners. The member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston)
gets on my nerves sometimes with his
appeals for the farmers.

.',r. E. B. Johnston: And you get on
mine occasionally.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He
seems to think the State should go on

perp~etually spoon-feeding the farmer,
that the farmer ought to get a wagon,
that he ought to he supplied with a train,
and get a machine just whenever be wants
it.

Mr. Thomson: You make them pay
for it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
the member for Williams,-Narrogin ob-
jects when the farmer is asked to pay. I
have travelled through the country just
as much as any other member, yet I do
not find the farmer always crying oat
for Government assistance. It is only in
this Chamber that we have member after
member making special appeals for the
farmer. The lion. member apparently
thinks that because he makes a special
appeal for the farmer hie will get some
special consideration from the farmer
when hie appeals to him at election time.
Hon. members should get away from
these small issues, and realis that we
have to pull together to develop the in-
dlustry, but that it must be developed on
sound financial lines, that we cannot go
on giving to any one section of the com-
munity a special consideration to which
it is not justly entitled. However, I am
p~roud to repeat that the farmer does not
expect all spoon-feeding.

Mr. Harrison: In respect to those who
did pay their land rent, does not Clause
S still stand?

The 'IIUNISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
that is retrospective. I have p~ledged my
word on that. The next question raised
by thne lion. member was in regard to the
supply of wagons. Under the Bill, we
have power to supply wagons and machi-
nery. There has been no question raised
as to the power of the Government to ad-
vance for wagons or drays or spring
carts.

Mr. Hickmott: You have done so.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,

we have, but what the member for South
Fremantle (.1r. Bolton) is appealing for
is that wagons should be placed on a
different footing from oilier machinery.
We made an arrangement with the Cham-
ber of Commerce and agreed that we
would advaace the first instalment on
machinery. Hundreds of harvesters are
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being bought on the guarantee of the
Industries Assistance Board to pay the
first instalment.

Mr. Bolton: l eondng a bill of sale for
tile merchant.

The MiNISTER 1 FOR LANDS: And
hundreds of reapers and hinders and
~Iloug-lis a lso are being bought in the same
way. All that the Industries Assistance
Hoard is doing is to guarantee thle first
payment. We aire prepared to do in
respect to wagons what we have done in
regard to othier machinery. .I am not
going, to argute about the bill of sale.
What we do in regard to the puirchase
of harvesters, we are preipared to do in
respect to a wagon; n)othIjnsr more and
nothlung less.

MrNh. Bolton : Andl guarantee the hilt, of
sale?

The MINISTER FO.R lANDS : I
will give the same conditions as the
other people get.

. Thomson: Whbat ate they?
The MINISTER FOR lLNDS: I do

not know, but they are all on thle same
footing. The lion, mnember silid that ini a
number of' cases when a waigon is bought
it ig paid for from one year's harvest.
That would apply to the harvester or to
tile reaper and binder.

'.Nr. Bolton : I dlidt not sat'y any such
tlhin-~.[U said it would he paid for In one
.year's Carting.

'rThe 171INIS'rER1 FOR LANDlR Yes,
tit tine yr2:Lr S Car11ting otf the p~rodue
of nest: harvest would pay for the wagon.
We may say, that the itroeeeds of the
next veairs harvest will pa.y for the har-
vestejr. Suppose we wvent on like that,
inil all had a iirefereiwre claim, there
would be nothing- left of the crop. Whly
does thle farmer pay for his hiarvester,
his reaper and binder and his horses on
time payment? Simply because he knows
list the machine will not be worked out

or rendered useless after thle first year's
orop, but will serve for quite a number
of crop;, and consequently lie spreads
his payment over :I period.

Mr. Thomson: I do not. think the argu-
ment applies.

The MINISTER FORi LANDS : It
does, exactly. However, I am not going-
to allow [lie board to pay cash for wagons
to the extent of. £60 or £70, when we are
not paying in like proportion for liar-
vesters or reapers and binders, or other
machinery niecessa ry to get in next year's
Crop.

Mr. Bolton : Y'ou were not asked to

The MINISTRIl11 FOR LANDS : I
hanve told tile lion. mnember that hie will
he put: oni the same basis is others,
neither more nor, less.

Mr I. Bolton:- You are a good dodger.

The MI1NISTER FOB LAN.DS : If
tile lion. rnemiher becomies offensive I can
retaliate. This is not in the best taste,
coming front the lion, member, seeing
that bie knows that nobody has a desire
to do an injustice to the firm whose case
lie has advocated. That firm will be put
on [lie same basis as all others. We are
already advancing for wagons, and there
is no singling out of lpartieular firms or
makers of harvesters or other implements
I wish to emphiasise tile point that the
hoard is not advancing money for every
noarhitie the farmer asks for. For in-
stance, if afarmer having only 25 acres
asks for a reaper and hinder, he does not
get it. Numbers o~f them require wagons,
and coinsequently instructions have lieca
given and] a definite arrangemient made
as, toP the area itide cirCoI) n ecessa l~y be-
fore a farmner can get, a reaper and
binder. necessary before lie can get a
harvester, and necessary before lie can
get a wagon. The lion. miember coin-
plaineil that the hoard had consulted the
Agriiultulral Banik. W\e would be in a1
awve position if we dlid not (10 this. We
dto it in ever ,y case in regard to mlachi-
ncr; . 'We have to find out how much
the Agrictiltural Bank has advanced to
the fn ner for nicliiner 'v p~revious to his
applying- to the TIdustries Assistance
Board. r' lieo has niachilnery from the
Agricultnlral Bank, lie is not likely to get
it from the board. and very often, even
though he has not had assistance from
the Agricultoral Bank, if his area uinder
crop is not sufficientlyv large, he will not
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-get assistance from the Industries Assist-
ance Board. Again, even though he has
a sufficiently large area under crop, if
his financial position is such that he can-
not carry an extra burden, the hoard wvill
not do business with him. The wvhole
thing must be run on sound business lines.
Moreover, in regard to advances for
wagons and other requisites applied for
by the farmer, if we make all these ad-
vances, where is the use of the third
schedule? It simply means that the ad-
vances will eat up all the surplus, and
the arrears of liabilities due to outside
merchants will have to stand aside. If
one buys a wagon this year, one has £68
or £70 less to distribute to the creditors,
who have been waiting two or three
years, and one is taking the risk of dis-
tribution as outlined in the third sche-
dule. We have that responsibility to the
merchants, and we consider it when de-
ciding whether or not an advance shall
be made for machinery. No doubt ques-
tions will be asked in Committee. I will
he 0nly to n s tl-,, an=.er tb~u,. 1ii

regard to insurance, I find there is no
justification for the report that arrange-
ments had been made for the under-
writers to start insuring farmers' crops
from the 1st October. I had previously
made arrangements with the Chamber o f
Commerce and the insurance companies
that the farmer should be allowed to use
his own discretion up to a given date.

Mr. Harrison: Provided the Govern-
ment are secured.

The AiINISTER FOR LANDS: If
he is not insured by the 15th October the
Government will step in and insure, so
as to protect their interests.

Mr. Harr ison :Would you insure all
the crop from the 15th October?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : It
does not follow. We are giving every
farmer till the 15th October to decide
whether he is going to do it himself. If
he does not do so, then we will start in-
suring as we think best, according to
climatic and other conditions.

Mr, Harrison: There is his growing
crop, and there is another risk in the
stack. Different periods will be required.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Industries Assistance Hoard will not in-
sure for one day longer than is neces-
sary. The farmers will be allowed to
use their own discretion till the 151h
October. After that we must protect our
own interests. No forcing is being done
by the board. The farmers can do as
they like until the 15th October.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And they must
notify you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
insurance companies will notify us.

Question put and p~assed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL - MINES REGULATION
* ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [5.57]:
That the Bill contains debatable matter is
unquestionable, and the Minister is to be
cumiiuitiled on the spirit of equity that
characterised his remarks in moving the
second rending. The Bill brings back to
my mind days of long ago, when I occu-
picd the position now held by the Min-
ister. In those days I desired-as no
doubt the Minister to-day desires-to im-
partiall ,y hold the balance between the
workers in the mines and the mine own-
as. The Bill cannot be said to affect any
question of general policy, and therefore
it mar be dealt with on non-party lines.
Hon. members on this side will agree with
the manner in which I am prepared to
deal with it. Still I trust that as I lprO-
pose to deal with it on non-party lines,

Imay, be credited with having given the
matter thorough consideration and studied
it from aill aspmects. [ propose to deal
with it free from any prejudice and to
express my well-matured and considered
opinion on the subject. The Bill deals
really wvith only one important question,
namely, the appointment of additional
inslpectors classed as workmen's inspec-
tors. The whole measure hinges on that.
To the appointment of special inspectors
to deal with particularly technical matters
in regard to mining, there can be no valid
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objection, and I am certain it is not a
debatable matter. Six sections of the prin-
cilia[ Act are to be repealed and others
substituted for them. The majority of
these are merely a repetition of the re-
pealed clauses with, in some cases, slight
alterations. The main question to con-
sider, therefore, is purely the appoint-
inent of workmen's inspectors. I can
,quite appreciate the fact that mine-own-
ers and managers might be very naturally
jealous of the control of their property
being interfered with. Hon. members wvill
admit that this is only a natural course
for them to pursue. but at the same time
we have to hear in mind that the whole
control of mining is directed tinder the
Act and regulations. Mining is controlled
from top to bottom, from the surface to
I le deepest level, b ' the Act and regu-
lations, so it can not he said that this is
an industry which has never been subject
to legislative control. It is not like indus-
tries, such as many of us are engaged in,
farming and grazine, but is an entirely
different industry and one which differs
from nearly all other forms of employ-
ment. In connection with the work of
the men in the mines, one has to app~roaclh
thme subject with a judicial mind. In
this particular industry men are subject
to greater dangeOrs and risks than those
engaged in any other form of industr ,y.
From the exp~erience of goidmining I have
gatherer] in this country, and after hav-
ing travelled as I did through and through
so many mines in Western Australia, I
cannot help hth feel now, even though
many days have since passed, some sym-
pathy for those who spend their lives deep
in the earth working as miners. Pro-
bably there is some fascination about thme
employment. Otherwvise I do not think
anyone would engage in it. This work
is not like that of the farmer who, day
after day, has the heavens above him
and the green fields around him, and as
he sits on his plough or other implement,
his animals in front of him and the birds
of the air and su n above him to cheer
him in the work in which he is enaged.
In the mining industry, a man is shnt
out from the world and has only his
fellow men beside him and, above all is

this consideration, that lie is there subject
to risks to which other employees are not
liable. Therefore, in my opinion, his
wishes and desires should receive some
consideration at the hands of all those
who want to see justice meted out to this
sec-tion of the community. Thle Minister
has informed the House that the appoint-
mnent of workmen's inspectors exists in
one form or another in all legislation
dealing with mining. I should have liked
the 'Minister to be more exp)licit on this
point. .1 have not gone forth to seek
information from any one with regard
to this question. I simply desire to judge
it from the knowledge ] have been able to
acquire throu ' h long application of at-
t ention lo matters such as this. I have
not, app~roached any one purposely to seek
advice, preferring to deal with it as the
Minister has done fromi ones own know-
ledge and judgment. I have no doubit
that whlen, the Minister replies to the de-
hate, hie will be able to give, as I requcst
him to do, more ex plicit information on
this point. I have heard it said during
the course of the debate that, although
thme Minister informed Ihe House this
p~rovision existed, it (lid not apply to
gold-ruaining in any other part of the
world. Before wve deal finally with the
measure. I should like thle Mnmister to
put ( lie House right on this question. The
Minister stated that the Royal Commis-
sion approinted in 1004 reported in' favour
of workmen's inspectors. This was a very
strong argument in support of the Min-
ister's case. The Royal Commission was
appointed by the ex-Minister for Mines,
Mr. Gregory, to inquire into the question
of the ventilation and sanitation in mnines.

The M1inister for Nines: No. by Mlr
Bastic.

Hlon. H. B. LEFROY: The Commis-
sion was signed by alr. Gregor~y.

The Minister for Mines: That is right.
the report was made in M.r. Hastie's
time.

Hon. H. B. LEFiROY: The Commnis-
sion was appointed by Mr. Gregory. The
Liberal Government did not go out -,f
ollice until August, 1004. 1 was in Eanr-
land at the time, and T know this Corn
mission was appointed in April, 1004, and
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was signed by M,%r. Gregory. The Com-
mission consisted of Mr. Montgomery,
Chief Mlining Engiaeer, Dr. Black, Comn-
inissioner of Health, M-r. Hewitson, a
mine manager with whom I have had
long acquaintance and whom I regard as
a representative mine manager, Dr. Jack,
Air. Mann, the Government Analyst, Mlr.
Reid, and 31r. Carr, who represented the,
Mine Workers' Association. If ihe ob-
ject in appointing the Commission is to
be achieved, their report, made after
taking evidence throughout the length and
breadth of the country, should be well
considered by this -House. The Commis-
sion reported in favour of the principle
of these appointments, and there was no
minority report. I wvish to be perfectly
fair and will quote the report-

hi view of the importance of venti-
lation and good sanitary conditions in
aind about mines to the health of the
in employed, it seems to us reason-
able that they sziouid have facinitnes cur
inspecction and report in metalliferous
mines in the same way as they have
in the collieries.
Thie Minister for Mines: That mneans

the collieries here.
Roii. H. B. LEFROY: I do not know

whet her they meant here or elsewhere.
The Minister for Mines: Everywhere,

I think:. it has been the universal prac-
tice.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T take it that
they mneant it obtained in collieries9 all
over the wvorld. Thu report continued-

To make the check inspectors' office
ot the nmost valure, they should be per-
tnanientlv engaged in the larger centres,
rnd not merely employees of the mine
told off to go round from time to there,
though this might be necessary in
-smaller places. 'We are of opinion
that they should be appointed and re-
moved by the recognised associations of
miners of each district subject to ap-
proval by the Minister for Mines-

Aird this is an important point not pro-
vided for in the Bill before us--

who should, however, possess full power
to dismiss them if he thinks fit, and
they should be paid by the associations
with the aid of a subsidy from the State

mid they should report through the in-
spectors of mines.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.mn.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Before tea I
read to the House a report of the Royal
Commission appointed by the Liberal
Government in 1004 with regard to
the important questions embodied in the
Bill. if roy judgment has to some ex-
tent been influenced by a perusal of this
report I do not think that any exception
can he taken to the fact, when one comes
to consider that thie report was made by a
body of men under a Liberal regime, and
appointed by a Government representa-
tire of the policy of the Liberal party,
a policty as it exists in Western Australia
arid with which I must be recognised as
being fuLlly imbued. If, therefore, I have
taken into consideration this report I

. u ro tlhnt no hon. member in this
House canl take exception to my having
done so, The State mining engineer, the
NI mister stated, has also consistently sup-
ported the appointments as laid down
in the present Bill. This, I believe, is
correct, in my opinion there is no one
more competent to judge of a matter of
this description than the gentleman who
is appointed to such a high position. If
we are to have people appointed and oc-
cupying these p)ositionis for the guidance
of different Governments I think wve
would do well at any rate to weigh care-
fully the opinions which may be given by
hose officers. We should see that the

person appointed is thoroughly efficient
and competent in every way. We should
endeavour to see further that as far as
possible hie is fair minded, free from bias,
and, above all things, free from any out-
side influence. If these qualifications can
be relied upon I see no reason to believe
that such an ap-pointmnent can work for
anything else but good. I observe that
whilst Section 5 of the principal Act is
repealed, a very important point has
been left out with regard to workmen's
inspectors. District inspectors have to
pass ant examination. but tinder this Act
no examination is required for workmen's
inspectors. In mny opinion, in order to

901



902 [ASSEMBLY.] f

get thoroughi competence in t hose wvlo
maly collic under the opetations eoniducted
by thle person appointed as5 is proposed
nttilcr this Act, it is necessary that hie
shouldllie perfectly efficient. For that
reason lie should undergo an examination.
it is not sufficient to say that lie has had
five years' experience in mining. There
are many mn who have had more than
five years' experience and] who perhaps
have spent a life time in mining, hut wrho
wvould still be incompetent to fill a posi-
tion such as this. I am quite sure that
lion. members, even on the opposite side
of Ithe House, would agree wvith me in this.
.1 fully realise the fact that the associa-
tion of mine workers wvould endeavour to
see that thle mail appointed to such a
position was efficient. It is to their in-
terests that lie should be efficient, and 1
have sufficient faith in that fine body
of men to believe that they would en-
dleavour to see that the man appointed
was efficient to fill that position. To give
thorough confidence to all those who are
engaged in mining-the workmen them-
selves as well as the [nine manage-
ment-I think that thle inspector should
undergo some class of examination, to
be arranged tirader the regulations
by the Minister for Mines in the same
way as is arranged for lie ordinary' in-
spector of mnines. At the same time I
consider, as tile Royal Commission re-
commllended, that this should be laid
down. There should be no doubt about
the matter. The Minister himself, who
must be all supreme in mining matters,
should have I le full right of dismissal.
If the Act and regulations are to be pro-
perly carried out in Western Australia
the 'Minister for 3Nines must be beyond
all inlnences. I do not care what that
influnence is, whether it is the influence of
the workers or of tile mine managers
themselves. The Minister is there in the
mos! imlportant position, I think, that
any Minister occupies in Western Acts-
tralia, and I feel sure that lie has those
around him who can sufficiently advise
htimt wvithiout it being necessaryv for him
to go outside to get the information he
requires. If it is necessary that this in-
spector should have five years' experience

in piactical mining as provided, that ex-
perience should be obtained-we will not
S:\v immediately prior to the appointment
b~ecause tha t would] ica, lie would have
to be taken straight out of the mine-
within a reasonable time of his appoint-
mnent. I think lion. members will agree
with me that, because a man has had ex-
p~erience some years back, it is no reason
wity we should infer from that that his
experience would carry him through so
ais to efnIble him to fill such a position,
particularly in an industry like that of
mining where the conditions change so
rapidly and where uinder the new scienti-
fic treatment and improved methods of
operations the work in connection with
mines has become so entirely different.
It would be an improvement if some pro-
vision was made in the Act so that prac-
tical experience could he obtained within
suffict, time prior to the man's appoint-
ment so as to assure all parties that this
practical experience would be good. it
may be argued that the workers them-
selves, who have the right to recommend
tis appointment, should be sufficiently
able to judge of a matter of this sort. I
say that if full confidence has to be given
in tile man occupying a position of this
nature it is well that there should be no
stone left unturned to ensure the giving
of flint confidence. I am in favour of
the priniciple embodied in the Bill. At
lie aine time, it must be considered by

some to be opten to misuse. All positions
are open to misuse. Even our police
force is op~en to misuse.

,filie Mfinister for Nines: Look at the
powvers they have.

Hun. It. R. IL&PROY: The very posi-
tion of' a military' man is openi to mis-
use, arid we frequently' see it and liea~r of
it. I ann not one of those who wvill en-
deavour to drag a red herring such as
this across the p)athi of my consideration
in connection with such anl important
matter. If the principles of the Bill be-
come law it must lie left to the fair-
nimidedness of the men to swe that the
most capable individual is recommended
an1 mnade free from outside influence,
that lie is placed there and left alone, and
that n one tries to influence him in the
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work lie has to carry out, If this is done,
and [ believe that a large majority of
lion. mnembers will strive to arrive at
this, then the Bill as proposed should not
only meet with thie respect of tile comn-
mnity but elicit thle confidence of emi-
idosyer and employee alike. I suppose it
is no use wishing for the millenium, still
[ look forward to that period wvhen the
sense of manl will have brought about a
better relationship bietwveen employee
and emplloyer. This question of appoint-
mnent, or rather thle objections to this ap-
pointment, of wvorknien insIpectors, comes
within that category. The objections are
grenerally raised because hie is a workman
inispector. In my opinion in an all-im-
portant industry such as this, it is well
to give to thle workman some power or
appointment such as we hove embodied
in this Bill. At the same time, [ trust
that tile departure will tend towvards
goi. whbile I am oil iiis pint, Ishould
like to remind lion, members of a fable
written iby Aesop, almost 2,000 years
ago, in wvhich he said the Members re-
belied against the Belly. They said, "We
have to do all the work whilst you live
in luxur~y and comfort." They rebel led,
and said, "We are not going to have any
more of this; we are going to do no more
work to enable you to live- in luxury and
comfort." They' refused] to do more, and
what was the result? They began to
dwindle away and became wveak, and in
tile end they found that they wvere in a
wvorse condition. I think that may be
taken as an alegory of thle present posi-
tion in this matter we are now discussing.
The Mlembers are tlhe workers, and the
capitalists are the Belly. The one cannot
possibly get onl without the other, one is
absolutety' necessary to t lie other.
If the Members refuse to do the
work the Belly will not support
them. I should like to see the time when
capital and labour will be able to look
upon this question in that light, and r.
hiope the sense of man will some day
bring about suchl an ideal as I have set
out. Meanwhile I am prepared to sup-
port the pirincile embodied in the Bill
in the firm hope that if thle appointment
be made, if this Bill becomes law. with

such provisions as may be c~onsidered
necessary to make the Hill safer and
more accepitable, it wvill work not only in
the interests of the workers themselves-
that flue body of men we have working in
the mines of this State-hut also for the
benefit of those who manage those mines.
I cannot help) having some sympathy for
this measure, for I have many friends,
and I thlink some admirers, amongst the
managers in Western Australia and also
among thle workers onl the goldfields.
During the time L lived amongst them,
which was for some years, I am pleased
to he abile to think, from what I have
heard, that if I did not entirely wvin their
confidence, I at least earned their respect,
even from strangers.

Mr. Green: Many of them speak well
of you to-day.

I-on. H. B. LEFROY: [ wish to com-
pliment (ihe Mfinister onl the wvay in which
hie denit wiih iiilaDill. I apprccian-c~
fact that lie has endeavoured to keel)
t hose controversial mat ters wvhmich 'vere in
(lie Bill initrodiued last Y-ea r out of the
one flow before Parliameni. T trust, if
this measure becomes lawv, that it wvill
work not ol'y for tile general good of
the workers hint also in the general inter-
est of tile great mining industry which
has done so much to uplift Western Auis-
tralia from that positioni of insignificance
whiich she occu pied before the advent of
the g~oldfields; anid that it will at the same
time in no way retard the wvorcing of the
mines, or harass the management in the
great and important work they have to
do. I trust that the first body of men
who will hav-e this atppoint ment at their
disposal will see that the very best men
are selected .

Mr. MIJLLANY (Mleuzies) [7.53]: In
rising to support thle second reading oif
this Bill I wish to express at the outset
the pleasture I have felt in listening to
thie address of the lion. member wvlo has
ust i-esu med hiis seat. ri is in deed a

pleasure to find that wre have at least one
juan in this Assembl y who, in dealing
with a measure such as this, canl entirely'
lay aside party feeling and discuss thle
measure upon its merits alone. T took
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much pleasure in listening to the lion.
member's address and I cannot but ex-
press this sentiment, that it would be
much better for this Assembly if more
members adopted this style. This mnea-
sure is undoubtedly one in respect of
which party feeling should not be allowed
to enter in any shape or form. It1 is a
measure broughft forwvard with the object
(of doing something to better the position,
of the workers in time mines of this State.
As lion. members know, it has been
brought forward on several occasions
previously. In keeping w~ith the promise
given at the beginning of this session,
that no controversial measures would be
introduced, the Government have decided
Jo reduce the comprehensive Mines Regu-
lation Bill of two years ago down to
practicall 'y a one-clause Bill. I trust that
during the paissage of this measure
t-hrough both Houses it will lie treated in
thle fair and( impartial way in whichi the
deputy leader of the Opposition bas dealt
with it o-it.I cannot but contrast
the attituade of that gentleman with that
taken up by the leader of the Opposition
in his address upon the second reading-
(of this Bill. Tt is striking indeed. On
the first and only occasion during this
Ssssion, thnt gentleman mnade one of his
(lnaracteristic and bitter speeches.

Member: No.
Mr. MULLANY : I am making the

statemuent, not you. T have here a cir-
cular sent out by the Chamber of Mines
to each member of both Houses of Par-
liament, in my opinion it is clear that
the leader of time Opposition had an ad-
vance copy of that circular. He adopted
a party spirit, and if any member will
rend his speech in Hansard and compare
it with the utterance we have heard just
now from the member for Moore (Hon.
HE. B. Lefroy), such member cannot fail
to notice the difference. I intend to have

little to say inrgard to this circular.
knowing as I do that many members of
both Houses attach a great deal of irs-
portance to the opinions of members of
the Chamber of Mines.

Mr. Male: Rightly so. too.
Mr. MT)L.LANY: You are entitled to

get your information from whatever

source you choose; others are entitled to
do the same. This circular, amongst
other things, says that the goldfields
members of this House do not relpresent
(hie industry as a whole, hat only the
employees, and in fact not all the em-
ployees, but only those belonging to
Labour unions. I say that members re-
presenting goldields constituencies in the
Atssembilly have a greater claim to repre-
sent the gold-mining industry generally
than the members of the Chamber of
liines have to say they represent the
mnine owners of this State, The Chamn-
ber of Mlines, after all, represents only
a comparatively small number of the
wine owners of this State. They repre-
sent only a few, a ",cry few, of the
largest cmaisoperating here, and I
think it is distinctly unfair, and abso-
lute misrepresentat ion for that body
to send omit a circuilar making statements,
such as this-that we represent only
members of the unions in the constitu-
ency' represented. Four years ago,' on
the occasion of the general election, over
1,500 votes were east in my district. At
that timep there were fewer than 300
nmembiers of the union in my constitu-
ency' . Over 1.000 persons in that consti-
tuencyv voted for me. A somewhat simi-
lar state of affairs exists in other
golditel centres, where business people,
mine owners and many others, as well as9
the mnembers of the union, support the
Labour party, thie assertions in the cir-
eular of the Chamber of Mines notwith-
standing. They go on to sa 'y the :y con-
demin the principle of workmen inspec-
tors and advise members to move in the
direction of securing amendments to this
Bill, to provide a board such as exists
under thle New South Wales Act. I
would advise members who have been
supplied with this circular to look at the
clause in the New South Wales At-it
is printed in the circular-and I would
also point out that it is not necessary for
the Chamber of Mlines to go to New
South Wales to find such a board. We
have an exactly similar board provided
for in our present Mines Regulation Act.
We know it is there, and we have con-
tended for many years that that section,

v04



[16 SEPTEMBER, 1915.]95

No. 16, of our present Mines Regulation
Act is utterly unworkable. And so un-
doubtedly is this proposed clause which
the Chamber of Mines have taken from
the New South Wales Act. Our own
Act provides that
sons employed in
own cost, once in
if they think fit,
number, or anyI
miners not being
inspect the mine.
fully into the Act

the majority of per-
a mine may, at their

every month or oftener
appoint two of their

two practical working
mining engineers, to

1 do not intend to go
in this respect, but I

will ask hon. members just to consider
the difficulties whIich must arise Ln en-
deavouring to p.ut that provision into op-
eration. Let us take one of the largc
[nines on the Golden Mile, the Persever-
ance, the Golden Horseshoe, or the Great
Boulder. In each of those mines there is
anything from 15 to 20 miles of working
faces and passages underground. That
mileage is to be found in each of the

there are mines with over 20 miles of
drives; and there are working faces over
those drives, apart from shafts, air-ways,
and so forlh. The clause which we are
asked to adopt from New South Wales
legislation say' s that if all-y iiine or part
thereof is considered unsafe by the per-
sons working therein, those persons may
at their own cost app1 oint competent per-
sons to make an examination. The New
South Wales section is on the same lines
as our corresponding section in the ex-
isting Act. I want hon. members to re-
flect for a moment how they would! set
about putting into operation such a pro-
vision in a mine with from 15 to 20 lniles
of underground workings? If a man
working in one of those- mines con-
sidered the part where lie was engaged
unsafe, what would he have to do?
Our existing Act says that the ma-
jority of persons employed in the
mine may appoint two workers to
inspect. This in itself implies that
there must he some machinery to bring
the section into operation. I might hap-
pen to be working underground in a big
mine and consider the place where I am
asked to work unsafe. In the first place,
then, I should have to get a majority of

my fellow employees to agree to appoint
twvo persons to inspect. A ballot of some
sort would have to take place for the
purpose of deciding whether inspection
is necessary or not. After that we would
come to the appointment of the two in-
spectors; and another ballot of some sort
would be needed in that connection.
Would not these be insurmountable ob-
stacles in the way of even a man who
really wanted an inspection made? That
is how the existing section is undonbt-
edly unworkable. It requires that in a
mine employing 400 or 600 men, every
one of those men shall be consulted. A
man might work in one of these mines for
years without ever seeing more than a
tenth part of it. The man goes down the
shaft, and proceeds to wvhere he knows
he has to work; and that is all he sees
of the mine. He has no idea of its con-
dition except in that small part where he
himself happens to be employed. As the

desire to do away with all that is cumber-
some and provide a workable section, one
which can be put into operation. We
believe that no body of men are so well
qualified to look after their interests as
are the miners themselves. Members
know that there are ample precautions
to ensure that suitable persons would be
appointed as workmen's inspectors, at-
though our friends of the Chamber of
Mines proceed to say-

It is well known that most of the
workers' unions are governed not by
the majority of sober-minded, level-
headed workmen, but by the aggressive
majority.

If this circular is a sample of the de-
liberations of the Chamber of Mfines, I
certainly consider the miners' unions on
the goldfields quite as well qualified to
carry on their business, and quite as able
to put temperate and level-headed men
at the head of affairs, as the mine-owners
of this State, who allow such a circular
to be issued, reeking as it does with mis-
representations and falsehoods. The
circular also states-

Our present district inspectors are
highly qualified men, to whom the
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tuanogers are willing at all times to
defer; but if the Mlining Bill becomes
law these highly, qualified men will for
all practical purposes bie placed under
thle control of the labour unions.

I. ask lion. members to carefully study
the provisions of the Bill in the lig-ht of
that assertion. Can they find anything
in the Bill which will bring the work-
men's inspectors under the control of the
unions anyv niore twn ilie (listriri in-
spectors are to-dayv? No such intention
is expressed in thle Bill, and Tno fail--
minded man could possibly read that in-
tention into it, Personally, I have a
very' high opinion; of the majority of
inspectors of mines, in this Slate. They
are doing their duty as well as uany body
of men could possibly be expected to do
it. But their districts are too large. The.
inspectors cannot possibly go aon
their districts and maintain that direct
and close supervision which is necessary.
In reply to that, Ave aire mel by the state-
ruent that the Government should appoint
more direct Government inspectors. It
would, however, be impossible under
present conditions to ap point enough in.
spertors to provide the supervision which
we consider is required. The member for
Perth (Hon. .1. 0. Connolly) said that
it would lbe absurd to appoint men from
thle unions to look after the members of
thle unions. I venture to disagree with
thle hion. memiber. I say that the miners
can be depended upon to fi~oint men
competent for the work, and that it
would be to the interest of thle work-

len's insipectors to keep) a check upon
the carelessness which ma 'y exist among
union aimibers, as well as to keel) a
cheek upon the operations of the mnine
owners. I know qunite well,' as does any
practical underground mining man, that
there is a tendency on the part of miners
to become careless to a certain extent,
that familiarity' breeds contempt. There
canl be no more effective cheek on such
carelessness than the knowledge that
there is A man appointed by the miners
themnselves to keep a close, direct, per-
sonal watch. J trust members will give
this Bill earnest consideration. Tf theyv

arc satisfied that the measure is neces-

sary, that it will act beneficially in con-
serving thme lives (if thme miners, of Wecst-

cern Australia. then I would ask iliumn to,
use in La tour of thme measure any inl-
ence wich thcy may have with members
of aimotinor Chamber. The Chanber of
31 ines circular. .l maintain, is fleliber-
atei' designed to influence mnembers of
another Chiamnber. At the very outset,
the circlar asserts tim.; thle unions are
desirous. oV obtaining- complete vontrol

of thle mining- industry. that to let thle
unions hanve their own wayv would lie tile
means of closing down mines in this
State. No statement, i believe, would
be more calcuilated than this one t) Set;
against thme Bill certain mnembers who
barie not hiad much to do with mining
op erations or industrial unions. The
guentlemen who signed (lhe circuiar are
men who themselves rarely if ever go
underground. While they are managers
of tine great miines on the Golden Mile,
not many of them are practical tinder-
ground men. Indeed,. many have never
had undergr-ound experience. Their posi-
tion is more that of business mnanagers.
1 daresay they do not go underground
once a month onl the average. They de-
rive their ideas from their sub-munuagers,
I sulppose; from the men who are second
in command. The circular states that the
mine owners hav 'e no representation in the
Legislative Assembly and almost none in
the Legislative Council. and that there-
fore this means is adopted of putting
forward their views. I appeal to hon.
members to drop party feeling entirely
in this matter. Seeing there are 14 or 15
mnemlbers here rejpresenting gold mining
constituencies,' it is reasonable to assume
that there aire also three or four mem-
hers in thle Legislative. Coneil represent-
ing gold mnining constituencies. Every
mining member here has been sent to this
Chamber in order to secure, if we can,
such legislation as this. Is it entirely
fair that so large a section of the corn-
niunity' as the mining members represent
Should Senda its repiresent atives for a cer-
tain p~urpose, and that party feeling
should debar the passage of the legishi-
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tion desired ? 1 trust the Bill will go
through (his Chambier and that it will
receive in another place moire cons;idera-
tion titan it has been the fate of Mlines
Reglation Bills to he aiccorded during
the paist few years;.

Alr- GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [S.14] :I
rise with pleasure to supiport this Bill.
In commnon with ether goldflelds mnei-
bets, I have spent a good deal of this
session in helping forwvard legislation to
benefit induistries altogether apart from
mining; to help, for example. the great
agricultural industr 'vto assist that in-
slustry in its hour of trial, when tile
fadiure of the crops had resulted in a
worse position tihan thle farmers, of West-
ern Australia had ever known before. The
goldfields mnembers are prepiared to) act
in the future as they have acted in the
past. We recongise that the industries of
this State are ito a great extent inter-

annonan+. nnd w nrc- prepanred to hold
out I he helping hand. Now for the first
time in this session inembers represent-
ing mining vonstituencies are coining for-
ward to ask, not that mnaterial help should
he granted to their industry , but that

the men who work underground, deprived]
of God's sunlight, should at least have
a chance for life. That, sgurely. is not
much to ask. The tendencyv of modern
legislton all over the world Jis been
strongly towards humanitarianism; and
surelyN the workers underground, who are
to het credited with the great wealth dug
out of the 'Western Australian earth, and
who harve contributed so materially to-
wards the miagnificent 1progress of this
State, are entitled to the sympathetic
cons-ideration of this House. The opposi-
tion to the measure in this Chamber has
not been very' great Onl this Occasion. 'rite
Minister for Mines has brought forward
a nieasure wvhich is beyond the realms of
controversy. The little objections which
have, been raised have come from the
leader of the Oppkosition, whose one ob-
ject ion to the Bill seemed to be that it
would harass the mine owners. We have
received a circular from the Chiamber of
Mines, and die member for MIensies (Mlr.
Mtusie) has been careful to prove that

the Chamber of 1.ines arro.g-ates to itself
agreat ilea! more pu'ver, and gives its-elf

the kudos of hav-ing nuith more represen-
ltive authority than that to which it is
Just Iv enlitled. Even that Chamber, in the
circular which it has distributed, does not
make' out that tbe Bill is -rOing~ to harass
thle mine owners; it tins 110i even at-
tempted to show that the measure is going
to affect the earnings of the mining in-
dustry, We know that in thle past there
has always been great opposition to all
reform in the direction of bettering the
industrial conditions of the workers, and
the try at aill times has been that anl at-
tempt in such a direction would end in
the indtiry concerned fadling to pay.
Fortunately, on this occasion, that cry
has not been raised. Even the cost of
workmen's inspectors has not been re-
ferred to. p~erlhaps because they know
that whatever expense is to he associated
with flhe anki)oitnets will he horne byv
the mniners themselves. All members have
received a copy of the Chamber of Mlines
circular, which states that the purpose of
tie Bill is to pirovide for the appointment;
of ivorkmen's inspedtors, anl it goes on
to point out that the mine owners have
no objection to offer to the principle of
workmen's inspectors. Further on it
states that the provision for the'appoint-
ment of these inspectors is part of the
mining Jaws of the majority of the Eng-
lish-spieaking countries. T thank the
Chamber of Mines for being so unequi-
vocal on that point. That is what we have
been tr ,ying to explain for years past in
this Chamber, and yet it has never been
admitted until now. While the Chamber
of Mlines admits that the principle is
good. they go on to explain in the cir-
cular that there is no reason why the ap-
pointments should be made in this
State. The member for Mfenzies has heen
at some pains to compare the clause
which they wish to see moved as ank
amendment in the place of the clause
submitted by the Government, and he has
also quoted Section 16 of the Act of
1006, which is very much better than the
clause the Chamber Of Mines are striv-
ing to have inserted. But what has been
the objection offered in this Chamber?
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The member for Perth (Hon. J. D. Con-
nolly) freely admits that he knows no
more hazardous occupation than that of
thle working miner. The member for Avon
(Mr. Harrison) the other evening quoted
figures to show that railway work was
considered a dangerous occupation, but
the number of deaths and accidents aris-
ing out of min ing very considerably out-
numbered those to which the lion. meml-
ber referred. The number of people
killed and injured in connection with the
ruining industry in the last few years
almost suggests to us that the mines are
like the shambles of a battlefield. The
battle in Europe may he over in the
course of a year or two, but on the gold-
fields we have a battle which is likely to
go on continually, or at any rate as long
as the mining industry lasts. It is there-
fore our bounden duty, as representa-
tives of the people of this country, to see
that as much care as possible is taken
to minimise the danger of the occupa-
tion. The member for Perth has stated
that iii thle varions mines of Victoria
there has been no cry -for check inspec.-
tons, and hie has pointed out that the
rate of the killed, which was quoted by
the M1inister when he introduced the Bill,
as being much higher in Western Aus-
tralia than in the other States of the
Commonwealth, was an unfair compari-
son to make, because the mines were
deeper in this State than they were in
Victoria. That argument has been dis-
proved by other members who have
spoken. If thle mines are deeper here
than they are in Victoria, is that not the
very h est of reasons for seeing that the
most careful supervision is exercised?
Another objection by the member for
Perth was that the workmen's inspectors
would not know that the positions were
dangerous. What I want to know is.
if a man working in a mine does not
know when a position is dangerous, how
is it possible for an inspector coming
from outside, and who has a great num-
ber of mines to go over, to determine
whether danger exists? How can that
inspector be as closely in tonch with the
working of the mine as the men who are
engaged in it from day to day? The

men who work in mines are able to tell
from instinct almost when danger is ap-
p)roaching. Without in any way desiring
to detract from the usefulness and hon-
esty of the present inspectors of mines,
we should recognise that the feeling exists
that the workmen engaged in a mine do
not care to report on as many occasions
as they might do, the existence of dan-
geroas ground. The reason is obvious.
A much better condition of affairs would
prevail if the miners were in the position
or! being, able to make reports to men
elected by their own organisations. The
leader of the Opposition has always been
:against an amendment being made to the
INiines Regulation Act. That is no doubt
due to the fact that it has been part of
the policy of the Opposition in this
Chamber in the past to oppose any
amendment to existing mining legislation.
The lion, member is consistent in that he
is following up the attitude that he has
adopted in the past. But reading be-
tween the lines, I am inclined to think
that the leader of the Opposition -was not
so keenly against the present measure as
lic was against former amending Bills.
No doubt the hon. member recognised
that something has been introduced at
the present 'time which cannot, by any
stretch of the imagination, be construed
into anything that will result in adding to
the working costs of the mining industry.
When we get a circular like the one which
we have r eceived from a rep reseatative
burly like the Chamber of Mines, it makes
us wonder whether a gentleman occupying
the position that Mr. Maughan does is
carrying out his duties with that careful-
ness and tact which be was wont to dis-
play.

lion. 5, D. Connolly: The circular is
not signed by him.

Mr. GREEN: The circular hears the
signatures of Richard, Hamilton, Presi-
dent of the Chamber of 'Mines, R, S.
Black, W. A. McLeod, R. B. Nicholson,
and J. W. Sutherland, all estimable gen-
tlemen.

MAfr. M~unsie: And not one of them ever
signed that circular.

Mr. GREEN: I can believe the hon.
member, but there must have been a cer-
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tain amount of unanimity amongst those
gentlemen on that occasion, and they
agreed that the circular should be signed
on the blind, as it were.

Mr. Al ale: They held a caucus meet-
in1g.

Mr. GREEN: I can take that as au-
thoritative, coming as it does from the
lion. member, than whom there is no more
diligent fighter in the cause of vested in-
terests. But where the interests of the
workers are concerned, they of course
have to go by the board. The circular of
the Chamber of Mines I consider is
grossly impertinent, and I can use no
umilder term. It was sent to every mem-
ber of tliit Chamber. One paragraph in
it reads, "The necessity for addressing by
letter every nmemb~er of Parliament with
regard to this Bill arises from the fact
that the mine owners of this State, and
it may be said the mining industry, have
no direct representatives in the Legi..in-
tire Assembly or the Legislative Coun-
cil." I ought to remind the authors of the
circular of what happened to the Miines
Regulation Amendment Bills which were
sent forward on several previous occa-
sions to the Upper Chamber, and I
would like to ask them whether the ment-
hers of the other place represented the
Chamber of Mines in their opposition to
those Bills, or whether they were acting
as free lances? In any case, they were
iretty, good henchmen of the Chamber of
Mines. The attitude of the Chamber of
Mlines certainly shows a lack of gratitude,
because we find here the leader of the
Opposition fighting in the interests of that
body, and we even find the member for
Perth rising in his place, no doubt con-
scientiously, and speaking against the
measure which is being submitted. Yet
wye tget a circular such as that to which 'I
have referred. ft is as much as to say,
"Von fellows dowvn there never do any-
thing for us; you are not the true menino."
Now they want a particular industry re-
presented. What is the matter with them,
1 would likce to ask? Perhaps they would
like uis to do away with the representa-
tion of men altogeiter. Why should men
he represented; why should not the
sheep industry in itself he represented?

Why should not the sugar trust have re-
presentatives in this Chamber? I think
it is unnecessary to labour the point any
further. It is generally recognised in
these progressive times that with the
principle of one an one vote in the
popular Chamber the people of the State
are represented in that Chamber, and
not a particular industry. In the past
the mining industry of the State has not
suffeired so far as the members on this
side of the House are concerned, because
no opportunity has been missed of voic-
ing the views which we believe to be in
the best interests of the industry. We
are here because of the wonderful work
of the goldifields, and it would be an act
of suicide on our part it 've attempted to
pass legislation which would he a menace
to the industry. We well recognise the
implortance of the industry, and we say
that while it has to pay, it is our duty to
see tlhnt the workmen engaged in it have
a decent chance of getting God-given
health. The position taken up by the
Chamber of Mines with regard to this
matter is almost callous; it is altogether
different from the honeyed words which
usually come with great facility from
Richard Hamilton, Esq., R. S. Black,
Esq., B. B. Nicholson, Esq., and J. W.
Sutherland, Esq., when they are making
Post prandial spieeehes-honeyed words
towards the Mtinister for Mines, the meam-
her for Hanuans and myself.

Mr. Munsie: I have never been there.

Mr. GREEN: Then you should have
been. If the lion. member were there tie
would believe, as I have done, that every-
thing- in the garden was lovely in respect
to the position of the mine managers and
their representatives.

Hon. J. fl. Connolly: The Minister for
Nines is one of their honorary presidents.

M r. GREEN: It goes to show the gross
ingratitude contained in this circular.

Mr. Afunsie: One of those alleged sig-
natories never signed it. I am convinced
of that.

,\fr. GREEN: They go on to say that
this particular clause, taken from the
New South Wales Act, imported as it is
from a Labour State. has worked satis-
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factorily at Broken Hill. The circular
states-

W~orkmen's inspectors have for years
jpast been appointed under the a.1bove
clause and have carried out their duties
to the satisfaction of all concerned.

That is an absolute misstatement. Re-
cently a Royal Commission was ap-
pointed in New South Wales to deal with
the mining industry, and, just as in the
case of our owvn Royal Commission in
1904, it recommended by a majority vote
that workmen's inspectors should be
appointedl onl the same lines as our
Minister now proposes. As pointed out
by the Minister for Mines, Mr. Gregory
himself said it was a matter for con-
gideration that workmen's inspectors
should he instituted in this State, on ac-
count of the great loss of life in the in-
dustry.

Air. Mtunsie: There has been just as
much agitation in Broken Hill as in this
State for the ap~pointment of inspectors
as Jprovided for in the Bill.

Mr. GREEN: That is so. The circular
proceeds-

The clause as printed in (lie Bill is
unfair in principle inasmuch as; it is
olbviously framed to place all the far-
reaching powvers of insJpectors of mines
in the hands of the unions.

This is inateimperate language which, a[-
though excusable in a Domain orator in
Sydney, or in a red rag socialist on the
Esplanade in Perth, is scarcely to be
looked for in an important circular issued
byv the Chamber of Mines. The circular
continues-

Five years' underground experience by
itself is little or no qualification for
the fulfilment of the onerous and im-
portant duties of an inspector of mines.

Yet. forsooth. they want us to do a little
scratch-Poll on a Nelw South Wales rega-
Lition that when Jack Jones notices and
renmarks to his friend Tom Smith that the
back above him is looking a bit shaky,
(hey and "the persons working in such
mine mnay at their own cost appoint two
completent persons to examine and in-
spect the working." So. while they are
standing underneath the shaky back,

although they may at any moment cross
the Great Divide, what they have to do
must be carried out according to the Act.
They have first to see about meeting the
cost. Having conducted a tarpaulin
muster and eaten their crib, they put on
their clothes, take their billy along, fill up
their pipes, and go out to get the two
competent persons to examine the shaky
back. Then, still following the provisions
of the Act, they have to give 24 hours'
notice to the manager, who may, if he
thinks fit, accompany them, "and all per-
sons in the mine shall afford every facility
for such inspection, and the persons so
appointed shall record the results of such
inspection in a book to be kept at the
mine for the purpose." They have to get
hack to the old State school writing form.
Imagine Tom Smith and Jack Jones,
having found the necessary cost and hav-
ing, discovered the twvo competent persons,
thereupon hunting up the manager and
making a record in the book. And if
that record states the existence of any
danger it is provided that the owner or
manager shall forthwith cause a truer
copy of the report to be sent to the in-
spector of the district. We will suppose
that this true copy is posted in Boulder-
As an ex post-office official in Kalgoorlie,
without casting any reflections on that
admirable department, I may' remark that
no special niail is provided lo meet these
special circumstances. The report will
have to await the ordinary mail, aad so
it wvill arrive at the residence of the in-
spector of mines probably at 10 o'clock
next morning, after lie has gone out into
the country.

The Minister for Mines; Suppose all
this happened at Norseman with the in-
spector in Coolgardie and only two
trains a week!

Mr. GREEN: It all goes to show the
utter absurdity of the proposal of the
Chamber for Mines, and proves, if proof
wvere necessary, that the gentlemen who
signed this circular did so without due
consideration. The mine managers in 1
Boulder are among the most astute in
their particular business it would ber
possible to find in Australia. and in ease-
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it should be thouight that they really did
sign their names to a ridiculous paper
of this kind after perusing it, I want to
give hon., members my assurance, as one
who knows them closely, that I do not
think those signatories ever read it. I
trust my explanation will be received. I
hope our friends on both sides of this
Chamber will be found on this occasion
helping us with the measure. Without
gliving away any stable secrets [ may say
that those of ats representing mining
constituencies are dissatisfied with the
one-clause Bill, bitt we recognise that this
is a time of war, when no controversy
should be allowed to disturb the good
feeling and harmony existing between
this House and another place, and there-
fore we have sent up something which
will not cost the mining industry any-
thing. Our only excuse is that there arc
C,000 me i tiq Stntp working- with
their lives in their hands, and while we
cannot make the industry an absolutely
safe occupation, it is our duty to see that
the men working in this industry have

adecent chance against unseen danger.
I am satisfied that with the appointment
of workmien!s inspectors the mines, will
he nearer the ideal oif safety than under
any other piropcosal that could he made.
This is the unanimous opinion of mining
representativres who havetworked in wines
for years, and of the mien t hemselves.
For years we have all worked fur this
reform, and I am sure we could not-ask
less than that the Bill Should be passed
throuigh both H-ouses.

Mfr. PIESSE (Toodyay) fS.40] :1
have listened carefully to the speeches of
thie goldfields representatives, and I must
(-onfess that I am still Somewhat at a
loss, to understand the need for this
mneasuire. I speak purely from a non-
party standpoint, if only because my
lender has already expressed himself to
the same effect.

Mr. Bolton: You are consistent.

Mir. PIESSE: And I hope the hon.
member will bear with me. I realise that
whatever I may have to sa ,y will not in
a nyv way influence the piassae-e of this

The Minister for binds: But it may
in another place.

Mlr, PIESSE: I feel it my doty' as
a member of this Chamber to give ex-
pression to my views. It is tile first time
I have attempted to take any' part whiat-
ever in a debate affecting- the aingij in-
dustry.

Mlr. Green: And nowv you are olpina
the rights of the workers.

Mr. PIESSE: I do not wish to decal
unfairly with the proposal. t under-
stand we have provision in the principal
Act for the appointment of -%vorkinen's
inspectors. We have learnt this evening
from the lion, member, not that the ex-
isting- inspectors are ineapalile of dis-
charging their duties, but lhat the wvork-
ings of the mines are so e.tcnsive that
the inspectors are seriously l amnpered AO
the carrying out of those dies.M No0 aC-
cusation has been leviect against those
particular officials on the point of in-
capacity.

'lhIe MNinister for Mines: Bitt men are
being ., killed evecy dciy.

Mr. PIESSE: I admit that. Why not
let Lis have fu~rthe~r State inSoec~tois to
apply that relief which is so necessary.
If it cannot be overcome in that way it
will require a legion of workmienl's in-
spectors to inspect the mines. One lion.
member has told uts there are 20 ilies of
workings in one muine. Therefore, it is a
daily task for a workmen's inspector to
inspect that mine. If the Government
inspector cannot do the work, 1 fail to see
how the workmen's inspector could do it
either. If it means further men, let uIS
have an increased number of State oll-
cials to carryv out the work. Thae work
eaii be just as eapabl ' performed by
Govern menft officials, as by workmen's in-
spectors. It miust he renieanbered that
the work requires qualified men. aicd that
if we have inspectors in the Slalte srC-
vice thoroughly capable off carrying alit
the work they would quicklyi assist others
who may not he at first fully' qualified
for thle duty.

Mrt, Foley: Would not workmnn' in-
s,-Pefnr heen'ihp
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Mr. PIE SSE: I believe they would,
but I cannot see why we should have a
duplication of officials. No tittle of evi-
dence has been given in the House that
the men already filling the positions are
incapable of carrying out their duty.
That being so,. I cannot for the life of
mie understand where the need exists for
the appointment of inspectors by the
unions. I give the unions credit for all
honesty of purpose and also those mem-
bers who represent the unions.

Mr. Green: Then why are they asking
for workmen's inspectors?

Mr. PiES SE: At the same time, it is
only common sense to say that the work
can be carried out just as well by a suffi-
ciency of Government inspectors as by
inspectors appointed by tile workers.

Mr. Foley: You discount the opinion
of men who have worked in the mines
all their lives.

Mr. PIESSE: So far as I am aware
the boa, member has not spoken to the
effect that the present inspectors are in-
capable.

Mr. Foley: No, I have said they are
the best in Australia.

Mr. PIESSE: Then let us have more
of them; if they are the best they must
certainly have given satisfaction. Two
or three members have referred to the
circular issued by the Chamber of Mines.
I have not had time to read it, hat I have
learned something of its contents from
the remarks. of the member for Kalgoor-
lie.

Mlr. Foley: It is the dirtiest thing that
was ever typewritten, absolutely.

Mr. PIES SE: The Chamber of Mines
officials have as much right to issue such
a circular or pamphlet, which is their
only means of reaching members of the
Rouse, as the unions have to be repre-
sented here.

Mr. Green: But not to cast a slur on
representatives of the goldflelds as they
have done in this circular.

Hon. J. fl. Connally: They are casting
a slur on the whole of the members of
the House.

Mr. PIES SE: The great objection in-
dicated by the circalar is that the ap-
point went of workmen's inspectors will

result in the mine managers. and owners
being harassed. There is some justifica-
tion for that contention because, under
the Bill, it is proposed to give those in-
spectors toll powers to enter the mines at
any time in the night or day and to be
accompanied by an official of the mine.
If the workings are so extensive as has
been stated by the member for Menzies,
and an official of the mine had to accom-
pany the inspector, it would mean that a
considerable portion of the official's time
would be occupied in this work alone.
These wvorkmuen's inspectors, too, are to
have all the powers possessed by the Gov-
ermnent iuspectors, I offer these remarks
purely fromu my own viewpoint of the
matter and I trust members will not treat
them as bcing antagonistic or unfair. I
have read the section in the Act and the
clause in the Bill bearing on this question
and am satisfied that the demands could
be met by increasing the staff of Govern-
ment inspectors.

Mr. icDOWALL (Coolgardie) [8.48:1:
1 do not intend to occupy much time be-
cause practically everything necessary
has been said in connection with the -maint
principle of the Bill. I am pleased in-
deed that the mueasure has not met with
very serious opposition. I congratulate
the deputy leader of the Opposition on
his fair speech. There seems to he a de-
sire generallyv that this mecasnre slild
be passed. or that the mining industry
should receive some consideration. I re-
ret that frequently we have to complain
that any thing in connection with mining
is turned down, while representatives of
goldfields constituencies -ire expected to
support everything in connection with
the agricultural industry. The goldfields
members have been splendid supporters
of the agricultural industry of this State,
and it is only reasonable that the people
of the goldflelds constituencies should re-
ceive somne little consideration from mem-
bers of country districts. It is useless to
say that the goldfields people do not
know what they require or that other
people who have no interest in the gold-
mining industry are better judges than
they of their own requirements. The
circular -from the Chamber of Mines, I
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certainly think with other member;, is an
insult to the representatives of the gold-
fields. It is ridiculous to assert that a
goldfields mnember represents only the
mine employees. We represent the whole
of the constituents of our respective dis-
tricts to the best of our ability, and I be-
lieve we do it fairl -y and impartially.
There is no doubt that the measure will
be passed by an overwhelming majority
in this House, so it is not necessary to
say very much more. In glancing at the
latest issue of the Kalgoorlie Miner, I
noticed the follo-wing paragraph which
I shall read in order to give the people
generally an idea of the conditions of
life on the goidfields:

Accidents on the Mines-A fractured
skull was sustained last Saturday by
John T, IDuxbury, a shoveller on the
Golden Horseshoe mine living near the
Horseshoe Inn, through a small piece
of rook falling from the hack of the
stops in which he was working. At
Nurse Egan's hospital he was reported
yesterday to be doing as well as could
be expected. In the engine-room on
the Lake View mine last week E. Fen-
ton, cleaner, of Forrest-street, Boulder,
cut the first finger of his left hand
rather severely through getting it
caught while cleaning the wrist plate.
At the same mine, working under-
ground, J. Hosking, machine miner, of
Witten oom -street, had the middle finger
of his right hand fractured by a stone
coming away suddenly. J. Vi. Chap-
man, a mill labourer on the Oroyn
Links, living in Boulder-road, on
Thursday sustained painful injuries to
his hand. Washing zinc shavings in
the gold-room, the metal inflicted
several cuts, letting the acid get into
his flesh. On Saturday on the Great
Boulder Proprietary mine, R. J. Tnus-
cott, of Clancy-street, Boulder, had his
foot crushed by a falling stone while
he was shovelling at the 2,SO0ft. slope.

The Minister for Mines: That is a daily
item in the newspapers.

Mr. MeD OWALL: Yes, paragraphs of
that description appear in the goldfields
Press day after day.

The Premier: That is not a business
item and we would not expect our
friends opposite to take notice of it.

Mr. 2rcDOAWALL: It is) unfortunately,
a comm on occurrence and, in view of the
circumstances, there should not be so
much controversy about passing a simple
innocent Bill such as the one before us.
It is not proposed to place any burden
on the mining industry. It is not pro-
posed to levy on the mines an impost
which will render them unpayable. It is
simply proposed to give the men who are
deeply interested and who, after all, are
liuman beings with wives and families to
support, the consideration which they,
from a humanitarian point of view, de-
serve just as mulch as the most highly
placed persons in the land. The measure
asks that these men should have the right
and privilege to appoint check inspectors
from among those persons in whom they
have contiuence. Sorely this is not ask-
ing much. The member for Kalgoorlie
ridiculed the provision in the New South
Wales Act which the Chamber of Mines
propose should he introduced here. InI
the existing Act, there is a section mak-
ing a certain provision in this direction,
but we know that it is likely to entail
hardship on any person who takes ad-
vantage of it.

The Premier: That would not have
been put there by the then Government
if they had not known that would be so.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not at all.
Mr. MeDOWALL: The Minister for

Mines, recognising that the present is a
period of strife and that too much should
not be asked for at such a juncture, has
introduced this modest one-clause Bill.
It must not be forgotten that the people
on the goldields are not satisfied with
this measure. They feel that it is a very
poor instalment of what they are entitled
to, hut they also realise that it is not of
much use to ask that an impost be placed
on the mining industry at the present
time, or that the costs should be increased
materially. Therefore a Bill of this de-
scrip tion, which imposes no hardship on
the community, but means bare justice to
the people who are risking their lives
from day to day, should be passed with-
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out cavil and with little or no alteration.
I trust sincerely that the measure wvill
become lawv and that at least this small
inede of justice will be granted to the
goldfields. We are asking but little.
Year after year we sit in this House and
nothing is (lone for tile goldfields which
have done so much for the State; in fact
they have made the Slate what it is to-
day' , and 1, say without tile slightest fear
of contradiction that they, at tile present
little: are maintaining tilhe State nd( calls-
lug money to circulate and business to
Jprogress where otherwise there would be
stagnlation. We are asking for this slight
measure of justice which will injure no
one, and I sincerely trust that not only
this House but another place will view it
in the same light. I1 hope we shall not
be troubled with any more circulars such
as the one issued by the Chamber of
liines, which practically tells us that we
(10 not represeint the people of these great
goldfields, but that we are here simply
as representatives of the employees, just
as if the employees do not cons titute the
major portion of the community, and are
not as deeply interested in thle welfare
and advancement of the mines as the
owners themselves. 'Pie owners arc in-
cerested only to the extent of the divid-

ends they obtain front them. The mn
employed in the [lines are interested to
the extent that their lives and the lives
of their wives and families are dependent
upon thne mines. Surely no one could
have greater interest t han this. To the
con til nance of their work they must Ilookc
for their sustenlance, and 110 one could
possily be more interested than thley are.
[ have Pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Bill and hope it will be
passed exactly as printed, because we are
entLitled to lilis provision, anad should not
be justified in giving away one bit in con-
nectiotn with it.

Hion. J1. NITCHELL (Northam)
[8.50] : I am veryv sorry that tine mnem-
her for Kalgoorlie should have seen fit to
malke an attack on thle leader of thle Op-
position who is not present to-night.
When tile lender of thle opposition spoke.
lie spokle without bittern esi, and every
inenibor must agrece that lie mlade a very

good1 speech. Of course there is room for
some (difference of opinion. Members
naturally hold different views, and it
shoul, d lie remembered that every mlembier
is enlil led to express his vie~vs. Surely the
leader of thle Opposition was perfectly
within his rights in dealing with this mast-
ter accordingl to his convictions. In doing-
so lie displayed 'no bitterness-

Mr. Foley: It is remarkable that he
led the Opposition to this measure and
has not done so for many weeks past?

]flol. J. 7d LTrCtILIL: That is unfair.
Mr.' Foley: Yes, to the deputy leader

of thie Opposition.
Hon. J. -MITCHELL: Tile lion, memD-

ber knows wvell tllat the leader of the Op-
position ihas been ill for some time, bit
lately has been a little better and bas at-
tended thle House occasionally. He dealt
with Ihis matter without any preparation.

irlr. Foley: Ojie could tell he had made
'10 preparation.

Hon. J. A11TCHELL: The Minister
for Mines made an excellent speech in
,moving the second reading of the Hill.
What tile leader of the Opposition
said was that hie was just as anxious to
protect the lives of the workers as, amiv
other members here.

Tfie Premier: Anyone can say that.
1Hon. J. MITCHELL: They can say

it bitt they'1 do nothing. For the last four
ye~ar, tile present i\Iinister for Mines has
been in office. He Possesses ample power
to app1 oinlt as many inspectors as; are ne-
Cessary. It the accidents mentioned by
tile memnber for Coolgardie (Mr. Me-
Dowal I) could hie prev'entedl by. a num-
ber of inlspectors being appointedi, Linen the
Mm 4cer, who lints power lo appoint them,
cottld have (lone so. ']here is no reason
why lie Should not appoint a sufficient
nutmbeir of inspectors to protect thle lives
of I le miners. The leader of thle 0 ppo-
sitiomi d id not say.% that the m ice workers
shmould be neglected, or that their lives
should go unprotected, but wvhat hie said
was that thle M,%inister had ample power
to do all that was necessary in that direc-
tion. Has the 'Minister failed to afford
thle protectiont that is necessary? Will
hie admit that lie cannot afford to appoint
enioiighI inspectors to protect tine lives of
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the workers? Will be admit that be
could get more efficient inspection from
the rejpresentatives of the unions than
from the men he would select himself, or
that the unions could make a better choice
than lie could? There is no reason why
he shoul, hout ap poinit, if lie wished to do
so, the eleet of these unions, If we say
that the Minister should take the responsi-
bility, surely lie has no right to resent it.

The Premier: Wait until the next Bill,
yout [m*av know something about it.

Hon. j1. MITCHELL: I think I know
enough about this to know that tbe Min-
ister is afraid of doing his duty. The
mnember for Hannans (Ifr. Munsie) said
that the inIspectors gave mine managers
'24 hours' notice before visiting the mines.
I Ibelieve that is absolutely incorrect. At
any rate J amn informed that it is incor-
rect.

The Minister for M1ines: The hon.
uinber said that this was the practice,
bitt that it is not the practice now.

1-ou. .1. MITCHELL: He said that be-
.fore a mine was inspected, notice was sent
to the manager.

The Minister for NIines: It is not so
now, but it tused to be.

Hon. J. _MITCHElqL: If it was so, it
was wrong. I am informed that inspections
are very frequent indeed and that notice
is not given to the manaigers; indeed that
they are so frequent that often the man-

ager canntot appoint an undergrounid
manager to go) roundl with the inspector. I
want the Minister to tell uts if it is a fact,
as the neiuher for Bannans said, that
notie is seot 10 the mine manager before
the inspector arrives?

The Attorney General: It used to be
so.

Hon. .1. MITCHELL: I would be wil-
ling to--

The 'inister for Mines: It is not so
flow.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: Take the Minis-
ter's word for it if hie really does know.
Who hats to pay' these inspectors if they
are aptpointed by [ihe union, and is it
the intention of the 'Minister that these
men shall work continuously as inspect-
ors or work a portion of their time as
mniners? Will this position be reached,

that the workmen's inspector will work
on four dayvs of the week under the man-
ager of the mine, aid for the manager,
and on the oilier two days of the week
will have the manager working uinder
hint9

The Premier: Do0 YOU think lie will get
is work done on four days in the week

and] do his duty, at the same time? If you
think so you do not knowv managers as
well as I know them.

Ron. .1. M\1ITCHJELL: What has he to
do in his spare timel

Th le Premier: le will have no spare
time;i lie will be kept busy.

Hon. J. VITCHELL: Is it the inten-
tion of the Minister that Ihe men should
be rontliuonsly employed? . Perhaps he
will tell us. The Premier knowrs nothing
about it.

The Premier: I have been through the
mill.

Hlon. 4. MITCHELL: ± thin1k the
Minister should pay his inspectors and
control them and engage thtem.

The 'Minister for Mines: I pay them
and control them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: On the last oc-
casion when he spoke on this matter the
Minister said first he would pa~y them,
and t heti stated tbnt lie would not pay'
them. Iii thtis debate lie said lie woul '1
pay them one-half of their salary and
that the ttnions should find the other half.
I want the iAinister to pay everything
and wvant him to have absolute control.
He should also have power to dispense
with their services.

The Premier: This Bill will itot cost
as much as it cosis to keep up the rabbit-
proof fenice and keep rabbits out of the
squatters' holdings.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: What has that
to do with it?

The Premier: It is of more concern to
voui than men's lives are.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: T think the
Yinister should pay.

The Minister for Mines: If the men
tundertook to pay they would not re-
pudiate it like some of the squatters on
the rabbit-proof fence have repudiated
their liabilities.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not think
any of the squatters desire to repudiate
their liabilities.

The Premuier: If the squatters will
pay us we will pay the inspectors.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
should pay his inspectors and they should
not be tinder the control of the unions.

31r. Foley: This is another lesson in
economy.

Hon. J. M1ITCHELL: I want to know
what the intentions of the Government
are in regard to the payment of in-
spectors.

Member: Shut up!
Hon. J. MITCHELL: if I looked as

sleepy and as heavy and dull as the At-
torney Geneial I should shut up.

Air. Bolton: You could not look like
the Attorney General.

Hon. J. 11ITCHELL: I certainly
could not. I want the Minister to give
the House the information I have asked
-for. I do not pretend to be able to dis-
cuss mining matters as freely as the mem-
bers who come from the goldfields. Never-
theless, I have a perfect right to ask for
information on the various proposals
wvhich are contained in the measure. I
may say that I am going to vote against
the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MIINES (Hon.
P. Collier-Boulder-in reply) [9.7]: 1
have no cause for complaint, on the
whole, regarding the reception which has
been given to tile Hill. Rather have I
to express my appreciation at the manner
,in wvhich it has, generally speaking, been
received. Particularly does that appre-
ciation app)ly to the deputy leader of the
Opposition, who, I think, set an example
to the House.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I think hie was wrong.
The MAINISTER FOR MINES: Re set

an example to the House by the impartial
and calm manner in which he analysed the
contents of the Bill. If the same non-
party and impartial consideration were
extended to most other Bills which are in-
troduced to the Chamber, I think it would
be much better for the legislation con-
erned and much better for the public

a's well.

Honl. 3. Mitchell: If he gets all hie
wants in his own wvay hie will be perfectly
satisfied.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: When
two such undoubted authorities as the
depulv* leader of the Opposition and my-
self are in agreement there is not much
room for opposition on the other side.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We need to be care-
fil] when that combination gets to work.

The MINISTER FOR AMS: It is
undoubtedly a powverful combination. The
deputy leader of the Opposition raised
one or two points to which I desire to
reply. He asked for information with
regard to the application of this principle
in other parts of the wvorld. In my intro-
ductory speech I stated that tihe principle
land been adopted in most countries of
the world, of course in different form.
That still stands, but the bon, member
desires to know whether that is so with
respect to collieries or to metalliferous
mines. I may say it applies almost uni-
versally so far as coal mining is con-
cerned. Practically for generations past,
wherever coal mining has been carried on,
there has been a principle of workmen's
or check inspectors in operation.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You had check in-
sp~ectors provided for in the original Bill.

The Premier: A check on inspectors.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: It also

applied in other countries, namely in Bel-
gium, in Germany, in France, and in
Great Britain, where the lprineiple of
workmen's inspectors alpper tained to
metalliferous mnines in some form or other.
It also applied in lead, iron and tin mines
and in other forms of mining. Coming
to Australia, we find that the principle
applies in New South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmania, Newv Zealand, and even in
Queensland. It will be seen, therefore,
that it is practically universal so far as
Australia is concerned.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: You are in agree-
ment with the Chamber of Mines then?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
bitt what I am talking about is the prin-
ciple. I am not contending that it exists
in those countries in the form in which
it appears here. The principle of work-
men's inspectors has been recognised, and
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is exists in some form or other in the
countries I have mentioned. I think that
should clear up the point raised by the
hon. member. Another point touched
upon by the deputy leader of the Opposi-
tion was in regard- to- the examination of
these workmen's inspectors. He rather
held the view that the man who would be
appointed to the position should first of
all Undergo some examination. Person-
ally, I think that the very fact that it is
provided that they must have had five
years' practical experience should cover
all the requirements in that direction.
It is quite conceivable that a man might
be selected who has had five yearg' ox-
porience, or more then that, but who
would not perhaps be altogether desir-
able. I -am not altogether opposed to the
principle of some form of examination.
The examination would of course have
to be vecry different from that which is
provided for our Government inspectors
at the present time.

Hon. H. B. Lefroy: Certainly.

The MINISTER FoRl MINES: I do
not think that. the unions concerned
would have any objection to a man who
was appointed having to show that he
was not altogether untit for the position
to which it was desired to appoint him.
With regard to the question of dismissal,
as I said in- introducing the Bill, I have
l'eft to the regullatiol] the whole of the
questions concerning the appointment,
control, and the work %.ihioh is to be per-
formed by the inspectors. I have done so
because hon. members trill reaise that it
will be practically impossible to embody
within the four corners of the Act all the
duties that the inspectors may have to
perform or may not have to perform,
and as to how they are to carry out their
duties. It is my intention, if the Bill is
passed, to take power in regard to the
appoittuient and with respect to the dis-
missal of thesemen. It could n~t for one
moment be expected that a man who re-
eei~ked an appointment for two years, no
matter *hether'in the course of that time
lie had shown himself to be unfit to any
longer continue in that office, must be al-
lowed to rerbain there, and that the "Min-

[33]

iter should not have power to remove
him. I think, however, the Bill makes
that point clear.

lion. H. B. Lefroy: That would be
against the interests of the workers them-
selves.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I von-
tine to say that no one would clamour
more loudly for the -removal of an in-
spector than the men themselves, if he
was found to be abusing his trust, oY to
be unfit for his work. In any appoint-
ment on a mine there must be power
taken by the controlling body for the
removal of a person at any time if so
desire&. The hion. member also made a
point with regard to the use that these
inspectors would make of the po-wer con-
ferred upon them. There is absobitely
no ground in my opinion for assuming-
that a man who would be appointed un-
der this Act would misuse the power so
uuTaierred upon him. As a manoer of
fact the journal of the Chamber of
Mines-

Hion. J. Mitchell: They must be par-
tisans surely.

The MINISTER FOP, MINES: We are
all p~artisans in some degree or other.
But, no matter how partisan the in-
spectors may be, they have no power to
insist upon anything other than the
power conferred upon them by the mea-
sure,

Hlon. T. 'Kitchell: But that is unlimited.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
course it is unlimited. There are un-
limited powers conferred upon Ministers
by almost every measurre that passes this
Chamber. What kind of. powers- are Cont-
ferred upon the Government by the
special legislation which has been passed
since the outbreak of this war? Enor-
mous powers, powers which have never
been, conferred upon any Government, I
believe, in the histoxry of responsible Gov-

crnment in Australia hefore. But it is
not to say that because the powers are
there'that those responsible are going to
lose their heads and run amok and mis-
ase the powers. The position of the
community nowadays is not such that
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any public man can for any lengtb of
time continue to misuse powers en-
trusted to- him. Unlimited powers are
embodied in the Health Act Amendment
Bill which passed this Chamber only last
week. Hon. members approved of those
powers, and allowed them to go through,
because it is recognised with regard to
that Bill, as with regard to all others,
that the powers given will be exercised
with discretion and with judgment. And
so it will be with regard to this measure.
I contend that the attitude adopted by
the goldfields unionists, and their actions,
during the past 15 or 20 years, contradict
the assertion that those unionists are
likely to do anything unfair or unreason-
able. In no part of Australia, I believe,
where there is such a large body of men
employed, has there been maintained for
such a lengthy period as 15 years so
amicable a relationship as that between
the men and the mine owners here on our
Western Australian goldfields. Look
throughout Australia, and where shall
one find an equally large 'body of men
which has not at some time or other been
involved in industrial disputes and
troubles I We know, on the other hand,
that in the history of the Golden 'Mile,
where some 6,000 or 7,000 men are em-
ployed and have been employed for the
past 16 or 1.7 years, there has never been
one single mine thrown idle for even .10
minutes as the result of an industrial
dispute. I2 say that that fact is a tribute,
unequalled in Australia, alike to the
common sense and reasonableness of the
men and of the managers and all others
concerned. Now, is it to be assumed that
men who have lived in such amicable
relationship are suddenly going to fly at
each other's throats because a Dower of
this kind is conferredl I say that it is
unreasonable to assume any such thing,
and that those interested in the gold
mining industry will continue to exhibit
that same spirit of friendliness which baa
characterized their relations in 'the past.
Let me turn to one or two other points
which have been raised.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: How are you going
to Pay the workmen's inspectors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: When
introducing the Bill, I expressed the
opinion that it would be a fair compro-
mise if the Government granted a sub-
sidy equal to half the salary, I ex-
pressed that opinion, notwithstanding the
fact that Royal Commissions on mining
and other authoritative bodies have from
time to time recommended that the Gov-
ernment should pay the whole of the
wages. In that regard, however, I am
prepared to agree to a payment of half.
My personal view is that it would not
be unfair if the Government paid the
whole of the wages.

Hon. J. Mitchell. I think they ought to.
Mr. Willmoct: It would be the better

way.
The MTNISTER FOR MINES :In

that case the department would retain a
greater control over the workmen's in-
spectors. The department would be more
independent if the inspectors looked en-
tirely for the payment of their salaries
to the department, and to no other source.
The member for Perth (Hon. J. 1). Con-
nolly) stated that he would be prepared
to support the Bill if be thought that it
would do anything to lessen accidents.
What is the use of making a statement
of that kind? We can only have regard
to the whole of the evidence that comes
under our notice from day to day and
year to year. If additional inspection
and closer inspection is not going to tend
in the direction of lessening accidents,
then, to he logical, we ought to say that
inspection does not matter at all and that
we might abolish the inspectors we are
paying at present.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Why do not you
appoint more I

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Be-
cause it is not necessary to have a Gov-
ernment inspector stationed where there
is only one mine. There would be no need
for the ser-vices of a permanent inspector
in such a locality. That would be so in
a number of cases under this Bill. There
are many cases in which inspection
would he required not more than once
a -week, or perhaps once a month; and
there the work of inspection could be
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done by the workmen's inspectors. But
in the absence of workmen's inspectors,
if the work is to be done by a Govern-
ment inspector in the cases I have men-
tioned, then it will be necessary to em-
ploy an officiall at £350 or £375 a year
merely to inspect a mine once a week
dr once a month. What would he do
during all the rest of his time? Nothing
at all. As a matter of economy and
common sense and practical work, it is
well to have a Government inspector ex-
ercising a general supervision over a
large district and travelling round and
keeping in touch with all that is going
on, and to have workmen's inspectors
where inspection is required only once a
week or once a month.

.Mr. Piesse: What rate of pay are the
workmen's inspectors to receive?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
a matter of opinion. I should Say £C5 Or
£E6 a week would be a fair salary. It
would all depend. There might be justi-
fication for a higher salary in some dis-
tricts than in others. In such districts
as the Golden Mile, where an inspector
would be employed continuously, I should
say £6 a week would be a fair salar i. In
some of the outlying districts where there
would be inspection only once a week or
once a month, an inspector would be
fairly remunerated for the work to be
performed by a payment of, say, £1 or
£C2 a week. There is not a mining district
in this State where theme is not some pro-
specting going on, and where a payment
of even £1 per week would not be found
useful by some man competent to act
as a workmen's inspector. The member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) argued
entirely against the principle of work-
men's inspectors. He argued that if there
was need for greater supervision addi-
tional Government inspectors should be
appointed. In that respect the hon. mem-
ber stands practically alone, because the
mine managers themselves and the mine
owners and everybody concerned do now
ad'vocate, and have for years past advo-
cited, the principle of workmen's inspec-
tors. The party to which the lion, mem-
ber belongs, in passing the provision in

our existing Act for workmen's inspec-
tels-

*Hon. J. Mitchell: Check inspectors.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: There

is nothing in a name. The bon. member
may call them anything he pleases, but
the hon. member's party in making pro-
vision for inspection by workmen under
the Act of 1006 adopted the Principle of
inspection by workmen.
* Hon. J. Mitchell: And why does that

not satisfy you now?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-

cause I have pointed out what a futile
thing it is. The hon. member knows very
well that it is ridiculous and impossible
task to set a man that lie shall go down
the mine to-day and work on a machine
and then, on appointment by his fellow
work-ems to inspect the mine, the next day
go round in company with the manager,
who is his boss, pointing out places which
the workers consider iinsafe, and criti-
citsing Lie mauaeuiun.t L6cboss. I'M-
agine the employee pointing out to his
boss the desirability of putting some tim-
ber in here or doing something else there,
and then, after the inspection has been
carried out, going back the next day to
take his place on the machine again.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Will he not do that
under your present Bill?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
Under the existing Act, the employee
would one day be an inspector in a posi-
tion to discuss with the boss what ought
to be done for the safety of the miners,
and the next day he would be back in the
mine working. I ask, is it a reasonable
and commonsense proposition to put to
any manager? Imagine an employee of
the member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)
inspecting the hon. member's printing
machinery to-day and instructing him as
to what arrangements should be made,
and then returning to work in the print-
ing office. Hon. members must realise
that such a task is an impossible one. We
do not need to assume that the employers
are all looking to victimise workmen's in-
spectors. It is asking too much of them,
however. It is not human nature to ex-
pect that the mine manager could have
the same regard. the same impartial eon-
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sideration, for a man. working under him
if that man is also from week to week
and month to7 month criticising the man-
agement of the mine. The very fact that
the managers, after nine years' e-xperi-
ence of the Ac, are not in favour of
this provision is proof conclusive of how
ineffective the provision is, and of the
light in which the men themselves regard
it. There is just one other phase I wish
to touch upon. The- member for Toodyay
(Mr. Piesse.) has offered his opposition
to. this Bill, expressing a belief that the
provisions of the existing Act are all
that is required. I may say that I am
rather surprised at the hon. member's at-
titude, because, after all, the hon. mem-
ber prefaced his remarks by saying that
it was not often he expressed an opinion
upon a. Bill of this kind, dealing with
gold mining. That applies to every other
member of this House, because it is. very
seldom that hon. members are afforded
an opportunity of discussing in this
Chamber matters relating to mining, or
to the welfare of the people engaged in
the mining industry. What have we seen
for the past 12 months, and in fact for
the -past three or four years? Aye, for
the past ten years 9 Ever since I have
been in this House, just on ten years,- I
have been voting for Bills and works in-
volving the expenditure of milions and
miiions of pounds--for what? Largely
for the benefit of the class whom the
member for Toodya~y represents.

Mr. Piesse: You felt justilled in voting
for them.

The. MIIS TER FOR. MiNES: Let
rue peot out- that even when this party
sht in Opposition, when this party was
composed almost entirely of goldfielda
members, when it contained at least 12
or 13 goldficlds members., there was not
a member of it ever east a rote against
any proposal tending to the welfare of
the class represented by the member for
Toodysy, whether it was agricultural de-
velopment, or agricultural railways, or
harbour extension, or anything else.- We
sat in Opposition, and year after year
voted- for these proposals as they came
forward. Again, coming down to four
years ago, what- were we doing? Why,

working day and night to contend against
exceptional difficulties, ad more especi-
ally during the last two years,. in the in-
terests again of the lpeople whom that
hion. member -represents. This Govern-
ment baa incurred odium because of its
financial administration. Why? Because
we have been. bor~rowing millions to pour
oat, again to the people represented by
the lion, member. Ever since I have been
in this House I have voted for every pro-
position, that has come before it which
has been for the welfare of the people.
I have bad sufficient experience to know
what is required to build- up anti make a
nation, and I know that the farming
community is, and should be,. the. back-
bone of a community. We have a cir-
cular from the Chamber of Mines which
says that the mining industry- is not re-
presented in this House and that only the
employees are represented here. Has the
work of this Government during the past
four years shown that they have regard
only for the wage earners of the gold-
fieldsl Has not practically the whole of
ouir work during the past four years been
in the direction of assisting, not the wage
earners of the goldfields, but entirely an-
other class?

Mr. Piesse: Did we not build railways
and water supplies for the golfields?

The MINISTER FOP. MINES: We
have been. handicapped during the past
1.2 months. to die extent, of a million and
a quarter pounds in order to assist people
whom the lion, member represents and
keep- them in their homes. Yet when a
Bill like-the ona-we-have before us comes
inder tie notice of the Chamber, a' Bill

which is not going to affect anyone exr-
cejpt those immediately concerned, and
which is not going. to increase the cost of
mining one fraction of a farthing, hat
which will affect materially the health ni
well being. of thousands of people on the
goldflelds, the hon. member, raises his
voice against the measure.

MUr. Piesse: I am surprised. at you.
The MNINISTER FOR MINES: I ama

surprised that the hon. member should
use such arguments. I have always had
regard for every industry and every sec-
tion of the community, and I am getting
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sick .:md tied of sitting he devoting all
toy time and 'work to -one section alone,
and leaving out of consideration another
large and impiortant section of the State.
Are they to be regarded as Qiuanders
because they ame some 300 or 400 miles
away from us? If this Government were
representing the wage earners of the
goldfields, if we brought down proposals
involving the expenditure of millions on
behalf of the people on the goldfields,
what kind of criticism would we be met
with ?

The Minister for Works: It could not
be any worse than it is now.

Mlr. Griffiths: Have not millions been
.spent on the goldfields in the past?

The MIINISTER FOR MINES: What
has heew spent on the goldfields, outside
of the wvalor scheme! A mere nothing.
We have spent more in two years in the

co tal d a & i Ztits than khas

been spent on the goldfields since they
were discovered-

Mr. U. B<. Johnston: Yon must have
been satisfied that what you spent in thle
agricultural districts was righit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES :Of
course T was. I did intend to say some-
thing about the circular of tine Chamber
of Mines.

Mir. Foley. Tear it up.
.Nr. D1illany: Take it as read.
The MiINISTER POR IENES: I do

not ti nk I wvill bother about it. I want
to strengthen the case for the inspectors
a little by quoting from the report of
another Royval Commission which was
appointed in New South Wales last year
and which reported to the New South
Wales Parliament in November. 1914.
The Commission consisted of Mr. B. R.
Wise, K.C., who is at the present time
Agent General for New South Wales and
whose reputation is well knowvn to holl.
members, Mr. Kerr. representing the
miners' unions, and Mr. Weir. represent-
ing the mine owners. I will read a para-
graph dealing with the particular matter
we have been disenissing. The report is
a majority' one, the-minority being the
representative of the mine owners. The

report really embodies the viewvs of Mr.
Wise because on most of these questions
we find the xeplresentsfrve of the union
taking ene iew, and the representative
of the mine owners taking the other view,
-. that the report amounts practically to
the opinion and impartial judgment of
the chairman, Mr. Wise. 1t says--

'Your commissioners (the chairman
and Mr. Commissioner Kerr) are of
opinion also that there is work upobn
the line of lode to occupy four worV-'
men's inspectors, if their duties be en-
larged to include all matters affecting
the interests of the miners. 'They are
of opinion also that these inspectors
should be nominated by the unions and
appointed and paid by the Govern-
ment.

Tlhat goes further than, our Bill does.
They make this recommendation as to
payment because of thle interest all
classes in thle community have ia tile
wvorking of metalliferous mines. The
method of appointment we think
should bie that suggested by Air. W,
D). Barnett, secretary of the Amal-
gamiated Miners' Association, viz., that
candidates for the post should be
selected by a committee consisting of
seven miners and seven surface men,
and that ,io one, who was not so sel-
ected, should be eligible to beeome a
candidate. They agree with Mr.
Barnett that one of these inspectors
shall have a knowledge of engineering
and charged specially with inspecting
work upon the surface. This officer
should be nominated by the unionists.
on the surface in thle same way as the
three others will be nominated by the
Amalgamated Miners' A ssociation after
a preliminary' selection of candidates
by the committee appointed for this
purpose. The dluties of inspectors
should include (1) Those referred to
in Section 67 of thle Industrial Arbitra-
tion Aet. 1012. (2) The enforcement of
the observance of the rules of the
mines, and (3) Glenerally to look after
the welfare of the miners..
Hon. J. D). Connolly: Have they taken

any action on it-
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
have not had time. We might say that
the report represents the latest thought
of an authoritative body in New South
Wales so that we have this accumulation
of opinion in support of what we pro-
pose to do. We have first of all the
unanlnous recommendation of the Com-
mission referred to by the lion, member,
which was appointed in our own State
in 1904, and which was comprised of
practical and commercial men, as very
pertinently pointed out by the bon. mem-
ber, appointed by a Liberal Government.
That Commission recommended in favour
of the principle now embodied in the Bill.
We have had the consistent support of
the State Mining- Engineer for many
years past. Hon. members who know
Mr. Montgomery will admit that he is a
man who will not allow his judgment to
be coloured in ally way by' the Minister
who p~resides ovdr the Mines Departmuent
for the time being. We have tle exlperi.
ence of the State Mining Engineer, ex-
teniding over some 12 or 14 years, of the

adiistration of the Act and tfiat officer
to-day makes the same recommendation
as he did in 1904. On tp of that we
have the report of the Royal Commission
in New South Wales. Surely all these
reports should carry some weight in the
community, and moreover, these views
are backed up bhr overwhelming opinion
on the goldfields. Are we to say That the
men whom the Chamber of Nines in their
circular describe as common-sense and
level-headed people do not know what
they want; Do the goldields representa-
-tives not know what is required? is
everything to be set aside for the mere
say-so of the Chamber of Minesi I
want to know whether the Chamber of
Mines is going to hAve the last word with
regard to this legislation in this State?

Mr. Willmott: The mine owners have
no objection to the principle of work-
men's inspectors; they say so in this cir-
cuilar.

The .MINISTER FOR MTNES: All
we are asking is that, seeing everyone is
agreed with regard to the principle it
should he the object of all concerned to
see that the method adopted is effective.

.Mr. Harrison: Would it not improve
conditions and increase the outputt

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No
doubt. Seeing that the principle is ad-
mitted; it is our duty to move in the
direction of mak-ing it effective and not
having it as a dead letter as is the case
to-day. If the Chamber of Mines are
going to arrogate to themselves the right
to dogmatise in regard to legislation
affecting the mining industry they are
likely to encounter trouble in the future.
They seem to say "We agreed to the pro-
posals in the Act of 1906, and from
thenceforward there shall be no mining
legislation, no alteration of the Act until
wye will that it shall be so." It is an
attitude which will not be supported by
reasonable men. I hope the Bill will
pass, notwithstanding the opposition of
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse)
who, I, hope, will forgive me; because
after all it is only human to get back
now and again one or two points. I
have for so long sat listening to debates
on other matters, that when a subject of
this kind comes along I may be excused
for taking exception to the attitude
adopted by the bon. member.

Mr. Please: I accept that as an
apolog y.

'The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I
hope the result of our efforts, I may say
of our combined efforts, will give us
legislation tending to the reduction of
the regrettable toll of accidents which
take place from day to day on our gold-
fields.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
INI. Holman in the Chair; the Minister

for Mines in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 3. to fi-areed to.
Clause 6-Clasification of Inspectors:
Hon. J. Mitchell: I move an amend-

men I-
That the follouwing be added to para-

graph e :-"lmmediately preceding the
date of his appointnecht."

Without the amendment Ithe preseribed
five years expefimnce may have been
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gained years before modern methods of
mining were adopted. No doubt the pre-
sent Minister for Mines will exercise a
wvise discretion, hut it will be still wiser to
have the safeguard.

The MINISTER FOR -MINES: It is
-not desirable to place this limitation on
the choice of inspectors. There may be
districts in which it would be difficult to
find a workmen's inspector who could
comply with the proposed conditions.
Mining is like swimming, in that once
learned it is not forgotten.

Mr. Willniott: But we have the new
trudgeon stroke now.

The M.[NISTER FOR MINES: The
methods of mining on our fields have not
aitered since the beginning of the indus-
try. The amendment imposes a restric-
tion from whieh our own Government in-
sp'ectors arc free: why, then, should the
work-men's inspectors be suhject to any
such iiliiijtu " ~olvb,a men Mezt
concerned are not likely to recommend
one wVII has been so long away from the
work as to be out of dlate.

Hon. J7. Mifchell: Would you approve
oa mam who had not recent experience?
The IfIISTFER FOR M\INES: It

would depend on the man. It is possible
to find men who have been out of mining
for five -years and who, nevertheless,
would inake better inspectors arid display
'a wider knowvledge than other men still
eng-aged in mining.

Mr. ALLEN: The amendment will
limit the sphere of choice of these inspec-
tors. It does not follow that a man re-
cently employed in a mine is better quali-
fied for the post of inspector than an-
other man who may riot have been in a
mine for a couple of years or more.

Mr. W ILMOTT: A few days ago I was
in favour of the provision contained in
the amendment. I understand the dep-
utty, leader of the Opposition has an
amendment providing for an examina-
tion, which I now' think is a better pro-
posal than the one before the Committee.

Mr. TAYLOR: In his speech on the
second readinlg the mover of the amend-
ment declared that these inspectors were
not necessary, and be contended that the
workers did not constitute a suitable field

of selection for the appointment of in-
spectors. Now he desires to limit the
choice, to narrow the area in which the
Minister can operate for the selection of
suitahle men. If the lion, member de-
sired to render the Bill valueless be could
not select a better course than he pro-
poses. The greatest scope possible should
be given for the choice of the inspectors.

Mr. P1 ESSE: It would be in the in-
terests of the miners to have the most
careful selection and the appointment of
qualified men. No dot 'bt the: urnops
would nominate the most suitable men,
hut every precaution should be taken to
select the best men possible.

Mr. HUDSON: The qualifications of
workmen's inspectors are specially des-
cribed. They must have five years ex-
perience in the mines, submit to the' elec-
tion of the men and be subject to the
approval of the Minister. This would
b^ .q....---rd that. the best men
would be selected and there is no neces-
sity for ally further qualification.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I did not say
the the men would not constitute a suit-
able selection for the appointments. I
questioned thc method of appointment.
The inspectors would he appointed by
members of the union who do not com-
prise the whole of the workers in the
mines.

Mr. Taylor: Now you have another
trouble.

Hon. J. 11ITCHELL: If the selection
were entrusted to the men engaged in
active mining work, the representation
would be more likely to be satisfactory
than by leaving the positions open to
men who had had five years experience
at any period of their lives.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I move an

amendment-
That the following words be added

at the end of paragraph (c)-"and pass
an examination prescribed and ap-
proved by the Minister in accordance
with the regulations.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The amend-

ment would be a contradiction of the
principle to which the Committee have
agreed and to which Parliament agreed
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in 1906. I do not approve of the sys-
temn of workmen's inspectors, but it would
be unreasonable to ask themn to sit for an
examination. No thing more difficult
could be asked of a workman than to pass
a written examination.

Mr-. Willmott: lIt need not be a written
examination.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Would any
professional man like to sit for the junior
examination which is really a schoolboy
examinationV

Mr. FOLEY: There is no necessity for
the amendment. Workmen's inspectors
would be elected by the men and only
those wvell versed in mining would be
chosen. No other qualification Would he
necessary to enable them to assist the dis-
trict inspectors, especially as we have the
safeguard that the Minister might disap-
prove of any appointment. There are
men who cannot write a report and yet
possess extensive practical knowledge of
what is necessary for safety in mines.
If the workmen's inspector did not have
to repiort to the district inspector some
test might be advisable, but in the cireumn-
stanices it is unnecessary.

Mr. HUDSON- I agree with the muem-
ber for Perth that the amendment would
be a derogation from the princi pie of
workmen's inspectors. If the mine man-
agers had to undergo an examination
under regulations, there might be some
justification for the amendment.

Hon. 1H. B. Lefroy: So they have.
'Mr. HUDSON: In regard to coal mines.

hut not in the ease of gold mines.
Mr. Willmott: The sooner they have

to, toe better.
Mr. HUDSON: The manager is the

representative of the owner and the work-
men's 'inspector would be the represen-
tative of the employee, and the district
inspector would fill the role of umpire
between the two men who have not had
to pass an examination.

Mr. WTLLMUOTT: If a man had had
no education, he could not report to his
superior officer, and the amendment is
therefore just and reasonable.

Rlon. J. fl. Connolly: Why does not
an underground manager have to pass an
examination?

11r, WILLjMOTT: Two wrongs do not
make a right.

Mr. Foley:- Are you sure that a work-
men's inspector would have to write a
report?

Mr. WILLLMOTT: If such an inspector
could not write a report, there would lie
great trouble. Reports must be in writ-
ing.

Mr. FQley: Y'es4 and in departmental
language. It is the worst in the world.

Mkr. WILLMOTT: Ei'very reasonable
man must agree that these inspectors
shouldd pas an examination.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If I
thought the amendment would improve
the Bill iii the direction desired, 1 would
accept it. I do not think it would have
any effect. Under the existing Act the
workmen can appoint two of their num-
ber who have neither to pass any exam-
ination or to have any ])ractical experi-
ence in underground mining. We go on.
and say they mnust ]have five years' practi-
cal underground experience. That in it-
self goes far to ensure that the men will
be competent. in addition, the Bill says.
"4who shall have passed an examination
prescribed hy the Minister." If I de-
sired to allow men to c~ome in who were
-not properly qualified I could lprescribe
any kind of simple examination which
anyone could p~ass, and in that way the
object would be defeated.

Hon. H, B. Lefroy : The Minister
would of course not do that.

The MINISTER FOR MIINES H Ie
would not. It may be argued that some
other Minister might take a different
view. As the clause stands there is pro-
vision that all the terms and conditions
of the appointment of such inspectors
shall be as prescribed. If a Minister
takes office who does b~elieve in an ex-
a-mination he has power, under Section
8, to prescribe it. We are pretty safe
in assuming that the men who will be
selected for the position will be mostly
young men, and there are very few, if
any, of these young men who will not
possess a fair amount of education.
Having regard to the fact that these men
have to run the gauntlet of selection by

924
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their fellow men and must have five
years practical espearience, we will, I
think, be safeguarded in the direction
of getting men who will be fit for the
post.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Some of the
arguments which have been used against
the amendment rather point to the need
of it. If the argument of the member
for Perth is to hold good tbat it is neces-
sary for the district inspector to undergo
tile examination, it should be necessary in
the other ease. By giving the Minister
power to cause the inspector to undergo
the examination it would give greater
confidence in the appointment to those
engaged in the management of mines.
No doubt if the Minister finds that the
examination should take place he will re-
quire it to be done. I will say that there
is no better educated class of workers
than the class from which these work-
men's inspectors will doubtless he sel-
ected. There will surely be no difficulty
in any of the younger men passing an
examination of the simple nature that
will be required.

Mr. THOMAS: The comparison be-
tween a district inspctor and a work-
men's inspector is hardly a fair one. I
do not agree with the member for Leo-
nora that many of the men who might
be appointed to the position would be
so illiterate that it would be a difficult
matter for them to write a report. The
unions are generally careful in appoint-
ing men to responsible positions who have
the requisite ability. The object of the
clause is to protect the lives of the men
engaged in the industry, and one can rest
assured that the men themselves will see
that the right men are appointed. I am
satisfied that men will he selected from
their knowledge of the work, their fear-
lessness and their character, and that
these will do their duty to their fellow
workmen when the need arises. I hope
the clause will remain as printed.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 7-agreed to.
Clause 8-Conditions of appointment

of special and workmen's inspectors.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This ejauso is
unnecessary. All the pcwers neiiessary
are already provided for in the principal
Act in Section 63. Does the Minister
desire to have special authority to make
regulations, apart from the authority set
up in this section, which applies to all
classes of inspectors?

The M~inister for Mines: The clause
will do no harm.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 9l-Workmen's inspectors under

authority of district inspectors:
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I move an

amendment-
That all the words after "inspectors,"

in line 2, be struck out.
The words I desire to delete are-

and the term of their appointment
shall not exceed, two years, but they
shall be eligible for reappointment.

If the inspectors are suitable I do not
see why they should not be continued in
office. To send them back to the unions
for re-election every two years would be
to weaken their authority. The Minister
has power to remove the inspectors-, and
he alone should have that power. Fur-
ther, the Minister would have much better
control over the inspectors if they had
the ordinary security of tenure. To vest
such a control in the unions by Act oil
Parliament is unnecessary.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If
the appointment of these inspectors were
to be made entirely and solely by the
Minister, there would be some point in
the hon. member's argument, because, the
Minister having appointed an inspector
and possessing the power to dismiss him,
there would be no occasion for the in-
spector to come lip at stated intervals
for reappointment. The hon. member,
however, has overlooked the fact that one
of the principles of these appointments
is the choice of the inspector by the men
themselves. The choice is not a Minis-
terial onie. Therefore it is only fair and
reasonable to allow the miners periodic-
ally an opportunity of saying whether
their confidence in the inspector con-
tinues. A man elected by the vote of his
fellows should not be continued in the

Wa
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position indefinitely. The bon. member
.might just as; well argue that because
members of Parliament were' once elected
they should never go up for re-election.

Hon. J.* MITCHELL: The powers of
workmen's inspectors are very wide in-
deed, as Clause 11 shows. If those powers
are not exercised in a way p)leasing to the
union, the inspector will have small
chance of re-election. It ought to be suffi-
cient if the inspector satisfies the Min-
ister.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 10-Powers of inspectors:

Ron, J. MITCHELL: Hon. members
ought to realise what we arc doing in
appointing these inspectors. The clause
gives all the inspectors equal powers. It
is true that the workmen's inspectors are
to be uinder the direction of the district
inspectors; but, as the Minister himself
has pointed out, ithe district inspector
may he hundreds of miles away and may
,not see the workmen's inspector more
than once in three months. The powers
of the workmen's inspector include the in-
itiation and conduct of lprosecutions, sub-
ject, no doubt, to reference to the head
office prior to such action being taken.
In fact, his powers extend to everything
that can possibly occur in a mine. Does
not the clause go too far?

The M.INISTER FOR MINES: This
is a. point on which I touched in my re-
ply. Undoubtedly, the powers conferred
by this clause are very extensive, and the
workmen's inspector will have the same
powers as the present Government or dis-
trict inspectors have. The workmen's in-
spectors will operate under regulations
prescribed by the Minister. The powers
conferred in the Hill are very far-reach-
ing even if exercised by the Government
inspectors. It is the practice to-day and
it. has been so for years in the depart-
ment that the inspectors shall not take
action with regard to a prosecution with-
out first referring it to head office and
getting the approval of the State Mining
Engineer. Where it is possible for a
workmen's inspector to get into touch
with the district, inspector, it is not in-

tended that he shall take ac tion b that
t he ; h llfefer it'r.to the district inspector.
There may be occasions when it may be
necessary for the workmen's inspector,
in the absence of the district inspector, to
exercise the powers provided. Hon.
members may be certain that the power
can only he used uinder exceptional cir-
cumstances.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Will the Mini-
ister explain why the words "in his dis-
cretion" appear in paragraph (f.) These
words do not appear in Section 7 of the
principal Act.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
words have been added by the State Min-
ing Engineer. I think the point involved
is that it gives the district inspector more
general powvers according to his -discre-
tion.

Ron. H. B. Lefroy: One would have
thought that the words were superfluouts.

' The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
have had some extraordinary decisions
given by our courts in the past two years
and the legal profession appear- to place
interpretations upon some of the sections
of the Act different from those 'of the
department.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I move an
amendment-

Thats in paragraph (f.) the words
"in his discretion" be struck out.
M~r FOLEY: I do not think the Mini-

ister will clothe the workmen's inspectors
with the same powers as those possessed
by the district inspectors. If a district
inspector is awvay an accident might hasp-
pen causing loss of life. The paragraph
will in such a Case give the workmen's
inspector the right to do what he thinks
necessary, in his discretion, until such
time as the district inspector arrives. I
do not think the workmen's inspectors
will be as well versed in regard to the
construction 'likely to be placed upon their
actions in a court of law as are the dis-
trict inspectors. The mining company
will have the benefit of the knowledge
of the district inspector before any dras-
tic action can be taken by the workmen's
inspector. The words proposed to be
struck out should be retained.
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- Amendment put and negatived.
-Clause-put and passed.

Clause 11-Disquaification of district
inspectors: -

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I move an
amndment-

That in line 1 the words "a district"
be struck out and "and" inserted in
lieu.

In view of the fact that the powers of
the workmen's inspectors are almost equal
to those of the district inspectors, and
seeing that a penalty is provided against
the district inspector, although not
against the workmen's inspector, I think
file amendment is worthy of support..

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There is
something to be said for the amendment.
Thle provision should be wade to apply
to all but special inspectors. However,
I think that if we insert after the wvord
"district" the words "or workmen's" the
else. worild hs. T(roi~sifnshlv mel

tHon. H. B. LEFROY: I had proposed
tmove anwcasinregard to this.

If it is necesary that a district inspector
should be subject to certain disqualifica-
tions, those disqualifications should also
apply to a workmen's inspector. I think,
moreover, that the workmen's inspector
should not be an official of a registered
union of miners. Once he is appointed
hie should be free from all outside in-
fluence and as independent as a district
inspector.

Mr. Hudson : How would you provide
for small districts?

Hon. H. 1B. LFtFR9 Y: There would be,
of course, difficulties in the application of
'the prin ciple, but 1 do not think they are
likely to be insurmoun table.

o. e i,. D. Connolly: You have already
voted that the union men shall elect one
i'f their number.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY:. I have already
voted that the Minister for, Mines shall
appoint the inspectors and that the work-
muen. shall merely recommend those pro-
posed inspectors fo r the approval. of the
Minister. I am sorry the member for
Perth should raise these objections; pos-
sily he is displiased with *me because I
am iot supporting him in the various
exceptions he has taken to the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
objection seems to arise from the
assumption that workmen's inspectors
would be on an equality with district in-
spectors. This is not the intention. If
they were to be allowed to exercise all
the powers of Government inspectors and
to do the same class of work, it would be
desirable to restrict them in the same
way, but the intention is that they shall
be workmen's inspectors making inspec-
tions and reporting to the district inspec-
tors. It would then remain for the dis-
trict inspector to decide what, if any,
action should be taken.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They would have
all the powers of inspection.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
but the provision of extreme p .ower is
necessary to meet exceptional cases which
might arise. Outside Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, it is probable there would not
be suncien work to occupy the whole
time of an inspector.-

Hon. HI. B3. Lefroy: Would those in-
spectors be likely to be Working in the
mines at the same time?

*The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
possible, but unlikely. That is the objec-
tior to the existing provision.
* Hon. J. MITCHELL: If there were
workmen's inspectors whose time was
fully occupied in these duties, they
should come under the clause.

Mr. Hudson: The term of their en-
gagement would be limited to two years,
and they would probably have to sacri-
fice something.

Hon. J1. MNITCHELL: If the district
inspectors are subject to these disadvant-
ages, the same should apply. to work-
men's inspectors on full time. The Mlin-
ister might accept an amendment in this
direction.

The MINISTER FOR INE"S . If
the union selected a laind agent, mining
engineer, or manager, or a viewer, agent,
or valuer of mines--

Hon. J1. Mitchell: Would you aj~rprove
of such a man '1

The MINISTER FOR MINES : I
could approve of him, but he would have
to cease in his former capacity after his

[16.- SEiqE1ii1M,- 1915.]
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appointment. The measure would be
administered with some degree of com-
mon sense. Workmen's inspectors on
full time would not 1)e allowed to praietise
in the directions forbidden to district
inspectors.

Mr. .1ULLANY : The amendment
would seriously limit the choice of men
who might be selected workmen's inspea-
tors. There is a penalty for an inspector
who divulges any inforination obtained
in the exercise of his official dtiiie.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The object of
the amendment is that workmen's inspec-
tors should be subject to the same dis-
qualifications and penalty for breach of
duty as district inspectors. A lean work-
ing in a small show could also carry out
the duties of workmen's inspector if they
occupied only a portion of his time. Some
disqualification and penalty should he
provided to apply to workmen's in-
spet'rs.

Amendment pul and negatived.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I move an
amendment-

'That after. the word "inspector" the
wvords "or a workmnen's inspector other
that, a workmen's inspector whose time
is 'lot whoily occupied in the work of
inspection" be inserted.
Amendment negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 12-agreed to.
Clause 13-Penalty:
Hon. 1-1. B. LEFROY: I move an

amendment-

'That after tke word "tinspector" in
the first line the words "or a workmen's
ins pector" be inserted.

I move this with a view to adding later
on a new clause providing that no per-
son shall be qualified to be a workmen's
inspector who, at the same time sets as
the official of any duly registered union
of miners, or acts as an arbitrator in an *y
differences or disputes arising between
owners, agents, managers of mines, or
mine workers, or employed in any mine
inspected. If the amendment is agreed
to I shall then .move the new clause. I
think that the objections which have been

raised previously in regard to this dis-
qualification could not be raised in the
case of this new clause. Workmen's in-
spectors should be outside all influences.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
arguments I have advanced on other
clauses apply to the proposal submitted
by the lion. member. Seeing that the
principle is one of app~ointmlent of work-
men's inspectors, and that a further prin-
ciple is to give the men concerned the
choice of their inspectors, I think it is
undesirable that the amendment should
be made. 'There wvould be much in the
contention of the lion, member if it was
intended to give the inspector, who might
be an official of the union and be driven
by his union to take extreme action, afl
the powers laid down in Section 10 with-
out reference to any superior officer.
Seeing that it is the intention to strictly
limit the functions of inspectors and that
they shall operate under the control and
jurisdiction of the district inspector, 1
do not think we should bar officials of
unions. If we find we should limit our-
selves in this direction we can do so by
regulation. I have no douht the first set
of regulations which will be adopted for
the control of inspectors will be amended,
and that amendments will be continually
made to them. We shall be guided by
the actual operations of the clause. If
the inspectors are attempting to usurp
functions they have no right to or exer-
cise powers which it is undesirable they'
should exercise the Minister of the day
will have practically full control over
them under the regulations which may be
prescribed from time to time. If the
Minister prescribes regulations which ap-
pear to give the men too much power
there will always be the safeguard that
these regulations are laid on the Table of
thme House and that members have an op-
portunity of debating them.

Hon. H. B. T4EFROY: I did not ex-
pect to carry the amendment, but I de-
sired to have an expression of opinion
from the Minister with regard to the
matters I raised. I am pleased to have
beard the hon. gentleman's views, and I
have no doubt members generally will
feel more satisfied.



[21 SEPTEMBER, 1915.]92

Mr. HARRISON: Are workmen's in-
s~pectors also included in the operation of
this clause, or does it apply to district
inspectors only7

The MINISTER FOR INES: The
first part of the clause applies to district
inspectors only, but the remainder ap-
plies to all mining inspectors.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 14-agreed to.
Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

House adjourned at 11.25 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Jetties

Regulation Act, 1878-charges for stor-
age at the Esperance Jetty. 2, Health
Act, 1911-12-(a) adoption of Parts 11.
to VI. and VIII. to X. of the model by-
lawvs: (b) by-laws. 3, 5.5. "'Lalandia"
-cable fromt the Agent General for
Western Australia in connection with the
State steamer.

[34}.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
HORSE-RACING CONTROL.

Extension of time.

On motion by Hon. F. Connor (Northl)
the time for bringing up the report was
extended for a fortnight.

JOINT SELECT C'OMMITTEE,
MON'EY HILLS PRiOCEDURE.

Extension of time.

Oil motion by the Colonial Secretary
(Honr. J. M. Drew-Central) the time
for bringing up the report was extended
for a fortnight.

QUESTION-GOVERNMENT OFFI-
CES IN PRIVATE BUILDINGS.
]lon. A. G. JENKINS asked the Col-

onial Secretary: 1, What annual rent
are the Government paying to the A.MP.
Society for office accommodation for (a)
the Agricultural Bank, (b) Industries
Assistance Board. 2, For what term have
the Government leased the said offices?
3, What annual rent were the Govern-
Iment paying to the owners of Emanuel
Buildings for tile premises formerly ye-
ctljied by the Agricultural Bank? 4,
W~henl does the lease of these premises
expire? 5, Are these offices now vacant,
if not. wvhat rent are the Government re-
ceiving from theml 6, Were the build-
in~gs formerly occupied by the A.tI.P.
Society offered to the Government, or did
any negotiations take place in regard to
pulrchase? 7, If yes, what were the terms
of the offer, staling particularly the
amount of cash required to he paid?

Thle COLONIAL SECRErARY re-
plied: I, (a) £581 15s.. (b) £665 5s. 2,
Two years for whole of No. 2 floor and
12 monthls for two rooms onl No. 3 floor.
3, £C1,040. 4, 29th February, 1916. 5,
Yes. Nil. 6 and 7. Yes. The managing
trustee saw the resident secretary of the
Ah.l.. Society and ascertained that the
building could probably be purchased b 'y
the Government for (16.000, and pay-
mient could be made by Treasury Bills.
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